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FOREWORD 
Written by Lorna M. SEWELL 

  
Dear Friends and Supporters, 
  
We were pleased to welcome Paul RIDLEY from the Big 
Lottery on Tuesday, 26th October who came to see how 
our Project Reaching Communities was progressing. Part 
of our responsibilities in using public money is to reach 
certain targets  at certain times which we agreed in our 
original bid, and for him to make sure that we were 
using and recording the funds in the appropriate way. 
He was happy with the progress we were making and he 
had the opportunity to meet Helen and Irena who are 
both funded by the Big Lottery. The one area that both 
he and us have concern with, is the shortfall of funding 
on our original work.  
On Friday, 29th October, we met Nuwa SERUNJOGI, who 
came down from Refugee Action, Bristol and whose job, 
we understand, is to advise projects such as ours how to 
access further funds. We are hoping this will prove 
helpful to us. 
Since the October edition of our Newsletter, Jane 
FARLEIGH, who is the Regional Director of the UK Border 
Authority, came to Plymouth to speak and answer 
questions of the Asylum Seeker & Refugee (ASR) Forum 
which met on Monday, 25th October. Due to the 
withdrawal of Refugee Action and the closing down of 
Devon Law and the possible withdrawal of other legal 
services in Plymouth, Jane had plenty of questions to 
answer! Unfortunately, but not unsurprisingly, Jane had 
no satisfactory answers.  Our Trustees will continue to 
pursue this, however, and will be contacting our 
Members of Parliament. 
By the time the next edition of our Newsletter is 
published, we will have appointed the next two 
Reaching Communities staff.  
 
 

 

 
One will be a Training & Outreach Coordinator and the 
other, a Sport & Fitness Coordinator.  
 
 The T&R Coordinator’s Job Description, includes the 

responsibility:  to co-ordinate all services to help ASR’s 
to access Training and Development. This will include 
developing English Language skills, both spoken and 
written.  

 The S&F Coordinator will be working with our 
Volunteers on our current Activities Programme, and to 
develop a programme where no provision exists.  

 

All this is so essential  for the well being of our Service 
Users and our Trustees look forward to the success of 
these two appointments. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 Lorna M. SEWELL 
Chair of the DCRS Board of Trustees 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ 

 
ONTRIBUTIONS.   I do rely on you all to provide me 
with articles, reports and newsworthy items to make 

this Newsletter interesting.   So do please keep sending me 
your contributions!   Contributions are required to be 
submitted for the Christmas / New Year 2010 edition by no 
later than Friday, 26

th
 November 2010. 

 

LETTERS 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. READ 

 
None received this month!   Ed. 
 

FAREWELL 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ                                                                    

 
RIDGET FLOYER.   We bid farewell to Bridget who, until 
last month, was the Community Projects Producer at the 

Theatre Royal in Plymouth.   Bridget has been heavily involved 
in Refugee & Asylum Seeker projects over the past few years  
–  especially with the annual Refugee Week in June each year.   
Bridget is now moving on to exciting work at Travelling Light in 
Bristol and we all wish her well and a big, big, Thank You! 

 

 
 

APPY BIRTHDAY!   We wish a very Happy Birthday to 
all those who have birthdays in November and 

December, especially: 
 
Wednesday, 3rd November:  Sue TURNER 
    
Thursday, 4th November:  Sarah BESONG 
 
Tuesday, 9th November:  Kevin MCKENZIE 
 
Friday, 19th November:  Alicia SMITH 
 
Friday, 26th November:  Christopher BUSH 

 
Sunday, 12th December:  Monica YUNNIE 
    
Wednesday, 15th December:  Amir KHALAGHI 

WELCOME 
Written by Liz HARDINGE 

 
ELCOME!  We extend a very warm welcome to three 
new volunteer who has joined us... 

 
Margaret CONNOLLY 
Michaelle GAUBE 
Mesgna WOLDEAB 

 
Welcome to each of you and thank you for volunteering! 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ  

(except where stated) 

 
OARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETINGS.   A meeting of the 
DCRS Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 27

th
 

October 2010.   The next meeting has been scheduled for 
Wednesday, 24

th
 November 2010 at 2 p.m.   Should anyone 

wish to have a particular matter discussed then please 
contact any DCRS Trustee. 
 

ROCHURES.   We’ve recently updated our DCRS 
General Brochure once again and copies are available 

for downloading, from our website at:  http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org 

These new brochures revise the Donations Form.   The 
brochures are designed to be printed off in black-and-white 
or colour,  back-to-back, and then to be folded in 
three.   We only have English and Chinese versions at the 
moment and the Editor would very much appreciate having 
help to translate them into other languages.   Any offers of 
assistance please? 
 

HRISTMAS / NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES.   Opening 
Times for the Centre over the festive week are as 

follows:  
 

Friday, 24th December 2010 Open 

Monday, 27th December 2010 Closed 

Tuesday, 28th December 2010 Closed 

Wednesday, 29th December 2010 Open 

Thursday, 30th December 2010 Open 

Friday, 31st December 2010 Open 

Monday, 3rd January 2011 Open 

 
Submitted by Trish BAXTER,  
a DCRS Project Support Worker 
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HE DESTITUTION TRAP IN BLEAK MID-WINTER.   
Consider the hours of a day that draw out endlessly 

waiting for some relief from wind and rain. 
Consider the pangs of hunger that grip deep within without 
satisfaction, nor offer hope of tasting even a morsel to 
keep away the pain. 
Consider the shame of being dependent on handouts and 
looked upon as a scrounger, intruding in the private life of 
someone who would rather say "No go away!"  
Consider the aimless inactivity that fills the hours longing 
for the nightmare to alter and reality to be the sweet 
acknowledgement that it was only a dream. 
In the Masiandae Centre we have the awful chore of 
turning away the homeless, suffering, individual, who 
through their circumstances of the legal process, is denied 
the right to a safe place to sleep, the sustenance of food or 
basic essentials.  There are no night shelters in Plymouth 
nor the southwest that allow asylum seekers, failed or 
otherwise the right to lodge because they have no recourse 
to public funds. 
A mother from the Democratic Republic of the Congo is 
denied support in order to urge her to return to the 
persecution she left behind.  The refusal of her case was 
due to lack of evidence.  Her memories, her victimized 
body are the only evidence she could offer and they are too 
easily dismissed by those who judge her as a liar and 
fabricating a claim for her own economic gain! 
A young man cries on the shoulder of a caseworker, 
confessing he’s not eaten for three days and doesn’t know 
where he’ll find shelter enough to guard him from the 
violence of racial attack nor the frosty nights. 
A businessman presents to the Home Office new evidence 
sent from his family, but waits another three weeks before 
his Section-4 application will be processed.  Who will offer 
him hospitality to avoid destitution? 
It’s a trap for those whose suffering didn’t stop when they 
crossed the sea and landed in the UK. 
Thankfully, DRCS has a Food Programme sustained by funds 
from the LankellyChase Foundation and private donors to 
offer weekly food parcels to those in this destitution trap.  
We are conscious that without a place to cook, what do 
they do with tinned and packeted food? 
How can you help? 
 
Submitted by Trish BAXTER,  
a DCRS Project Support Worker 
 

 

EVON CHURCHES FAITH IN ACTION NETWORK.   More 
than fifty participants from churches and church 

community projects met 
at Catherine Street 
Baptist Church in 
Plymouth on 16

th
 October.  

These included 
representatives from 
different Christian 
traditions from North 
Devon, Torbay, Exeter, 
Mid-Devon, as well as 
Plymouth itself. 
The theme of the event 
was ‘Pulling Together’ 
and recognised the 
important role the local 
church has in providing a social service and enhancing the 
wider community.  Stories of projects shared during the 
day included a drop-in centre for people affected by low 
income in Bideford; a support project for those affected by 
drugs and chemical addiction in Plymouth; a scheme 
working with ex-prisoners from Devon’s jails; a campaign 
for justice for those seeking sanctuary (asylum) in Devon; 
and a money-management / debt advice service. 
In all 23 pieces of work were represented on the day. These 
are but a few examples of how churches can engage with 
the ‘Big Society’, and demonstrations of ‘faith in action’. 
Martyn GOSS, Director of the Council for Church & Society 
for Exeter Diocese, said, ” If the State’s role in supporting 
the welfare of vulnerable groups and individuals is to be 
reduced, there’ll be huge challenges for the voluntary and 
community sector, including our faith communities. But 
there are risks in this process and we recognise that 
Christians also need to speak out against unfairness, as well 
as demonstrating their concern in practical, caring ways”. 
 
The Devon Faith in Action Network seeks to: 
 

 share good practice across churches 

 offer mutual support 

 co-operate and plan together 

 identify and share resource needs, such as training 
 

A further conference for Devon will be arranged for 2011.   
 
For further details please contact: 
Sally FARRANT,  
Social Responsibility Officer,  
The Council for Church & Society,  
The Old Deanery, The Cloisters,  
Exeter, EX1 1HS  
Tel:  (01392) 294918  
faithinaction@exeter.anglican.org   

 
DCRS Participation.   The following Trustees from DCRS 
attended this workshop, although some were also 
representing other organisations too: 
 
Isatta KALLON 
Pene KEY 
Geoff READ and 
Lorna M. SEWELL 

T D 
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ARJON STUDENT PLACEMENT FAIR.   John JEBB 
valiantly manned the DCRS Display Stand on his own 

on Tuesday, 12
th

 October 2010.   JJ reports that the Fare 
was rather thinly attended (or perhaps it seemed that way 
in such a large hall!) JJ spoke to about a dozen or so 
possible candidates and issued our Contact Details, Leaflets 
and complimentary DCRS pens!   Perhaps we’ll have some 
volunteer Student Placements with us from Marjon soon? 
 

OTRE DAME SCHOOL.   Geoff READ, one of our 
Trustees, was delighted to accept an invitation to 

attend the Harvest Festival at Notre Dame School in 
Plymouth on Tuesday, 12th October 2010.   The Harvest 
Festival goodies were shared between DCRS and the 
Plymouth Foodbank.   Our grateful thanks to all concerned! 
 

EFUGEE WEEK 2010.   An evaluation report has been 
compiled by Theatre Royal, Plymouth to evaluate both 

the events and activities that took place in Plymouth in 
June 2010 to celebrate Refugee Week, and the 
coordination of the week as managed by Theatre Royal 
Plymouth and the Steering Group. 
Refugee Week, both nationally and in Plymouth, is a multi-
agency project. Its aims and objectives and yearly theme are 
set by the main Refugee Week team based in London, who 
evaluate UK-wide activity on a yearly basis. This evaluation 
therefore concentrates on the local situation in Plymouth and 
how effectively local activity met both those UK-wide aims 
and objectives, and local priorities and needs. 
The week is comparatively small scale but has an extremely 
important place in the city’s calendar. It plays an invaluable 
role, not only in celebrating the contribution that refugees and 
asylum seekers make to the life of the city and raising 
awareness of the issues that are faced, but also in highlighting 
the work that is carried out by refugee and asylum seeker 
support organisations.  It also brings out into the open many 
important conversations and debates, offering the 
opportunity for people to ask questions and find out more. 
 
If anyone wishes to receive a copy of the Evaluation Report, 
please contact the Editor (details at the foot of the page). 
 

 
 

EFUGEE WEEK STEERING COMMITTEE 2011.   The next 
meeting of this Committee is scheduled to take place 

at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 24
th

 November 2010.   Further 
information can be obtained from the Editor (details at the 
foot of the page). 
 

HELVING.   Free!   We have some metal shelving that 
needs to find a good home.   It was previously used in our 

Clothing Store.    There will be no charge for this although a 
donation to DCRS would always be welcome!   You’ll need to 
collect it yourself!   Please telephone DCRS on (01752) 265952 
and ask to speak to John JEBB, or leave a message for him. 

ALKS &  PRESENTATIONS.   No presentations were 
given during October 2010: 

  

If you know of any school, group 
or other organisation that would 
like to have a presentation - 
either short or long - then do 
please get in touch with the 
Editor of the Newsletter. 

Thank you! 

 

 
 

HANK YOU!   This is a belated Thank You from Sylvia 
HAMLEY for the Tea Party to mark her retirement from 

DCRS. 
  

I was fascinated to receive my certificate and 
photograph, and also the welcome gift!    
My husband and I have now returned from a lovely visit 
to Canada, the glorious colours of Fall were wonderful 
and we enjoyed very warm days with very little rain.    
Thank you to all the friends I have made over the years 
and I wish the organisation continued success, as they 
work so very hard for all those who come through the 
doors.   
Best wishes! 
Sylvia 

 
Submitted by Sylvia HAMLEY 
 

ISITORS TO THE CENTRE.   In the October edition of our 
Newsletter I reported that a presentation had been 

given to a small group of young people from Brook Centre 
for Learning.  
These young people, accompanied by their teachers, made a 
visit to our Centre on Thursday, 14

th
 October.  They were met 

by Liz HARDINGE and me, and were given a tour of the Centre.  
They displayed a great interest in all that we do.  I asked them 
a few questions and their answers showed that they had 
listened to our presentation which pleased me no end! 
They were extremely well behaved and were a credit to 
their teacher and to their school! 
 
Submitted by Christine REID 
 

OLUNTEERS’ MEETINGS.   A meeting was held on 
Thursday, 28

th
 October 2010 and the minutes will soon 

be available at the Centre.  All volunteers are strongly 
encouraged to attend the next meeting scheduled for 2 p.m. 
on Thursday, 25

th
 November 2010.   Volunteers who find 

they are unable to attend are requested, as a matter of 
courtesy, to inform our Volunteer Coordinator (Liz HARDING) 
prior to the meeting. 
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THE ACTIVITIES GROUP 
Written by Bill BUDGE 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   I took two Service Users for a 
walk at Badgers Holt. 

(http://www.badgersholtdartmoor.co.uk/index.php?id=11)   Both 
enjoyed it and where taken aback by the lovely 
countryside, and asked if they could do some more walking 
on the Moors.   I then arranged another trip to take some 
Service Users to Buckfast Abbey. 
(http://www.buckfast.org.uk/site.php?use=home)  It was a good day 
and they were really impressed with the Abbey.   Of course, 
they asked lots of questions!   Hopefully, they learned a 
little about another religion. 
 

THE CLOTHING STORE 
Written by John JEBB 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   We’ve now created the extra 
space needed to relocate our IT Suite into what was 

formerly our Clothing Store area, and we’ve done a lot to 
reorganise the public area and rotate stock to give our 
Service Users more choice.   We shall now be in a position 
to accept a limited amount of new donations of specified 
items in the New Year. It’s always appreciated if donors 
could first telephone us (01752) 265952 if they have any 
doubts about what to donate and when.   Here’s is a list of 
our current requirements: 
  

ITEMS REQUIRED OR NOT REQUIRED 
Blankets Yes please! 
Jeans, Young Men’s, No storage space! 
Curtains No storage space! 
Duvets - double Yes please! 
Kitchenware Yes please! 
Pillows Yes Please! 
Pots and Pans (with lids) Yes Please 
Shoes, Young Men’s No storage space! 
Sleeping Bags (in good nick!) Yes please! 
Towels Yes please! 

 

 
 

THE FOOD PROGRAMME 
Written by Christine REID 

 (except where stated) 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.    
 

 

Harvest Festival.   I must start my report this month, with a 
big Thank You to every organisation and individual who 
gave so generously to our Harvest Festival Appeal. There 
have been fresh fruit and vegetables this year which were a 
bonus for our Service Users. 

Refreshments & Socialising.   The Centre is extremely busy 
these days with extra Service Users visiting the Centre and 
an ever-increasing demand for refreshments.  Thanks to the 
Volunteers who have stepped in to make cups of tea, etc! 
   

The Food Team.   Members of the food team have been kept 
very busy putting donations away and this has been combined 
with the ever-steady distribution of Weekly Food Parcels. 
 

Toiletries.   We’re continuing to issue toiletries each month to 
our destitute Service Users so donations of  toiletries for men 
are always welcome.   This is a list of our general requirements:    
  

Combs.   Gentlemen’s, Yes please! 

Deodorants / Body Sprays (Men) Yes please! 

Handkerchiefs (Disposable) No thanks! 

Razors (Disposable type) No thanks! 

Shampoo No thanks! 

Shaving Soap, Foam, etc. No thanks! 

Shower Gels, / Body Wash (Men) Yes please! 

Soap No thanks! 

Toothbrushes No thanks! 

Toothpaste No thanks! 

 
RITISH SAUSAGE WEEK CELEBRATES ITS 13

TH
 

ANNIVERSARY.   British Sausage Week celebrates 
its 13

th
 Anniversary in November 2010. 

One of the most popular 
events on the food 
calendar, British Sausage 
Week is embraced by chefs, 
retailers and consumers 
alike and this year looks to 
be no different, with a high 
profile programme of 
activity planned to run from Monday, 1

st
 to Sunday, 7

th
 

November 2010. 
To find out more, please visit: http://goo.gl/iQmf 

 
INTER SQUASHES are now plentiful and will store 
well for soups, pasta dishes, pies, side dishes, 

roasting, steaming and 
baking. Stock up on some 
wonderful winter squash: 
butternut, delicata, sweet 
dumpling, kabocha, hubbard 
and acorn!   Check out 
these recipes,  from 
Cookthink, they’re easy, tried and true and best of all the 
ingredients are available from your local farmer.  Enjoy! 
 
Submitted by Geoffrey N. READ 
 

 
 

THE INTERNET SUITE 
 

ONTHLY UPDATE.   No report received this month. 
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THE RECEPTION DESK TEAM  
& VOLUNTEERS 

Written by John JEBB 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   An influx of new volunteers has 
been most welcome, especially as they’re adapting 

to procedures in this important front of house role so 
rapidly.   As we’re creating more social space downstairs, 
we hope to make the considerable waiting time many of 
our Service Users face so patiently before they can be seen, 
a little more pleasant. 
  

NEWS, INFORMATION & 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

Written or submitted  by Geoffrey N. Read  
(except where stated) 

 
DDRESSING THE LACK OF LEGAL AID FUNDED 
PROVIDERS IN OUR LOCAL AREA.   Asylum Seeker & 

Refugee (ASR) agencies have been talking about the 
problems people are facing with the closure of Devon Law 
Centre and the uncertainty around Fursdon Knapper 
Solicitors continuing to offer legal aid funded 
representation for ASR. 
Rosie BRENNAN, who teaches on the  law degree at the 
University of Plymouth, and who also has a long standing 
interest in ASR issues, is part of the Immigration Law 
Practitioners' Association (ILPA).    
[Please visit www.ilpa.org.uk]     
In this capacity Rosie has contact with the UK Border 
Agency UKBA and is sometimes able to raise issues with 
them.  
Rosie is setting up a meeting to look at some of the 
problems of legal representation in Plymouth and to see if 
we have any possible way forward.   
If you are interested in coming along can you email Susie 
Dent at SDent@studentsandrefugeestogether.com? 
  
Venue: 
Room 114 
Rolle Building 
University of Plymouth 
 
Date: 
Friday, 5th November 2010 
 
Time:   
3 – 5 p.m. 
 

Submitted by Trish BAXTER,  
a DCRS Project Support Worker 
 

LBION PLAN EXPLOSIVE BONFIRE NIGHT.   This article 
was published in The Herald on Monday, 25

th 
October 

2010: 

 
COMMONWEALTH Games heroes will get the crowd fired 
up ahead of an explosive evening planned for the city next 
month. 
 

A cocktail of rugby and fireworks will light up Plymouth 
Albion's Brickfields ground as the club celebrates Bonfire 
Night in spectacular style. 
City sports stars Tom DALEY and Katherine ENDACOTT will 
start the festivities with an official opening ahead of 
Albion's Championship clash with Bristol. 
After the game, a team from award-winning Fantastic 
Fireworks is set to thrill spectators with a 25-minute 
choreographed display. 
The Bedfordshire-based company won the British 
Fireworks Championships, held in Plymouth, in August 
1997. 
The firm says its colourful show will be the region's biggest 
this Bonfire Night. 
The match will kick off at 7.45 p.m., with fireworks lighting 
up the sky from 9.30 p.m. 
Albion are advising fans to book tickets in advance to avoid 
missing out or facing long queues on the evening. 
For tickets or more information, please visit: 
www.plymouthalbion.com 

Alternatively, visit the club's reception at the Brickfields 
Sports Centre. 
 

LL CHANGE WITH 7,000 RUNNERS ON THE NEW 
START LINE.  This article was published by Cherie 

GORDON in The Herald on Friday, 1st October 2010. 
THERE'S a new look to Plymouth's next half marathon with 
more running spaces, a new route and a new logo. 
The annual event has seen its 
popularity continue to rise over the 
years so the decision has been 
made to up entry numbers to 7,000 
participants. 
Also new for next year's challenge is a change in the course 
and a new start line. 
Those taking part will begin their 13.1-mile trek at Royal 
Parade in the city centre, with the route winding its way 
through Union Street and Millbay Road before heading 
back into the city centre. 
After the first three miles the participants will snake round on to Exeter 
Street and join up with the traditional route which takes in the grounds 
of Saltram House before heading through Elburton and Plymstock. 
As with previous years the race will finish on Plymouth Hoe with an 
expanded athletes' recovery area. 
Race director Nigel ROWE said the event was a key date in Plymouth's 
summer diary and an economic asset to the city. 
"The influx of people from outside the city to take part has a huge 
knock-on effect of boosting the local economy, with people staying in 
Plymouth and using its facilities," said Mr. ROWE. 
He said the new route would allow more people to converge on the city 
centre to watch and cheer those taking part, many of whom will be 
running for a charity or organisation. 
Admitting that there will be some delays for motorists and buses in the 
city centre while the race gets under way, Mr. ROWE said: "Yes, there's 
going to be disruption but when we do close Royal Parade, buses coming 
in to the city centre will use Mayflower Street as a drop-off point. 
"We will try to keep disruption to a minimum." 
A new-look website with all the details of next year's running event was 
due to go live today with eager athletes able to sign up straight away. 
The next half marathon will be held on Sunday, 29th May, next year with 
the children's fun run and school's challenge on Saturday, 28th May. 
Entry will be £26.50 for people from running clubs and £28.50 for non-
affiliated participants. 
 

For more information visit:  www.plymouthhalfmarathon.co.uk. 
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ARBICAN THEATRE.  The House  on the  Border.   
Rehearsals are well under way for the Barbican 

Theatre's production of this Polish play, 
which was taken to France at the end of 
October. Actors and dancers from the 
theatre's young companies, under the 
directorship of Alix HARRIS, took their 
performance to Brest to take part in an 
international staging of the play along with two other 
international young companies from France and Romania.  
The play is about a family whose life is turned upside down 
when a bunch of diplomats decide that a border must run 
through the middle of their house. Chaos ensues when 
border passes are needed to undertake normal day-to-day 
tasks like eating meals and opening wardrobes.  Murder 
and mayhem take over... 
The company return to Plymouth to perform the play on 
Thursday, 4

th
 November and tickets can be purchased on 

line now.   More information at www.barbicantheatre.co.uk 
 

ARDS SUPPORT GOOD CAUSES.   This article appeared 
in The Herald on Monday, 25

th
 October 2010: 

 
A MULTI-CHARITY Christmas card shop will open in the city 
centre.   The Cards for Good Causes Charity Christmas cards 
outlet will run from Wednesday, 3

rd
 November 3 to 

Saturday, 18
th

 December 18 in Plymouth Guildhall. It will be 
open Monday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

HILD ASYLUM-SEEKERS TARGETED IN HOME OFFICE 
BUDGET CUTS.   This abridged article was published in 

the Independent by Robert VERKAIK, Home Affairs Editor on 
Monday, 11

th
 October 2010: 

 
There are more than 4,200 unaccompanied child asylum-
seekers in Britain.    
Thousands of child asylum-seekers are to be removed from 
Britain under savage budget 
cuts being drawn up by the 
Home Office ahead of this 
week's comprehensive 
spending review. 
A briefing document sent to 
ministers sets out detailed 
proposals to remove child refugees before they reach 17 
years old, and recommends bearing down on benefits given 
to asylum seekers. 
The UK Borders Agency (UKBA) plans to cut a third of its staff by 2014, 
prompting fears of security risks at British ports and airports. 
Under the proposals, the UKBA says it would be able to reduce its 
annual £2.45bn budget by £346m.  
Setting out a number of options for cutting costs, the document reads: 
"We need to resolve underlying trend on asylum support... On asylum 
support this will involve, for example, continuing recent tightening of 
entitlement to support, removing minors before they reach the age of 17..." 
But the Home Office is also considering saving money by offering a 
partial amnesty to asylum-seekers whose claims have been delayed by 
processing backlogs.  
The paper recommends "continuing to consider grants [of the right to 
stay in the UK] where agency delays mean even failed asylum-seekers 
are still in-country after several years". 
There are further plans to end the right of appeal to those applying for 
migration visas outside the UK, to reduce costs.  

But of greatest concern will be a policy of mass removal of 
unaccompanied children before they reach 17 and a half, the age when 
they are deemed to be adult asylum-seekers.  
Under current rules unaccompanied child asylum-seekers are usually 
granted leave to remain in the UK until they can make a fresh asylum 
application as an adult. 
There are more than 4,200 unaccompanied child asylum-seekers in 
Britain, with most being supported in local authority social services homes.  
Emma GINN, of the charity Medical Justice, said last night: "Many 
unaccompanied children are orphans. Many have escaped various forms 
of slavery, war and being made into child soldiers. To deport vulnerable 
unaccompanied children is despicable. To do it to save money is 
indecent... How we treat asylum-seeking children is already uncivilized, 
but to sink this low would cost our international reputation dearly." 

 
To view the full version of this article please visit: goo.gl/518e 

 

Submitted by Lorna M. SEWELL 
 

HRISTMAS LUNCHEON.   As in the previous four years, a 
free Christmas Lunch will be held on Christmas Day at the 

Stoke Damerel Parish Centre (near the City College).    
Everybody will be made welcome:  Asylum Seekers, Refugees, 
and British volunteers! 
Everyone has enjoyed these events in previous years.   If 
anyone has any items that would serve as Christmas Presents 
then please take them along.   All types of Christmas food 
would also be welcomed! 
 

ITY FIREFIGHTERS WORKING ON BONFIRE NIGHT.   This 
article was published in The Herald on Thursday, 28th 

October 2010: 

 
PLYMOUTH will not face a firefighters' strike on Bonfire 
Night. 
The Fire Brigades Union is taking industrial action in London 
on Friday, 5

th
 and Saturday, 6

th
 November over new 

contracts. Union chiefs say firefighters face the sack if they 
do not agree new shift patterns. But a spokesman for the 
Devon & Somerset Fire and Rescue Service said none of its 
employees would be taking part. 
 

OME AND SING.  This letter was published in The 
Herald on Wednesday, 6th October 2010: 

 
Any readers who enjoy music may be interested to know 
something more about us. The Pilgrimaires is Plymouth's 
oldest Barbershop chorus. 
We’re always delighted to perform at any function which 
may be enhanced by music in the characteristic barbershop 
style. We’re also always on the look-out for new members of 
any age and level of musical skill. 
A basic ability to sing in tune, plus enthusiasm and 
commitment, are all that are required. Come and make 
yourself known to us at our next scheduled 'sing-out' when 
we’ll be singing round the Christmas tree in Drake Circus on 
Wednesday, 24

th
 November between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m., or 

contact us on 07749 757927 or (01752) 251511. 
 
JOHN BUSH,  
The Pilgrimaires 
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EVON & CORNWALL FOOD ASSOCIATION LTD. (DCFA).   
The Plymouth-based Devon & Cornwall Charitable 

Food Group (DCCFG) held a meeting in Catherine Street 
Baptist Church in Plymouth on 
Tuesday, 5

th
 October 2010.   Copies 

of the minutes can be obtained from 
Geoff – contact details at the foot of 
the page.   DCCFG became a private 
company limited by guarantee on 
26

th
 October 2010 with the new title 

of The Devon & Cornwall Food Association Ltd (DCFA). The 
next meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 2

nd 

November,
 

again at the Catherine Street Baptist 
Church.   Everyone is welcome to join this charitable 
Association.  We’ll soon be looking for specialised 
volunteers, such as Administrators, Fundraisers, Drivers, 
Helpers, etc.    
We’re planning a trip to Bristol soon to take a look at the 
set-up there.   Interested?   Contact the Editor (details at 
the foot of the page). 
For those who wish to know more please visit: dccfg.webs.com/  
 

 
 

IREWORKS DISPLAY TO LIGHT UP CITY SKIES.   This 
article was published in the Herald on Tuesday, 26

th
 

October 2010: 

 
A SPECTACULAR firework display will sparkle in the 
Plymouth skies on Friday, 5

th
 November. 

Plymouth City Council, the organisers of this year's major 
display on the Hoe, has said it will be the best yet. 
The event will include fun-fair rides, refreshments stalls 
and music, topped off by a traditional bonfire. 
Thousands gather every year to watch the annual event but 'this year's 
bonfire night celebrations look set to be the best yet' said Councillor Peter 
BROOKSHAW, Cabinet member for community services. 
More than 150 lights will illuminate the Hoe, and fireworks will be 
launched from next to Smeaton's Tower, lighting up the night sky. 
The fireworks have been planned by Pyrovision, which was responsible for 
launching a display from the roof of Buckingham Palace for the Queen's 
Golden Jubilee celebrations. 
The technical director of the show, Mark BUCKINGHAM, said the content 
of the extravaganza is being kept a 'closely guarded secret'. However he 
said that Plymouth can expect 'the city's best firework display'. 
The bonfire will be lit at 7.30 p.m., topped off with a Guy, made by 
children who have been working with Stiltskin Creative Arts and Theatre 
company. 
At 8 p.m. sparks will fly as the display kicks off, accompanied by a 
soundtrack featuring well-known movie themes. 
Heart Radio Station is sponsoring the event from its stage on the Hoe 
promenade where the soundtrack accompanying the fireworks will be 
blasted out from a sound system. 
All city centre car parks will be open as parking on the Hoe will be limited. 
An extended area will be available for blue badge holders but spaces are 
limited. Access will be via the Elliot Street entrance to the Hoe 
promenade. 

DYNIA WAY TO RE-OPEN BUT ROADWORKS WILL GO 
ON FOR ANOTHER YEAR.   This article was published in 

The Herald on Friday, 29th October 2010: 
 
THE massive disruption to traffic in the east end of 
Plymouth will be eased in just over two weeks. 
The delayed first phase of road works in Gdynia Way, the 
main route into the city from the east, are on target to end 
on Sunday, 14

th
 November, Plymouth City Council said 

yesterday. 
Contractors will begin laying Tarmac on Monday, a 
spokesman said. 
But road works will continue in the area for another year. 
 

AND-MADE CHRISTMAS!   Saturday, 13
th 

November 
2010.   SEA are organising a fun day of workshops and 

demonstrations to show the residents of Saltash how to have 
a great Christmas without spending lots 
of money and sending lots of packaging 
to Landfill.   Workshops on offer include 
block printing cards and wrapping 
paper, making Hazel twig ‘stars’ and 
Christmas crackers from recycled 
papers and card.   Workshops are open to adults and children 
and are included in the £1.50 entrance price. Please 
telephone(01579) 350055 for further details.    
 
Time & Place:   
10.30 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
at St. John Ambulance Hall,  
off Fore Street, Saltash 

 
NTER FAITH WEEK:  Inter Faith Week 2010 will take Inter 
Faith Week 2010 will take place in England and Wales from 

Sunday, 21st to Saturday 27th 
November.   The Week will 
include and highlight activities 
organised by bodies around the 
country designed to:  
 

 Strengthen good interfaith 
relations at all levels in our 
increasingly diverse society. 

 

 Encourage local faith groups and communities to reach out to 
 each other and build stronger bonds of understanding and 
 cooperation. 

 

 Increase awareness of the different and distinct faith 
 communities in the UK, with a particular focus on the 
 contribution which their members make to their 
 neighbourhoods and to wider society. 

 

 To gain positive profile for inter faith initiatives, locally, 
regionally and nationally, as well as for the overall work of 
building good inter faith relations. 

 

 Increase understanding between people of religious and non-
 religious beliefs.  

 

 Encourage the development of new partnerships within local 
 communities and by faith communities with statutory and 
third sector partners. 
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The Week is being led by the Inter Faith Network for the UK, working 
with its member bodies, in consultation with the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (CLG), Department for Education, 
the Local Government Association and the Equality & Human Rights 
Commission.  
The Week is not a ‘top down’ Week with a programme of centrally 
organised or officially ‘badged’ events. It’is a week in which faith 
groups and their places of worship, inter faith bodies, schools and 
institutions of further and higher education, local authorities and 
other public agencies, as well as others, were encouraged to hold 
their own events and to highlight the importance of inter faith 
understanding and cooperation and greater awareness about the faith 
communities and their engagement in building community.  

 
Further details about Inter Faith Week can be found on 
their website:  www.interfaithweek.org  
 

 

 
SLAM AWARENESS WEEK:  Monday, 1

st  
to Sunday, 7

th
 

November 2010.   Plans are already underway for a City 
Centre event to celebrate and raise 
public awareness of the beauty and 
diversity of Islamic art, faith and 
culture from around the world and its 
local contributions to civic life.  In 
addition there are likely to be other 
events as well as opportunities to visit 
local mosques. 
For further details see local press, or telephone the PCFCD 
on (01752) 254438. 
 

 
 

ATEST NEWS ON CONSTRUCTION OF LIFE CENTRE.   
Despite the recent poor weather, works on the 

Plymouth Life Centre continues to progress at a pace. 
Contractor Balfour Beatty is continuing work on the main 
swimming pool, with more than half of the works now 
complete.   The structural steelwork to the main sports hall 
is also drawing to completion, which will mean work is able 
to start on the floor slabs in this area.   Elsewhere on-site, 
pre-cast flooring units are being installed in the central 
spine area and the foundation works have been completed 
for the southern main entrance area. With the main walls 
to the dive pools having also recently been completed, 
works on the adjacent balance tanks and dive area 
foundations have started.   This month will see the 
installation of structural steelwork in the main entrance 
area, the continuation of roofing works and the start of 
brick and block work.   For further information, please visit:  
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/lifecentre    

ONG TERM CARE... Could be Bad for Your Wealth! 
City financial adviser Keith LOWDEN looks at sensible 

planning for your later years.   Keith LOWDEN & Associates 
will be holding their next Seminar on Long Term Care & 
Estate Planning at Boringdon Park Golf Club, Plympton 
from 2 until 4 p.m. on Thursday, 4

th
 November 2010.   All 

those attending will receive a free guide to Long Term Care 
& Estate Planning.   To book your place please telephone:  
(01752) 666678 or email carolinejones@phfp.co.uk   
 

ARJON FOUNDATION DEGREE.   FdA Integrated 
Working: Children, Young People and Families.  

Do you work with Children and Young People and their 
Families?  
Do you want the chance to gain a 
Foundation Degree (FdA)?  
You can follow the flexible or full 
time programme at UCP Marjon!  
This programme has been developed with Plymouth City 
Council (PCC) and is open to (PCC) employees as well as 
those from the voluntary / independent workforce.  
It provides a framework for academic study and professional 
practice development through a new co-funded programme. 
All modules include work based learning.  
The first intake is in January 2011.  
 
INFORMATION SESSION:  
Wednesday, 10th November 2010 
5.30 – 7 p.m.  
UCP Marjon  
College site near the Airport  
Room Henry Durowse Centre (HDC) 101  
Please contact:  acollins@ucpmarjon.ac.uk  
or visit our website: www.ucpmarjon.ac.uk  

 

 
 

ATIONAL COALITION OF ANTI-DEPORTATION 
CAMPAIGNS.   NCADC Training in Plymouth.   Ariel 

SAFDIE, from NCADC, will be facilitating a training session 
for those active or willing to campaign for those whose 
lives would be in danger following deportation. 
Some families have had their removals stayed by successful 
campaigns in recent years and the offer of this training is 
being held in Plymouth on Thursday, 25

th
 November 

between 10.30 and 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 
Venue:  
START,  
Unit 4,   
HQ Building,  
237 Union Street,  
Plymouth, PL1 3HQ 
 
Anyone interested, including Asylum Seekers,  Refugees and Service 
Providers, should contact Veronica MATHABIRE: veronmat@yahoo.co.uk  
 
To find out more about NCADC, please visit:  http://www.ncadc.org.uk/  
 

Submitted by Trish BAXTER,  
a DCRS Project Support Worker 

I 

L 

L 

M 

N 

http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/lifecentre
mailto:carolinejones@phfp.co.uk
mailto:acollins@ucpmarjon.ac.uk
http://www.ucpmarjon.ac.uk/
mailto:veronmat@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.ncadc.org.uk/


 

 

10 

AVILION IN THE PARK TO OPEN WITH BANG ON 
BONFIRE NIGHT.   This article appeared in The HERALD 

on Thursday, 28th October 2010: 
 
BONFIRE Night will be special in Devonport this year as a 
new pavilion is opened after a three-month delay. 
Devonport Park's Pavilion is to be officially opened to the 
public on Friday, 5

th
 November 12.30 p.m., in time for the 

bonfire night celebrations. 
It is part of the £5 million makeover that Devonport Park 
has seen over the past year. 
 

LYMOUTH ARGYLE FOOTBALL CLUB FIXTURES.  
 

 
November 
Tuesday, 2nd Bristol Rovers  (H) 
Saturday, 13th  Tranmere   (A) 
Saturday, 20th Brentford   (H) 
Tuesday, 23rd Dag & Red   (H) 
 
December 
Saturday, 4th  Milton Keynes Dons  (A) 
Saturday, 11th  Exeter   (H) 
Saturday, 18th  Leyton Orient  (A) 
Sunday, 26th Bournemouth  (A) 
Tuesday, 28th Notts County  (H) 
 

For further information, please visit: http://www.pafc.co.uk/ 

 

 
 

 
 

OYAL MARINES BAND TO PLAY AT PAVILIONS.   This 
article was published in The Herald on Tuesday, 29

th
 

June 2010: 
 
THE Band of Her Majesty's Royal Marines is set to return to 
Plymouth Pavilions on Friday, 5

th
 November. 

The band is appearing at the Remembrance 2010 event 
which will also feature Saltash Ladies Choir, Plymouth 
College Choir and performances from the local cadets. 
Basil DOWNING-WAITE, chairman of the federation, said: 
"We hope the festival this year will again be another great 
success and give the people of Plymouth and district another 
opportunity to acknowledge the sacrifices made by 
members of their forces in the past to give us our freedom." 
Tickets are on sale now priced at £9, which includes a flag 
and programme.                                                   Buy Tickets    

 
 

ET READY PLYMOUTH PIXIE LOTT IS HEADING OUR WAY!   
Last seen in the city supporting The Saturdays, Pixie LOTT 

has now announced her very own headline tour of the UK.   
You can catch her at the Pavilions this December... 
 
Date:      Friday, 3rd December 2010 
Price:     £23.50* 

Time:      7.30 p.m.                                                  More PIXIE info! 

 
AVILIONS DATE 'SQUEEZED' INTO 2010 TOUR!   In 
1977 Squeeze shot to fame with the album Packet of 

Three thank s to the pithy 
'kitchen-sink' lyrics and new 
wave guitar music that have 
since become their 
trademark.  
Despite tentatively reforming 
in 2007, Squeeze have so far 
refused to tread the well-
worn reunion path by trading on their past glories, which 
have included hit singles on both sides of the Atlantic such 
as Cool for Cats, Tempted, Hourglass and Up The Junction. 
Over 30 years after Packet of Three, will Squeeze fans be 
able to spot the difference? Certainly not if the infectious 
enthusiasm that the band still bring to their live shows is 
anything to go by! 
Squeeze will be joined by special guests The Lightning Seeds. 
 
Date:   Saturday, 4th December 2010 
Time:  Doors at 7 p.m. 

Price:  £33.50*                                                                            More Info 
  

 
 

 
IVERSITY  RETURN  TO  PLYMOUTH THIS DECEMBER!  
Following the massive success of their critically acclaimed 

'Diversitoys' tour, the group will be heading back on the road 
this Winter for a new 13 date tour!  
 
Date:        Wednesday, 8th December 2010 
Tickets:     £29.50, £21.50* 

Time:        7.30 p.m.                                                        More Info! 
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OCKSTAR TASTE OF CHAOS.   For all you metal fans, not 
one, not two, but four bands 

will be heading your way this 
December!   
Disturbed,  Papa Roach,  Buckcherry 
and Halestorm will all be taking to 
the Pavilions stage in what 
promises to be a night not to be 
missed! 
 
Date:  Thursday, 9th December 2010 
Time:   6.40 p.m. 

Price:  £25*                                                                               Buy Tickets 

 
OYAL MARINES CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR.   The Royal 
Marines band return to the 

Pavilions for their annual 
Christmas Spectacular.   Proceeds 
from the event will go to the 
maritime charity Seafarers UK, 
formerly known as King George's 
Fund for Sailors, which supports the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines, the Merchant Navy and 
Britain's fishing fleets. 
To book, contact the box office on 0845 146 1460. 
    
Date: Saturday, 11th December 2010 
Time:  7.30 p.m. 

Prices:  £17, £16, £15*                                                          Book Tickets 
 

HE AUSTRALIAN CLASSIC ROCK SHOW.   This 
unforgettable evening of guitar rocking, air punching, 

chorus singing, foot stomping 
fun presents two and a half 
hours of classic rock's best 
moments! With tracks by 
Supertramp, Dire Straits, Led 
Zeppelin, Jimmy Hendrix, The 
Who and more, topped with a 
sprinkle of Aussie humour! 

 
Date:  Monday, 20th December 
Time:   8 p.m. 

Price:  £27.50*                                                                         Buy Tickets 
IMMY CARR RETURNS TO PLYMOUTH!    More good  
news for Comedy fanatics! 'Fun slinger' of international 

repute Jimmy CARR is back for his 
ninth solo show, Laughter 
Therapy!   If you've got a sick 
sense of humour, then laughter 
may well be the best medicine. 
Though be warned, this particular 
medicine is not to be taken if you 
have a sensitive disposition or an overactive moral compass! 
 
Date:  Saturday 9th July 2011 
Time:   8 p.m. 

Price:  £25*                                                                               Buy Tickets 

 
Tickets are now on sale, limited to 10 per person. 
Please note: this show is not suitable for under 16s. 
============================================================ 

 

LYMOUTH RATED THIRD BEST IN UK FOR QUALITY OF 
LIFE.   This article was published in The Herald on 

Monday, 18
th

 October 2010: 
  
PLYMOUTH has the third best quality of life of any city in 
Britain, and the second highest life expectancy, according 
to a new report out today. 
The city has shown an excellent improvement in education 
since the last study by the sustainable development 
organisation, Forum for the Future. 
Plymouth fell from the third most sustainable city in 2008 to 12 th last 
year, after the forum changed the way it calculates its rankings. 
This year the city has improved to eighth place. 
Newcastle comes top for the second year running, with Leicester in 
second place, ahead of Brighton, Bristol and London. 
The Forum's fourth annual Sustainable Cities Index tracks progress on 
sustainability in Britain's 20 largest cities, ranking them on 
environmental performance, quality of life and future-proofing, which 
looks at issues like how well cities are addressing climate change and 
how dynamic their economy is. 
Peter Madden, chief executive of Forum for the Future, said: "Cities are 
having to count every penny so it's essential that they invest wisely for 
long-term success. 
Plymouth does badly on its economy, ranking 19th out of 20 cities. 
Only Hull and Derby achieve worse in terms of green space, with 
Plymouth ranked 18th in the number of Green Flag and Green Pennant 
awards for its size. 
The average life expectancy at birth is 79.60 years, well ahead of last-
placed Glasgow's 73.95 years. 
The proportion of household waste recycled, reused or composted in 
Plymouth was 29.65 per cent, a poor eighth behind Derby's 43.69per 
cent. 
In spite of its seaside location, Plymouth only achieves fourth place for 
air quality, with average background concentrations of nitrogen dioxide 
at 14.42 micrograms per cubic metre. 
Cllr Peter Brookshaw, the city's Cabinet member for community 
services, said: "It's a good news story that we're on an upward trend. 
The Devonport regeneration over the past ten years has helped, and so 
has the investment in new schools in Plymouth. 
"We are working all the time to be a clean, healthy and vibrant 
waterfront city." 
 

For the full article, please visit: http://goo.gl/7PX1  

 
LYMOUTH WINTER FESTIVAL.   Plans unveiled for 
Christmas ice rink attraction in Piazza.   This article was 
published in The Herald on Thursday, 21st October 2010. 

 
PLANS for a fun festive ice rink which will be the focus of the 
city's Christmas and winter celebrations have been unveiled. 
The rink will once again be placed in the Piazza in Armada 
Way and open to the public from mid November through 
to January 2011. 
It will be opened by a performance from the Plymouth 
Pavilions figure skaters on Thursday, 18th November, to 
coincide with the city's Christmas lights switch-on. 
It will remain open every day – except Christmas Day – until 
Sunday, 9th January. 
The Plymouth Winter Festival will also include: 
 

 Christmas Markets from Thursday, 18th November to 
Saturday, 2nd January,  

 

 Sleeping Beauty at the Theatre Royal from Friday, 17th 
December 17 to Saturday, 22nd January, and the 
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 Christmas Carnival on Sunday, 5th December,  

 

along with late-night shopping, street entertainment and a 
special Santa fun run. 
 
For more information about the festival visit: 
www.plymouthcitycentre.co.uk 
 

OP STAR LEMAR TO SWITCH ON FESTIVE LIGHTS.   This 
article was published in The Herald on Wednesday, 27th 

October 2010: 

 
THERE will be a glittering start to Plymouth's Winter 
Festival when R&B star Lemar switches on the city's 
Christmas lights. 
Thousands are expected to head into the city centre on 
Thursday, 18

th
 November, to see the star who shot to pop 

stardom on BBC reality music show, Fame Academy, back 
in 2002. 
The festive fun starts at 4 p.m. with music and 
entertainment on the stage at the top of Cornwall Street. 
The Urban X Dancers, Roo McKeller, Zumba Zone and the 
Beatbreakers will be there to get the crowds warmed up 
before Lemar takes to the stage at 6 p.m. 
The lights will be switched on at 6.20 p.m. 
City performer Lauren FRANCIS, who made it through to 
this year's X-Factor boot camp, will take to the stage to 
wrap things up. 
The Christmas ice rink on the piazza and the Christmas 
Market in Armada Way will also be opening their doors to 
coincide with the switch-on celebrations. 
Late night shopping will run every Thursday from Thursday, 
November 18

th
 to Thursday, 23

rd
 December, with most 

shops open until 9 p.m. 
In the week before Christmas most shops will be open 
nightly until 8 p.m. 
Visit:  www.plymouth.gov.uk/christmas 
 

RE-ENTRY LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT.   On Monday, 29
th

 
November 2010, a law to limit immigration, punish 

people for having relationships outside of the EU and 
further link language and immigration controls, will come 
into effect. Spouses and partners, from outside of the 
European Economic Area, applying to come to Britain, will 
have to pass an English language test before they come to 
the UK. The government estimate that this will lead to a 
10% reduction of people coming on the spousal visa. 
The new requirement will be debated again on Monday, 1st 
November 2010 in the House of Lords. 
Following a public meeting hosted by No One Is Illegal 
those present decided that this new law should not be able 
to come into place without further resistance. Ideas so far 
include developing teaching resources, involving current 
ESOL teachers and students, taking out legal challenges 
against the law and a demonstration bringing together all 
the groups working against the various effects of immigration 
controls. 
The government claim that this new law is about integration 
and helping people to learn English. 
 

For information about No One Is Illegal please visit: 

http://www.noii.org.uk/  
 

ROMOTING   &  PREVENTING  COMMUNITY 
COHESION:   PREVENTING VIOLENT EXTREMISM.   It’s 

everyone’s business!   
Following the success of training 
days held in 2009 and earlier 
this year, further opportunities 
are now available in a new round of half-day sessions for 
front line staff. 
 
Aims of the Day:  
To provide opportunities to raise awareness and deepen understanding of: 
 

 The latest Government thinking on the ‘Prevent Strategy’ 

 Violent extremism and the far right 

 Myths and misunderstanding about Islam 

 The process of radicalisation 

 Our roles and responsibilities 
  
Half-day sessions planned (see dates below) and they will run from 9 a.m. - 
12.30 p.m. and will be interactive with opportunities for questions and 
discussion. 

 
The training is free and tea / coffee will be provided. 
 
Venue 
Plymouth Centre for Faiths & Cultural Diversity, 
3a Watts Road,  
St. Judes,  
Plymouth, PL4 8SE 
 

Available Dates 
Friday, 12th November,  
Friday, 19th November,  
Wednesday, 1st December,  
Thursday, 13th January,  
Monday 24th January, and  
Wednesday, 9th February  
 

Booking a Place 
To book a place, please contact Gemma FOSTER by telephoning (01752) 
254438 or by emailing:  gemma@pcfcd.co.uk 

 
AFTERNOTE:   Geoff READ (the Editor) attended this 

Workshop on behalf of DCRS on Friday 15
th

 
October 2010 and found it very worthwhile! 
Good instruction, good information and time 
well spent! 

 

 

P 

P 

P 

http://www.plymouthcitycentre.co.uk/
http://www.thisisplymouth.co.uk/topics/person/laurenfrancis
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/christmas
http://www.noii.org.uk/
mailto:gemma@pcfcd.co.uk


 

 

13 

UBLIC URGED TO HELP GET MEDICAL AID TO 
RWANDA.   This article was published in The Herald on 

Monday, 18
th

 October 2010. 
  
A CITY-BASED charity is appealing for Plymothians to get 
involved in a project in Africa. 
All Nations Ministries wants doctors, nurses, midwives, 
physiotherapists, dentists, teachers and IT technicians to 
help it get medical aid to Rwanda. 
All Nations Ministries' Mission Africa programme of social 
welfare is being extended through its Rwanda – Legacy of 
Hope project and leaders hope to arrange a visit to the 
country in October next year. 
The trip will begin the first phase of the programme which will see the 
delivery of health care provision, medical equipment and other much-
needed items, including computers and sewing machines. It has been 16 
years since Rwanda witnessed the brutal murder of nearly one million 
people in 100 days by machetes and clubs. 
Today, it is a country where 60% of the population lives below the 
poverty line, life expectancy is 49 years, literacy is 70%, and 400,000 
children are orphans. 
Pastor Osee NTAVUKA, from All Nations Ministries, and his family, 
experienced at first hand the human cost of the tragedy as it unfolded 
in April 1994. He and his wife each lost close family members, including 
mother and father on both sides. 
Both brothers of his wife, Louise, were buried alive and perished. Their 
eldest son was missing for six months, presumed dead, but was later 
miraculously found in a neighbouring village, suffering from trauma. As 
a result, he was unable to speak to his parents for months afterwards. 
Pastor Osee said: "Although Rwanda has shown encouraging signs of 
recovery in recent years, it still faces the wounds of the past and there 
is a great need for medical help to be provided to women, children and 
the elderly who are suffering through lack of equipment or doctors and 
nurses and the provision of basic education. 
"This is why I want to extend our work in my country of birth. We’ve 
already operated in Mozambique where we set up a computer training 
school and built a new primary school as well as supplying sewing 
machines. 
"Now we want to establish a similar programme in Rwanda but this time 
we want to bring medical assistance to those we are aiming to help in 
addition to educational equipment." 
Anyone who can help or volunteer as a healthcare 
professional, should call Pastor Osee on (01752) 651817 or 
by email at the allnations9@hotmail.com address. 
A meeting will be held on Friday, 12

th
 November, at 7 p.m. 

in the Catherine Street Baptist Church Hall for anybody 
who can help. 

 
ACISTS BRING SHAME ON OUR CITY.   The following is 
an editorial comment published in The Herald on 

Thursday, 28th October 2010: 

 
OVER many turbulent centuries, Plymouth has prided itself 
on providing a safe, welcoming haven for people of all 
races and creeds. 
The long tradition of peaceful co-existence between those 
who were born and brought up here, and those who come 
to our city to study, work or escape persecution, continues 
right up to today. 
The diversity and ethnic mix of 21

st
 century Plymouth is rich 

and varied, and is marked by the tolerance and 
understanding which most native Plymothians show to 
those from outside the city boundaries.  

But today we report on a sinister development which 
threatens to mar that harmonious relationship of which so 
many of us are rightly proud. 
Racist thugs mercilessly punched and kicked a Middle 
Eastern student in an unprovoked attack, leaving him with 
a fractured eye socket and broken nose. Even worse, this 
despicable incident was one of 14 racially-motivated 
incidents recorded over a single weekend. 
These kind of cowardly incidents bring shame on our city 
and the vast majority of residents who strive to be open, 
friendly and welcoming to others. 
They are unacceptable, and we urge anyone with 
information to contact the police so that those responsible 
can be dealt with as quickly and harshly as possible. 
 

HE REFUGEE COUNCIL INFORMATION 
SERVICE UPDATE covering asylum 

developments in September 2010 is now 
available online at: www.rcis.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EFUGEE NEWS: International Association for Refugees.   
Number of Refugees Grows to 43.3 million.  

Highest number of refugees in the world since the mid-1990s.  
(Source: http://goo.gl/Yj4a) 

 
The Refugee Highway – 16

th
 June 

2010.   According to the latest 
statistics published by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the number of 
forcibly displaced people in the world has increased by 
more than one million in the past year.   Here are some 
FAQ concerning the Refugee Highway today... 
 
Q.  How many forcibly displaced people (FDP) are in the world? 
A.  43.3 million. The number includes internally displaced people 
 (IDP), refugees, asylum-seekers and Palestinian refugees 
 receiving support from the UN's UNRWA program. 
 
Q.  How many of the world's FDP are internally displaced (IDP)? 
A.  27.1 million. "Internally displaced persons are people or groups 
 of individuals who have been forced to leave their homes or 
 places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of, or in 
 order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of 
 generalised violence, violations of human rights, or natural- 
 or human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an 
 international border." – UNHCR 
 
Q.  How many refugees are in the world? 
A.  15.2 million. Who is a refugee? 

 Refugees have to be outside their country of origin;  

 The reason for their flight has to be a fear of persecution;  

 The fear of persecution has to be well-founded;  

 The persecution has to result from one or more of the five 
 grounds listed in the definition, that is race, religion, 
 nationality, membership of a particular social group, or 
 political opinion;  
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 They have to be unwilling or unable to seek the protection of 
 their country. 
 Source:  UNHCR 
  (http://www.unhcr.org.au/basicdef.shtml#def01)v) 
 
Q.  How many Palestinian refugees are in the world? 
A.  4.8 million. This is the number of Palestinian refugees receiving 
 care from UNRWA. 
 
Q.  How many asylum-seekers are in the world? 
A.  983,000. "Asylum-seekers are individuals who have sought 
 international protection and whose claims  for refugee status 
 have not yet been determined." – UNHCR 
 
Q.  How many stateless people are in the world? 
A.  Between 6.6 million and 12 million. "Stateless persons are 
 individuals not considered as citizens of any State under 
 national laws." – UNHCR 
 
Q.  What can you tell me about the average refugee in the world 
 today?  

 49% of the world's refugees are women.  

 45% of the world's FDP are under 18-years-old.  
 
Q.  What country is producing the greatest number of refugees? 
A.  25% of the world's refugees come from Afghanistan (2.9  million). 
 
Q.  What are other leading refugee-producing countries in the 
 world? 
A. 

 2.9 million refugees from Afghanistan  

 1.8 million refugees from Iraq  

 678,300 refugees from Somalia  

 455,900 refugees from D.R. Congo  

 406,700 refugees from Myanmar  

 389,800 refugees from Colombia  

 368,200 refugees from Sudan  

 209,200 refugees from Eritrea  

 195,600 refugees from Serbia 
 
Q.  What part of the world hosts the most refugees? 
A.  37% of the world's refugees are hosted in the Asia / Pacific 
 region of the world.  
 80% of the world's refugees are hosted by developing nations.  
 Over half are living in urban areas. 
 
Q.  What countries host the largest number of refugees? 

 Pakistan   (1.7 million) 

 Iran   (1 million) 

 Syria   (1 million)  
 
 …host the largest number of refugees in the world.  
 Taken together, these countries plus Germany and Jordan host 
 47% of the world's refugees. 
  
Q.  What country received the most claims for asylum in 2009? 
A.  South Africa received 222,000 claims for asylum in 2009. 
 
Q.  What country received the most resettled refugees in 2009? 
A.  80,000 refugees were resettled to the United States in 2009.  
 Canada resettled 12,500 refugees in 2009.  
 There are only 19 countries in the world that receive resettled 
 refugees. 
 
Q.  What does the Bible have to say about refugees and forcibly 
 displaced people (FDP)? 
A.  Click here  to watch a three-minute online video to  begin  
                exploring the answer.  

 

 

 
 

UN FOR SANTAS WILL BE AT CENTRAL PARK. 
This article was published in the Herald on Wednesday, 

6th October 2010:  
  
HUNDREDS of runners are expected to get into the 
Christmas spirit when they don festive costumes to take part 
in an annual event. 
The fifth Santa's Christmas Pudding 
Run is being held in December. 
But unlike previous years it will take 
place at Central Park, allowing up to 400 people to take part. 
Entry is £12 per person, which includes Santa's famous red 
and white suit, complete with beard. 
Another new addition for this year's eye-catching run will 
be the chance for Plymouth Argyle fans to dress in a green 
version of the Christmas outfit. Money raised at the 
running event will be donated to local charities. 
Participants will tackle a 5km route although there could be 
a reduced course if large numbers of younger athletes 
would like to take part. The run will take place on Sunday, 
12

th
 December from 10 a.m. 

Entry forms can be found at www.plymouthcoasters.co.uk or by 
visiting Frank Elford Sports, Mayflower Street. 
 

 
 

ANTAS TAKE TO THE STREETS.  This article was 
published in the Herald on Monday, 4

th
 October 2010: 

  
HUNDREDS of Santas will be seen running through the 
streets of Plymouth in December as part of a charity 
fundraising drive by the Rotary Club of Saltram. 
The first Charity Santa Fun Run will take place on Sunday, 5

th
 

December, to tie-in with the West End Christmas Carnival. 
The race, expected to involve 600 Santas, will raise money for Children's 
Hospice South West, Diabetes UK, and local children's charities. 
Roger PUNCH, one of the Rotarians organising the event, said: "We 
wanted to do something quite spectacular in the run up to Christmas, 
and we’ve worked with these charities before and know they are very 
worthwhile causes. 
"The Santa Run should be quite eye-catching and raise a lot of money." 
The run is open to all ages and everyone will be given a free Santa suit 
to wear. 
The only condition of the run is that everyone wears the suits, to create 
a sea of red and white as they pass through the city centre. 
The main route is four kilometres, and there will be a shorter option 
available. 
Details of how to enter the run, and the all-important sponsorship forms, 
are available at www.plymouthsantafunrun.co.uk launched today. 
Applications will also be made available in The Herald at a later date. 
It is hoped the Charity Santa Fun Run will become an established 
feature of the festive activities in the city. 
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PONSOR FOR YACHT EVENT.   Published in The Herald 
on Wednesday, 20th October 2010.    

 
PLANS for a huge 'yachting extravaganza' in Plymouth have 
been boosted by a sponsorship deal. 
Barratt Homes has come on board to support the Plymouth 
Race Week 2011. 
Organisers hope next year's event will rival the likes of 
Cowes Week and Cork Week in terms of scale and pizzazz, 
and believe it will bring thousands of visitors to Plymouth's 
waterfront. 
The new event – due to be held in July 2011 – will be 
centred on the historic Barbican, with a tented race village 
at Commercial Wharf. 
 
For the full article, please visit: http://goo.gl/Gbnm 

 
UPER-FAST BROADBAND IS 'KEY FOR CITY'.   This article 
by William TELFORD, was published in The Herald on 

Monday, 4
th

 October 2010: 
 
PLYMOUTH is ideally placed to attract and develop 
creative industries but super-fast broadband is key, a 
leading voice in the sector has said. 
Nathaniel DAVIS, managing director of Tavistock-based 
graphic design firm Tee Design & Printing and the driving 
force behind Plymouth's Creative Brkfst group, said the city 
can capitalise on its environment and lifestyle to attract 
"creative’s". 
He also thinks a talented new generation of designers could 
be enticed to stay in the area once they’ve graduated from 
the University of Plymouth. 
But he said super-fast broadband is needed to enable firms 
to compete in a busy marketplace. 
"Broadband is like roads and canals were in the past," he said. 
The creative economy encompasses advertising, architecture, art, crafts, 
design, fashion, film, music, performing arts, publishing, R&D, TV and 
radio, and increasingly video games development. 
"It's something we can lead the world on and bring work out of London 
as well," Mr. DAVIS said. 
"There is no reason why not. We have the quality of life to attract 
people, particularly those with families. 
"The operating costs are better than in London. With the right support 
people would relocate here." 
He said the lifestyle offered by Plymouth's location presents a 
"compelling argument" for setting creative industries here. 
"There's a real opportunity but we need the infrastructure," he said. 
Last week communications group BT said it intends to bring "super-fast" 
broadband to Plymouth within a year as part of a £2.5 billion project. 
It is also the private sector partner in a £132 million scheme to bring 
super-fast broadband infrastructure to Cornwall. 
Meanwhile, a separate project, Plymouth Chamber of Commerce's 
Digital Plymouth initiative, has also been looking at bringing even faster 
Fibre To The Premises technology to Plymouth. 
Mr. DAVIS said: "We need it to be able to compete with the rest of the world." 
He said creative industries working freelance or from their homes or 
small studios need "high-speed infrastructure to compete". 
He said that with this in place creative industries would not need to 
"outsource their creative work". 
It would help the city compete against such emerging economies as 
India, China and Pakistan. 
He added: "We have a generation of kids who want to be designers. 
"I speak to students at the university and they want lifestyle. If they 
could stay here they would. 
"We have a great place in the university with the Formation Zone and 
good creatives coming up." 

And there is potential to attract relocating firms too. 
"We’re speaking to a company that relocated from London," Mr. DAVIS 
said. "It's happening." 
The Creative Brkfst networking events were launched in May and held 
on the first Friday of each month to offer a place for 'creatives' to meet 
like-minded professionals. 
 

OY SERVICE AT HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH.    Christine REID 
and Geoffrey READ have accepted an invitation to 

attend the Toy Service at Hope Baptist Church on Sunday, 
12

th
 December.  It is always a most delightful occasion with 

the young people of the Church performing the Nativity 
Story in words and music, with the very young providing a 
tableau of the main characters of the story. Always 
very  entertaining! 
The purpose of our invitation is to give a brief introduction 
about the work of DCRS and to accept the donation of the 
gift of toys.  
 

NITY PLYMOUTH is an organisation that’s being 
supported by Fata-He and hopes to become the 

blueprint for Black & Minority Ethnic (B&ME) groups 
striving to be recognised at a local level just like Unity 
Cornwall. Through support, advice and guidance from Fata-
He this has been made possible. Through Fata-He Unity 
Plymouth is now constituted, has honorary officers and is 
open to membership from B&ME people who live in the 
city of Plymouth. 
Unity Plymouth has the aim of such purposes of benefitting 
the B&ME community living within the city of Plymouth.  
Through Fata-He the group aims to: 
 

 Unlock funds for B&ME people in Plymouth.  
 

 To advocate effectively at a city level to ensure that B&ME 
 people within the area are consulted and recognised. 

 

 increase the effectiveness of information for B&ME people 
in the local area. 

 

 Provide a city wide channel of information and 
 representation for the benefit of B&ME people in order that 
 statutory authorities and other  agencies identify the funding 
 and policy needs of local B&ME people. 

 

Meeting Dates for Unity Plymouth at the Council House: 
 
Saturday, 27th November 2010 
Saturday, 18th December 2010 
 
Representatives/ Councillors are invited from various organisations. If 
you have an issue and would like it to be addressed then please tell us! 
Please feel free to attend. Bring your family and friends. All meetings 
are free to all members of the Communities.   Recreational facilities for 
children are provided.   Cultural food is provided  free by volunteers. 
 

Venue:  Council House - next to the Plymouth Civic Centre. 
All Meetings are scheduled to take place from 1 – 5 p.m. 
If  you need further information please visit: www.unityplymouth.co.uk  
or telephone: 
Ikenna:   07868834898 
Chaz:   07950957909 
 

Submitted by Chaz SINGH on behalf of Unity Plymouth 
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SA: THE BURDEN OF RECORD-BREAKING 
DEPORTATIONS.   Deportations Up 70% Since Obama 

Took Office.    
  
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced last 
week that it had broken its own record for deportations, 
affirming the Obama administration's zeal for heavy-handed 
immigration enforcement. According to the announcement, 
deportations have increased by 70% since the Bush 
administration, totalling 392,000 in fiscal year 2010. 
While the agency hailed this figure as a victory, others are taking a step 
back to examine the huge political, financial, and human costs 
associated with this administration's unapologetic and tough approach 
to immigration. 
The human costs.   DHS's efforts have resulted in the deportations of 
195,772 convicted criminals in 2010 alone-perhaps a cause for 
celebration, or at least relief, to the scores of Americans who buy into the 
immigrant-as-criminal narrative. But things are less clear-cut with regard 
to the remaining 196,228 non-criminal individuals deported this year. 
While many of those individuals were undoubtedly swept up during 
border crossings-spending a relatively short spell in detention before 
being deported-many others were just as certainly legal residents 
woefully caught in the "deportation dragnet." 
  

Please see the full report at: http://goo.gl/301U 
 

DIARY DATES 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read 

 

All the dates are shown using the Gregorian (Western) calendar. The 
calendar is accurate, but some dates may vary regionally because they 
are determined by the lunar calendar. Jewish festivals usually begin at 
sundown on the previous day. 
 

If you have access to the internet, just click on the faith links for further 

information.    

 

 
 

 
 
Monday, 1

st
 November 

 
British Sausage Week (Monday, 1st – Sunday, 7th) 
 
Islam Awareness Week (Monday 1st – Sunday, 7th) . 
 
All Saints' Day (Hallowmas, All Hallows') (Christian)  
All Saints' Day (also known as All Hallows' Day or Hallowmas) is when 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics honour all saints, known and unknown, of 
the Christian church. Orthodox churches celebrate it on the first Sunday 
after Pentecost. 
 

 

Tuesday, 2
nd

 November  
 
Islam Awareness Week (Monday 1st – Sunday, 7th) . 
 
Meeting of the Devon & Cornwall Food Association.   All welcome!. 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Bristol Rovers  (H). 
 
All Souls' Day (Christian) . 
All Souls' Day is an opportunity for Roman Catholic and Anglo-Catholic 
churches to commemorate the faithful departed.  
They remember and pray for the souls of people who are in Purgatory. 
All Souls' Day is celebrated on 3rd November if the 2nd is a Sunday. 
 
Coronation of Emperor Haile Selassie I (Rastafari) . 
Haile Selassie was the Emperor of Ethiopia.  
Rastas believe Haile Selassie is God, and that he will return to Africa 
members of the black community who are living in exile. 
 

 
Wednesday, 3

rd
 November  

 
Christmas Card Sale at Plymouth Guildhall 
 (3rd November – 18th December)  
 
Islam Awareness Week (Monday 1st – Sunday, 7th) . 
 

 
Thursday, 4

th
 November  

 
Islam Awareness Week (Monday 1st – Sunday, 7th) . 
 
The House on the Border play being performed at the Barbican Theatre. 
 
Long Term Care & Estate Planning at Boringdon Park Golf Club, Plympton. 
 

 
Friday, 5

th
 November  

 
Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines perform at Plymouth  Pavilions. 
 
Bonfire Night at Devonport Pavilion. 
 
Firework Display on The Hoe. 
 
Fireworks & Rugby at Plymouth Albion’s Brickfields Ground. 
 
Islam Awareness Week (Monday 1st – Sunday, 7th) . 
 
Legal Aid Meeting at the University of Plymouth. 
 
Diwali (Hindu) (Jain) (Sikh). 
 
Diwali, the festival of lights, is the most popular of all the festivals from 
South Asia.  
It is an occasion for celebrations by Hindus as well as Jains and Sikhs. 
For Sikhs, Diwali is particularly important because it celebrates the release 
from prison of the sixth guru, Guru Hargobind, and 52 other princes with 
him, in 1619. 
 

 
Saturday, 6

th
 November  

 
Islam Awareness Week (Monday 1st – Sunday, 7th) . 
 

 
Sunday, 7

th
 November  

 
Islam Awareness Week (Monday 1st – Sunday, 7th) . 
 

 
 
 

U 
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Wednesday, 10
th

 November  
 
Information Session on Marjon Foundation Degree Course. 
 

 
Thursday, 11

th
 November  

 
Armistice Day (Multifaith) . 
Marks the end of the First World War on the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918.  
At 11 a.m. on this day people in the UK pause for two minutes of silence 
to remember those who gave their lives in past conflicts. 
 

 
Friday, 12

th
 November  

 
All Nations Ministries Meeting for Rwanda – Legacy of Hope project  
7 p.m. at Catherine Street Baptist Church Hall. 
 
Promoting   &  Preventing  Community Cohesion:    
Preventing Violent Extremism.    
 
Birth of Baha'u'llah (Bahai)  
Celebrates the birth in 1817 of the founder of the Baha'i faith. 
 

 
Saturday, 13

th
 November  

 
Hand-made Christmas, SEA Saltash 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Tranmere (A). 
 
Plymouth Farmers’ Market. 
 

 
Sunday, 14

th
 November  

 
Gdynia Way reopens but road works continue. 
 
Remembrance Sunday (Multifaith) . 
The second Sunday of November is marked by ceremonies at war 
memorials and cenotaphs to remember those who gave their lives in 
conflicts. 
 

 
Monday, 15

th
 November  

 
Shichigosan (7-5-3 festival) (Shinto) . 
A festival to give thanks for children.  
Often celebrated on the nearest Sunday to the 15th to allow working 
parents to take part. 
  

 
Wednesday,  17

th
 November  

 
Eid-Ul-Adha (Muslim) . 
Festival of Sacrifice marking the day after Arafat.  
The Day of Arafat is the most important day in the Hajj ritual.  
This is a four-day holiday. 
 

 

 

Thursday, 18
th

 November  
 
Christmas Markets open until Saturday 2nd January. 
 
Christmas Lights Switch On at Plymouth City Centre. 
 
Opening Night of the Christmas Ice Rink with a performance by the 
Plymouth Pavilions Figure Skaters.. 
 
Plymouth Winter Festival (18th November 2010 – 9th January 2011). 
 

 
Friday, 19

th
 November  

 
Promoting   &  Preventing  Community Cohesion:    
Preventing Violent Extremism.    
 

 
Saturday, 20

th
 November  

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Brentford (H) 
 

 
Sunday,  21

st
 November  

 
Interfaith Week (Sunday, 21st to Saturday, 27th) 
 
Birthday of Guru Nanak (Lunar Calendar) (Sikh)  
This festival may be celebrated by some on the date fixed by the 
Nanakshahi calendar: 14th April. 
 

 
Monday, 22

nd
 November  

 
Interfaith Week (Sunday, 21st to Saturday, 27th). 
 

 
Tuesday, 23

rd
 November  

 
Interfaith Week (Sunday, 21st to Saturday, 27th). 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Dag & Red (H). 
 
Niinamesei (Shinto)  
Labour Thanksgiving Day, a national holiday in Japan and originally a 
harvest festival. 
 

 
Wednesday, 24

th
 November  

 
DCRS Board Meeting. 
 
Interfaith Week (Sunday, 21st to Saturday, 27th) 
 
The Pilgrimaires will be Singing around the Christmas tree in Drake 
Circus between 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
 
Martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh)  
Guru Tegh Bahadur was the ninth Sikh Guru and is honoured as a 
champion of religious freedom. He was executed in 1675 for refusing to 
convert to Islam. 
 

 
Thursday, 25

th
 November  

 
Interfaith Week (Sunday, 21st to Saturday, 27th). 
 
NCADC Training 
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Friday,  26
th

 November  
 
Interfaith Week (Sunday, 21st to Saturday, 27th). 
 
Last day for submission of articles for the December DCRS Newsletter. 
 
Day of the Covenant (Bahai) . 
This minor festival celebrates the covenant of Baha'u'llah. Baha'is also 
mark the life of 'Abdu'l-Bahá on this day. 
 

 
Saturday, 27

th
 November  

 
Interfaith Week (Sunday, 21st to Saturday, 27th). 
 
Plymouth Farmers’ Market. 
 
Unity Plymouth Meeting. 
 

 
Sunday, 28

th
 November  

 
Ascension of Abdu'l-Baha (Bahai) . 
Marks the death of the son of Baha'u'lláh. This is a minor holy day and 
work is not suspended. 
 
Advent Sunday (Christian) . 
The beginning of the ecclesiastical year on the Sunday closest to 30th 
November.  
Advent is the season before Christmas - In Western Christendom, four 
Sundays are included. 
In Eastern Christendom, the season is longer and begins in the middle of 
November. 
 

 
Monday, 29

th
 November  

 
New Pre-entry Language Requirement Law becomes effective. 

 
 
Tuesday, 30

th
 November  

 
St Andrew's Day (Christian) . 
Saint Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland, Greece and Russia.  
The flag of Scotland is the Cross of St. Andrew.  
St. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was originally a fisherman and 
became the first Apostle. 
 

 

 
 

Friday, 1
st 

December  
 
Plymouth Winter Festival (18th January – 9th January). 
 
Promoting   &  Preventing  Community Cohesion:    
 
Preventing Violent Extremism.   
  

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, 2
nd

 December  
 
Hanukkah (Jewish) . 
Hanukkah is the Festival of Lights and marks the restoration of the temple 
by the Maccabees in 164 BCE.  
Hanukkah is celebrated at roughly the same time as Christmas, but there 
is no connection at all between the festivals. 
 

 
Friday, 3

rd
 December  

 
Pixie LOTT at the Plymouth Pavilions. 
 

 
Saturday, 4

th
 December  

 
Plymouth Farmers’ Market. 
 
Pavilions Date “Squeezed” into 2010 Tour . 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Milton Keynes Dons (A). 
 

 
Sunday, 5

th
 December  

 
The Charity Santa Fun Run at Plymouth city centre. 
 

 
Tuesday, 7

th
 December  

 
Al-Hijira (Muslim) . 
Islamic New Year (1432).  
Marks the migration of the Prophet Mohammad and his followers from 
Mecca to Medina. 

 
Wednesday, 8

th
 December  

 
Diversity performing at Plymouth Pavilions. 
 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Christian) . 
Celebrated by Roman Catholics who remember Mary's conception as 
being without sin, therefore, immaculate. 
 
Bodhi Day (Buddhist) . 
On Bodhi day some Buddhists celebrate Gautama's attainment of 
enlightenment under the Bodhi tree at Bodhgaya, India. 
 

 
Thursday, 9

th
 December  

 
Rockstar Taste of Chaos at Plymouth Pavilions. 
 

 
Saturday, 11

th
 December  

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Exeter (H). 
 
Plymouth Farmers’ Market. 
 
The Band of the RM Corps of Drums perform at the Plymouth Pavilions.  
 

 
Sunday, 12

th
 December  

 
Toy Service at Hope Baptist Church. 
 
Run for Santas at Central Park. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/history/abdulbaha.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/andrew.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/hanukkah.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/alhijra.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/beliefs/immaculateconception.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/catholic/catholic_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
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Monday, 13
th

 December  
 
St. Lucy's Day (Christian).  
St. Lucy's Day or the Feast of St. Lucy is marked by Catholics and Orthodox 
Christians and also celebrated by members of the Lutheran Church. 
 

 
Thursday, 16

th
 December  

 
Ashura (Muslim).  
Islamic holy day observed on the 10th of the Islamic month of Muharram. 
Shi'ite Muslims regard it as a major festival marking the martydom of the 
Prophet's grandson, Hussein. 
 

 
Friday, 17

th
 December  

 
Sleeping Beauty Pantomime at Theatre Royal (Opening Night) (running 
until Saturday, 22nd January). 
 

 
Saturday, 18

th
 December  

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Layton Orient (A). 
 
Plymouth Farmers’ Market. 
 
Unity Plymouth Meeting. 
 

 
Monday, 20

th
 December  

 
The Australian Classic Rock Show at Plymouth Pavilions. 
 

 
Tuesday, 21

st
 December  

 
Winter Solstice - Yule (Pagan) . 
Yule is the time of the winter solstice, when the sun child is reborn, an 
image of the return of all new life born through the love of the Gods. 
Within the Northern Tradition Yule is regarded as the New Year. 
 

 
Friday, 24

th
 December  

 
DCRSC open for business. 
 
Christmas Eve (Christian) . 
The day before Christmas Day. 
 

 
Saturday, 25

th
 December  

 
Christmas Luncheon at the Stoke Damerel Parish Hall. 
 
Christmas Day (Christian) . 
The day when Western Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

FOR CALENDAR DATES  
LATER IN THE YEAR  

AND FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT  
OUR WEBSITE CALENDAR AT:  

 
 http://dcrsc-archives.webs.com/Calendar.htm 

 

 
 

Sunday, 26
th

 December  
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Bournemouth (A). 
 
Boxing Day (Secular)  
The day after Christmas Day.  
A secular festival. 
 
St Stephen's Day (Christian)  
St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr, is celebrated on this day by Roman 
Catholics.  
The day is also called the Feast of Stephen. 
 

 
Monday, 27

th
 December  

 
Christmas Bank Holiday. 

 
DCRSC closed for business. 
 

 
Tuesday, 28

th
 December  

 
DCRSC closed for business. 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Notts County (H). 
 

 
Wednesday, 29

th
 December  

 
DCRSC open for business. 
 

 
Thursday, 30

th
 December  

 
DCRSC open for business. 
 

 
Friday, 31

st
 December  

 
DCRSC open for business. 
 

 
Monday, 2nd January 
 
DCRSC open for business. 
 

 
 

THIS SPACE  
COULD HAVE BEEN 

USED  
TO PLACE  

YOUR NOTICE! 
Why not contact the 

Editor? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/lucy.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/ashura.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/wintersolstice.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://dcrsc-archives.webs.com/Calendar.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
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Devon and Cornwall Refugee Support 
(DCRS) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
7 Whimple Street,  Plymouth PL1 2DH         

Tel:  01752 265952        
Fax: 0870 762 6228      

Email: dcrsc@btopenworld.com      
Website: http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org 

Our major funders: 

                     
 

mailto:dcrsc@btopenworld.com
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/

