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FOREWORD 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ 

  
Dear Friends and Supporters, 
  
I was expecting to publish a few words from the Chair 
but our Chair (Lorna) has been unwell.   So... on behalf of 
the Chair, and the Board of Trustees, I should like to 
thank all of you for your support during 2010 and hope 
for your continued support next year!    
 
May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a very Happy New Year! 
  
Yours sincerely, 
Geoffrey N. READ 
DCRS Trustee & Newsletter Editor 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ 

 
ONTRIBUTIONS.   I rely on you all to provide me with 
articles, reports and newsworthy items to make this 

Newsletter interesting.   So do please keep sending me your 
contributions!   Contributions are required to be submitted 
for the January 2011 edition by no later than Friday, 24

th
 

December 2010. 
 

HE DCRS NEWSLETTER.   The next edition, the January 
2011 edition, will be the last one that I will be editing.   I 

will be handing this task over to the newly-recruited Staff 
Team.   I hope you will continue to support them as you have 
me!    
 

ERRY  CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!   I 
should like to wish all our Readers the compliments 

of the season and thank them all for their support during 
2010.   I would particularly like to thank Kanda P., our 
Computer Pixie, for all the assistance she has given us 
during the year in the production of our Newsletters and 
also our Annual Review.   Many thanks!    
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LETTERS 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. READ 

 
From: Geoffrey Duncan 
To: Geoffrey READ  
Sent: Mon, 1 November, 2010 9:54:49 
 
Subject: Re: NOVEMBER 2010 NEWSLETTER 
  
Dear Geoff, 
  
Thank you for the copy of the DCRS November 2010 Newsletter. This is 
the first one that I have received... and very welcome it is too! 
Kind Regards 
  
Geoff Duncan 
URC Immigration Co-ordinator 
& Administrator 
London Churches Refugee Network 
  

Thank you Duncan... I’m pleased that I’m now receiving a 
copy of your Newsletter too! 
 

 
 

APPY BIRTHDAY!   We wish a very Happy Birthday to all 
those who have birthdays in December and January, 

especially: 
 
Saturday, 11th December: Angela OXLEY 
 
Sunday, 12th December:  Monica YUNNIE 
    
Wednesday, 15th December:  Amir KHALAGHI 
 
Saturday, 1st January : Ibrahim ALAJABNER 
 
Saturday, 1st January:  Rachel GREAVES 
 
Sunday, 2nd January:  Charlie TAYLOR 
 
Wednesday, 5th January: Jocelyn MAS 
 
Saturday, 8th January:  Melanie COYNE  
 
Monday, 10th January: Aferdita ALIMAHDI  
 
Monday, 10th January: Judith KURI 
 
Friday, 14th January:  Alex CUNLIFFE 
 
Sunday, 30th January:  Bill BUDGE 
 

 
 

WELCOME 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ 

 
ELCOME!  No information received this month! 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ  

(except where stated) 

 
SYLUM SEEKERS & REFUGEES (ASR) FORUM. The most 
recent meeting took place on Monday, 25

th
 October 

2010 and DCRS was represented by Arnold MELHUISH.   
Copies of the minutes are available on application to DCRS.   
This Forum has now been dissolved.   The ASR Frontline 
Forum however, will continue meeting. 
 

OARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETINGS.   A meeting of the DCRS 
Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 24

th
 November 

2010.   There will be no meeting in December 2010.   The next 
meeting has been scheduled for January 2011at a date to be 
notified.   Should anyone wish to have a particular matter 
discussed then please contact any DCRS Trustee. 

 
HRISTMAS / NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES.   Opening 
Times for the Centre over the festive week are as follows:  

 
Friday, 24th December 2010 Closed 

Monday, 27th December 2010 Closed 

Tuesday, 28th December 2010 Closed 

Wednesday, 29th December 2010 Open 

Thursday, 30th December 2010 Open 

Friday, 31st December 2010 Closed 

Monday, 3rd January 2011 Closed 

Tuesday, 4th January 2011 Open 

 
Submitted by Pat JOYCE,  
a DCRS Project Support Worker 
 

LYMOUTH ASYLUM SEEKERS & REFUGEES CONSORTIUM. 
 The most recent meeting took place on Tuesday, 30

th
 

November 2010 and DCRS was represented by Lorna SEWELL 
and Arnold MELHUISH.   Copies of the minutes are available 
on application to DCRS.   The date of the next meeting is not 
yet known. 
 

LYMOUTH PAN EQUALITY NETWORK.   A meeting was 
held at Carmel Church on Thursday, 11

th
 November 

2010in Plymouth to set out priorities.   Arnold MELHUISH 
represented DCRS.   The next meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, 1

st 
December 2010. 

 
EFUGEE WEEK STEERING COMMITTEE 2011.   There will 
be no meeting in December 2010.   The next meeting of 

this Committee is scheduled to take place at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 12

th
 January 2011.   Further information can be 

obtained from the Editor (details at the foot of the page). 
 

ALKS & PRESENTATIONS.   No presentations were given 
during November 2010.  

  

If you know of any school, group or other organisation 
that would like to have a presentation - either short or 
long - then do please get in touch with the Editor of 
the Newsletter.                 

 Thank you! 
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OLUNTEERS’ MEETINGS.   A meeting was held on 
Thursday, 25

th
 November 2010 and the minutes will soon 

be available at the Centre.  All volunteers are strongly 
encouraged to attend the next meeting.   There will not be a 
meeting in December and the next meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, 27

th
 January 2011 at 2 p.m. Volunteers who find they 

are unable to attend are requested, as a matter of courtesy, to 
inform our Volunteer Coordinator (Liz HARDING) prior to the 
meeting. 
 

THE ACTIVITIES GROUP 
Written by Bill BUDGE 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   On Saturday, 6

th
 November 2010, 

Rosie invited the Service User to the Cafe at Colstock. 
We all met at the railway station at 4 p.m. This included Bill, 
Christie, Paul, and Sam from Refugees First, and about 20 
Service Users.  On the outward journey train they were all 
really excited.   On arrival we were met by Rosie’s friend and 
taken to the Cafe where there was a laid-on cold and hot food 
for us and copious supplies of tea and coffee. 
We played table tennis, and then all gathered outside to watch 
the firework display which went on for a good 30 
minutes.   Really superb!   Back inside the Cafe the Service 
Users listened to their own music and entertained us with 
some dancing. 
On the return train journey the Service Users  entertained the 
passengers with their singing and dancing and, on arrival at 
Plymouth, they were thanked by all the other passengers for 
their entertainment!    
I, along with all the other helpers would like to thank Rosie and 
her helpers for giving us such a wonderful evening, and for 
inviting us back in the New Year.   Many thanks to you all! 
We all look forward to meeting you again. 
 

THE CLOTHING STORE 
Written by John JEBB 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   We’re now well on top of the 
storage problem we had and so, at long last we can start 

to accept new donations.  
Our immediate needs are duvets and duvet covers, pillows but 
not pillow slips at present, curtains - especially the longer 
ones. 
As from January, we will be welcoming donations of younger 
men’s clothing in small and medium sizes, as well as shoes. 
In summary, here’s is a list of our current requirements: 
  

ITEMS REQUIRED OR NOT REQUIRED 
Blankets Yes please! 
Jeans, Young Men’s, After January 2010 please. 
Curtains Required immediately! 
Duvets - double Required immediately! 
Kitchenware After January 2010 please. 
Pillows Required immediately! 
Pots and Pans (with lids) After January 2010 please. 
Shoes, Young Men’s After January 2010 please. 
Sleeping Bags (in good nick!) Yes please! 
Towels Yes please! 

 

THE FOOD PROGRAMME 
Written by Christine REID 

 (except where stated) 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   As we’re nearing the end of the 
year we can report, that there’s been no let-up with the 

demand for food by our destitute Service Users.  The 
generosity of those who gave good for our Harvest Festival 
Appeal has helped enormously, both with the budget and with 
the variation we were able to provide when issuing our food 
parcels. 
We had fresh fruit and vegetables this year which was an 
added bonus, and some of our Volunteers who have 
allotments and vegetable plots were also very generous. 
One of the success stories this year has been with the Service 
Users trying something different with food.   As the cost of 
most items has risen, we have had to look for 
alternatives.   Chicken curry and minced beef and onions are 
proving popular as are our tins of soup.   Apart from 
something warm it also makes a useful and tasty sauce to go 
along with rice or pasta!  All this has largely been due to the 
encouragement given by our members of our Food Team to 
our Service Users. 
The week prior to Christmas we’ll be issuing two food parcels 
as the Centre will be closed for a couple of days after 
Christmas. 
It’s hoped that early in the New Year we’ll be able to supply 
some  fresh dairy products on a limited basis. 
Recently, we’ve been issuing laundry tablets and / or a small 
supply of washing powder to our destitute Service Users.   This 
has proved quite popular.  This has been supplied in kind by 
one of our Volunteers but if anyone else would like to help us 
by donating a supply then that would be most welcome! 
Toiletry Packs are still being issued on a monthly basis on 
request by our destitute Service Users.    This month we are 
appealing for the following items: 
  
 Gent’s body spray / deodorant 
 Shaving gel / foam 
 Shower gel. 
  
But we never say No to anything! 
Thank you one and all for your continuing support! 
 

 
 

THE INTERNET SUITE 
Written by John JEBB 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   We’re hoping to move the IT Suite 
soon to provide for more social space in the basement 

downstairs. 
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THE RECEPTION DESK TEAM  
& VOLUNTEERS 

Written by John JEBB 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   A new system of coloured cards 
handed out to Service Users who wish to consult a 

Project Support Worker is working very well, having been 
quickly accepted. This has enabled our Staff to control the 
numbers of Service Users seen in any one day, although of 
course, emergencies continue to be handled separately. 
Our team of Reception Desk volunteers continue to do an 
excellent job... especially now we have some more experience 
in this area. 
 

NEWS, INFORMATION & 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

Written or submitted  by Geoffrey N. Read  
(except where stated) 

 
CTION MATTERS.   Tell Damian Green to let asylum 
seekers live with dignity! (Source: Refugee Action) 

 
Refugee Action has long called for the government to  
stop its voucher scheme, where those who were refused 
asylum but could not return home were 
given £35 a week, and no cash, to live on.  
Last year the government finally listened, 
but simply replaced the vouchers with a 
card; still refusing to allow people cash. 
The card still restricts what people can 
buy, where they can shop, leaves them with no cash for 
essential travel and phone calls, and stigmatises them. 
 
•     It's limited to certain shops, requiring people to walk up to 
 three miles to do basic shopping. 
 

•     It stops people from buying in cheaper places, e.g. markets – 
 leaving people poorer than if they received the same    
                amount in cash. 
 

•     People can't carry over more than £5 in total, so they can't 
 save for more expensive items like toiletries. 
 

•     Supermarkets can assess what they deem to be 'essential 
 items' and refuse anything they think doesn't meet these 
 criteria.  
 
“One supermarket refused an individual orange juice and socks; on the 
basis they weren't 'essential'.” Jackie, Refugee Action Caseworker. 
Our solution:  
Please email the Immigration Minister now, and ask for the 
card to be replaced with cash. This would not only save staff 

time in a period when the 
government are cutting 
services, but it would give 
people greater dignity, and 
allow them to think about 
their options rather than 
struggle to buy the basic 

necessities for everyday life. The government is currently 
looking at how to improve the asylum system, so this is a time 
when our voices can really make a difference.    
Take Action Now!  Click on this link!  

AIL FOR IMMIGRATION DETAINEES.   Bail for Immigration 
Detainees (BID) is an independent charity that exists to 

challenge immigration detention 
in the UK. Since 1998, BID has 
worked with asylum seekers and 
migrants in immigration removal centres and in prisons to 
secure their release.  At least 1,500 people have been freed 
from detention in the last ten years with assistance from BID.  
In the past year, our three offices have supported 2,481 people 
held in immigration detention, a 44% increase on the year 
before.  Most were helped to prepare and present their own 
bail applications. BID also prepared 248 bail applications 
ourselves for some of the most vulnerable, including families 
with children and long-term detainees. 
Using their casework experience, BID carries out research 
and gathers evidence to challenge the use of immigration 
detention, improve access to bail, and end the detention of 
children and their families. 
 
For further information please visit the BID website: 
 
http://www.biduk.org/or contact enquiries@biduk.org. 

BID London 020 7247 3590 
BID Oxford 08453 304 536 
BID South (Portsmouth) 023 9281 6633 
Press queries 07962 460956 
 

 
 

LICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS is being performed 
from Wednesday, 8

th
 – Thursday, 16

th
 December 2010 

with a Saturday matinee on Saturday, 11
th

 December 2010.  
 

Tickets available online at:  http://www.wegottickets.com 

 
EAUTY AND THE BEAST from Mars is being performed 
on Friday, 17

th
 December 2010 at 7.30 p.m. and on 

Saturday, 18
th

 December 2010 at 2.30 p.m. and 7.30 pm. 
 

Tickets available online at:  http://www.wegottickets.com 

 
N THE FLESH FESTIVAL 2011.   Friday, 25

th
, Saturday, 26

th
 

and Sunday, 27
th

 February 2011.   In the Flesh is a unique 
opportunity for emerging, experienced and / or young 
practitioners to platform their new work. Now in its fifth year, 
it encourages experiments in live performance and showcases 
new artistic ideas. The festival programmes scratch work to 
fully polished pieces; from the bitter and twisted, to the heart-
stoppingly beautiful, in a multitude of spaces. 
In the Flesh is a rich tapestry of experiences, experiments and 
entertainment. A melting pot of ideas, innovation and 
creativity; bringing together scratch, emerging, high-risk and 
professional performances that challenge the perceptions of 
audiences new and old. 
 

Please visit:   http://www.barbicantheatre.co.uk/flesh_festival.php  for 
more information and email intheflesh@barbicantheatre.co.uk for an 
application form. 
Closing date of submissions: 5 p.m. Monday, 13th December 2010.  
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LACK & ETHNIC MINORITIES DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
(BME DV) ACTION GROUP.   An open invitation: 

 

Dear Friend, 
We’re delighted to invite you and your colleagues to the BEM 
DV Action Group Christmas Party!  
The event will be raising money for 
women with no recourse to public 
funds for assistance such as 
accommodation in refuge shelters, 
childcare support and legal advice. 
Such resources are automatically 
provided by the Government to women who are UK citizens, 
but those who are spouses, students and immigrants from 
inside and outside the EU do not qualify for such help. When 
Domestic Violence becomes an issue, there’s nowhere for 
these women to go. 
Your help will enable us to build an emergency fund to provide 
support for these women, and we’ll have a lot of fun at the 
same time! 
Here are the important Party details: 
 
When:  Wednesday, 15th December 2010 
Where:  Belmont Park Hall, Belmont Park, Exeter,  
  Devon, EX4 6SU 
Time:  5 to 8 p.m. 
 

You’ll have a chance to win some fantastic prizes donated by 
local Exeter businesses in our Christmas Raffle, and there’ll be 
some delicious food and various alcoholic and soft drinks on 
sale. We’re also lucky enough to have secured some live 
music! So come along, everyone’s welcome! Use your 
Christmas cheer to raise awareness for this important cause. 
If you could let me know if you and your friends are planning 
to join us, that would be great! Feel free to email on the below 
address, or give me a call. 
Many thanks for your support, 
Lauren HAYHURST 
Volunteer, BME DV 
 
RSVP: smartlolly3@aol.com  
 07815908396 / (01392) 660089 

 
ARDS SUPPORT GOOD CAUSES.   This article appeared 
in The Herald on Monday, 25

th
 October 2010: 

 
A MULTI-CHARITY Christmas card shop will open in the city 
centre.   The Cards for Good Causes Charity Christmas cards 
outlet will run from Wednesday, 3

rd
 November 2010 to 

Saturday, 18
th

 December in Plymouth Guildhall. It will be 
open Monday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

HRISTMAS LUNCHEON.   As in the previous four years, a 
free Christmas Lunch will be held on Christmas Day at the 

Stoke Damerel Parish Centre (near the City College).    
Everybody will be made welcome:  Asylum Seekers, Refugees, 
and British volunteers! 
Everyone has enjoyed these events in previous years.   If 
anyone has any items that would serve as Christmas Presents 
then please take them along.   All types of Christmas food 
would also be welcomed! 
 

OUNCIL APPEALS FOR PANEL MEMBERS.   Plymouth City 
Council is looking for people in the community to help 

decide the fate of parents’ appeals against 
school admission and exclusion decisions. 
Each year the Council searches the city for 
people to become members of its School 
Appeal Panel. The panel considers appeals as a result of 
decisions made to either refuse families’ first choices of 
schools they want their children to go to or decisions to 
exclude a child from school.  
Members look at evidence presented to them and decide 
whether the individual circumstances merit overturning the 
decision of the Council or school or its governing body.  The 
panels consider appeals using guidance under the School 
Standards & Framework Act 1998.  
To make appeals fair and impartial, a panel must include a 
layperson and someone with educational experience.  A 
layperson must be someone without experience in the 
management of a school or the provision of education in any 
school (other than as a school governor or in another voluntary 
capacity).  The other member must have experience in 
education, be familiar with educational conditions in the city 
or be the parent of a registered pupil at school.  
Appeal panels meet for periods of time ranging from a few 
hours to all day and most meetings take place in spring and 
early summer. Anyone interested can specify how much time 
they are able to give. Most panel members feel they offer a 
worthwhile service and are rewarded by knowing they play an 
important role in providing an impartial service to the 
community.  
Service on appeal panels is voluntary, however members are 
entitled to out-of-pocket expenses for travel and subsistence, 
within prescribed limits.  Panels are completely independent 
of the Council and the school or its governing body.  
Councillor Joan WATKINS, Cabinet Member for Children & 
Young People, said: “These are positions of real responsibility 
that have a direct impact on the lives of children and young 
people in the city. Ultimately the decision made by an appeal 
panel can mean the difference between a child getting into 
their first choice of school or continuing their education at a 
particular school.  It’s a very serious and interesting role that 
requires genuine commitment and integrity.”   
No experience is necessary as full training will be provided.  
The closing date for the applications is Friday, 17

th
 December 

2010. 
Decisions made by the panels are final and must be honoured 
by the Council and school or its governing body. 
 

If you’re interested in serving on one of the panels please call 
Gemma PEARCE on (01752) 307990 or write to:  
 
Clerk to the School Appeals Panel,  
Corporate Support Department,  
Plymouth City Council, Floor 1,  
Civic Centre, Plymouth PL1 2AA.  
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EVON & CORNWALL FOOD ASSOCIATION LTD. (DCFA). 
The Plymouth-based Devon & Cornwall Charitable Food 

Group (DCCFG) became a private company limited by 
guarantee on 26

th
 October 2010 with 

the new title of The Devon & Cornwall 
Food Association Ltd (DCFA). DCFA 
held a meeting in Catherine Street 
Baptist Church in Plymouth on 
Tuesday, 2

nd 
November 2010.   Copies 

of the minutes can be obtained from 
Geoff – contact details at the foot of the page.    The next 
meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 7

th
 December 

2011, again at the Catherine Street Baptist Church.   This is one 
week later than usual because of the Festive Holidays.   
Everyone is welcome to join this charitable Association.  We’ll 
soon be looking for specialised volunteers, such as 
Administrators, Fundraisers, Drivers, Helpers, etc.    
We’re planning a trip to Bristol soon to take a look at the set-
up there.   Interested?   Contact the Editor (details at the foot 
of the page). 
 
If you wish to know more please visit: http://dcfa.webs.com/  
 

RONTEX, the EU agency based in Warsaw, was created 
as a specialised and independent body tasked to 

coordinate the operational cooperation between Member 
States in the field of 
border security. The 
activities of Frontex are 
intelligence driven.  Frontex complements and provides 
particular added value to the national border management 
systems of the Member States. 
When it comes to European border control the numbers 
speak for themselves. With 42,672 km of external sea 
borders and 8,826 km of land borders, the Schengen free-
movement area comprises 25 countries (including a 
number of non-EU states) enabling free internal travel for 
nearly half a billion people across the continent, with 
300,000 crossings at the external borders in 2009 alone. 
The Schengen zone is a unique global phenomenon and the 
number of people crossing its external borders is expected 
to keep rising. Within this context, Frontex’s responsibility 
is essentially simple, though in practice daunting: To ensure 
that the EU’s external borders remain permeable and 
efficient for bona fide travellers while being an effective 
barrier to cross-border crime.    
 
35 Charter Flights from European Union organised by Frontex from 
January to September 2010: 
 
Total number removed: 1,836   (Average 52 per flight): 
14 flights to Nigeria + two drops in Cameroon one in Gambia 
8 flights to Kosovo + four drops in Albania 
6 Flights to Georgia + two drops in Armenia 
3 flights to Iraq 
2 flights to Ukraine 
2 flights to Colombia & Ecuador 
1 flight to Burundi 
 
Cost of 31 flights:  706,5778.9 Euros (no financial data for 5 flights) 
 

Please click on this link for further details and the full 
report:  Source Frontex: Accomplished operations 

OST A REFUTEA ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 2010.   The 
fundamental value of human protection and justice 

celebrated on Human Rights Day is at the 
core of our work with refugees. So we’re 
calling on our friends to champion Human 
Rights Day with us by hosting a RefuTEA on 
Friday, 10

th
 December.   We’re asking you 

to mobilise your local community, family 
and friends to raise awareness that people 
seeking asylum in the UK have the right to be treated with 
respect and humanity; and you’ill be raising vital funds for 

our work with asylum seekers and 
refugees.    
RefuTEA hosts during Refugee 
Week had lots of fun whilst raising 
thousands of pounds from their 
RefuTEA Parties.  Please join them 
and stand up for the human rights 
of refugees on Human Rights Day.    
You can get more information on 

hosting a RefuTEA on our website.  Order a RefuTEA host 
pack  or drop us a line  or call us on 020 7346 1203 if you 
have any questions.   
 

OMELESS OFFERED SHELTER AND TRAINING.   This 
article was published in The Herald on Wednesday, 3rd 

November 2010: 
 
VISION: Computer image of 
George House in Battery Street 
 
WORK to build a £3.5 million 
homeless project in the city centre is well under way. 
Commissioned by the city council, George House in Battery 
Street would be complete by next year, said Bournemouth 
Churches Housing Association, leading the development. 
The scheme, which will provide shelter, training and 
employment for 46 vulnerable people, has been supported by 
more than £3.5 million from the Homes & Communities 
Agency and replaces the council's Ship hostel and the 
neighbouring night shelter, operated by the Shekinah Mission. 
Some 30 people have so far learned new skills on site or in workshops 
with regional company Mi-Space, the building contractor, linking into 
a local 'back-to-work' project run by the Shekinah Mission. 
Designed by local architects Form Design Group, the building is due to 
be extremely energy efficient, incorporating renewable energy 
sources, and will include a garden where residents can grow their own 
food to prepare in the training kitchen. BCHA said it was hoped the 
project could help stimulate the regeneration of the Millbay area.  
The development is supported by a land subsidy from the city council, 
funding from BCHA and a £1.5 million investment from the HCA's 
Places of Change Programme, in addition to £2.1 million from its 
National Affordable Housing Programme. 
Councillor Ted FRY, Cabinet member for Planning, Strategic Housing & 
Economic Development, said although the Ship Hostel had carried out 
a sterling service, it was out-of-date. 
"It’ll be about so much more than vital shelter," he said. "We want 
this to be somewhere they can start again, rebuild their confidence, 
their lives and their skills so they can start feeling part of the 
community once more rather than isolated from it." 
BCHA development director Ron PEAK said: "After months of 
coordinating the concept, consultation and planning of this project, 
it's great to see it taking shape." 
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The Herald Editorial Comment:   

 
Helping vulnerable people. 
IT IS to Plymouth's credit that facilities exist here to look after 
some of the most vulnerable members of society. 
Over the years, the City Council's Ship hostel and the 
neighbouring night shelter operated by the Shekinah Mission 
have been welcoming havens of hope for homeless men and 
women, providing shelter, companionship and advice. But 
despite all the immeasurable good they do, these facilities are 
now showing their age. 
So it’s fantastic a project to build a modern, bigger complex to 
replace them is now well under way. 
The £3.5 million George House in Battery Street will provide 
shelter, training and employment for 46 people. Better still, it 
will help them turn around their lives. City councillor Ted FRY 
told us: "We want this to be somewhere they can start again, 
rebuild their confidence, their lives and their skills so they can 
start feeling part of the community once more rather than 
isolated from it." 
What a fantastic prospect. Here's to its speedy completion. 
 

OINT COUNCIL FOR THE WELFARE OF IMMIGRANTS.   Why 
the UK needs to take note of the European 

Commissioner for Human Rights.   (Source: JCWI) 
Earlier this week (26

th
 November 2010) the 

Council of Europe Commissioner for Human 
Rights Thomas HAMMARBERG stated that Europe should 
accept more refugees  in need of safe resettlement.  
 

Nine out of ten refugees stranded   
The UNHCR estimates that annual resettlement needs amount 
to some 800,000 refugees.   European 
Governments between them have 
offered to accommodate only 80, 000 
annually. This leaves 90% of the 
world’s 800,000 refugees stranded in 
uncertain circumstances with no 
prospect of resettlement for 10 years. 
 

The UK – a poor track record  
The UK deals with refugee resettlement primarily through  its 
Gateway Protection Programme. In summary under this 
programme the UNHCR refers cases to the UK Border Agency 
who then go on to asses these cases individually. 
Cases are examined with a view to establishing whether those 
referred are refugees,  people at risk of human rights breaches 
and whether they are unable to sustain long-term security and 
have a lack of local integration in the country where they have 
initially sought refuge. 
 

The UK accepts only 2% of the total   
Its current resettlement quota for the year is a mere 
750.  Figures are not presently available to verify whether was 
met last year. Past figures however rather embarrassingly show 
that the UK has consistently resettled fewer refugees that 
its quota would allow for. The figures are:  
 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

150 70 355 465 640 

A worldwide comparison  
The Commissioner highlights the disparity between the 
numbers of refugees received by America and Europe.  Europe 
accommodates only 14% of the world’s refugees. In contrast 
the USA accommodates seven times more refugees than 
European countries and some African states host more 
refugees than all of Europe put together. In fact  80% of the 
world’s refugees are today living in developing countries. 
 
The future  
The Commission recently proposed the establishment of a 
Joint EU Resettlement Programme, in which member states 
would receive financial assistance for resettling refugees. Until 
something like this is introduced the Commissioner is asking 
European states to support the UNHCR in overcoming the 
crisis facing refugees by increasing their annual quotas. 
With the Coalition attempting to cultivate an image for its 
immigration policy as one  tough on control but human-rights-
friendly in spirit, one might hope for an improvement in the 
UK in this thoroughly unsatisfactory state of affairs. 

 

 
 

ATEST UPDATE FROM THE CONSTRUCTION SITE.   The 
main swimming pool area at the Plymouth Life Centre is 

well underway... the preparation work needed for the 
concrete casting of the water spill channels around the 
main pool has begun. 
The below-ground works for the diving pool structure are also 
nearing completion. The structural steelwork for the climbing 
wall area has also made good progress and should be 
completed in the next two weeks. The three 40 metre long 
trapezoidal beams which will span the main pool have been 
manufactured and assembled and it is anticipated these huge 
beams will be hoisted into position in early December. 
In other areas, block work is continuing and the majority of the 
equipment bases have been constructed at roof level and the 
cladding which will screen the equipment has started. 
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http://www.thisisplymouth.co.uk/topics/place/shiphostel
http://jcwi.wordpress.com/2010/11/26/why-the-uk-needs-to-take-note-of-the-european-commissioner-for-human-rights/
http://my.otherinbox.com/r?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcommissioner.cws.coe.int%2Ftiki-view_blog_post.php%3FpostId%3D102
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UTCRY! CAMPAIGN:  THE LATEST NEWS 
 

Dear Outcry! Supporter, 
 
Although the Government 
promised to end the 
immigration detention of 
children in May 2010, five 
months later it is still unclear 
when and how this will 
become a reality, and 
children are continuing to 
suffer in detention. In 
addition, we’ve received worrying reports about the 
alternative to detention pilots, which the UK Border Agency 
(UKBA) are running with families in the North West and 
London. In these pilots, families who’ve often been in the UK 
for several years, and have children who were born in this 
country, are being expected to make a decision to leave the UK 
in just two weeks. Additionally, the pilots do not appear to 
have adequate safeguards in place to protect children's health 
and welfare.  
It was also reported on the BBC recently that the Government 
are considering separating families or holding families in 
monitored accommodation as alternatives to detention. The 
Children’s Society and Bail for Immigration Detainees are 
keeping up the pressure on the Government to end the 
immigration detention of children, and to ensure that any 
alternatives safeguard child welfare. On Tuesday, 2

nd
 

November, The Children’s Society was interviewed on BBC 
Radio 4’s Today programme, voicing our concerns about the 
continued detention of children. We were also recently quoted 
in a piece in The Guardian, outlining the problems with the 
Government’s current pilots. 
We’ve been briefing parliamentarians about our concerns, and 
a number of parliamentary questions have been asked about 
detention of children in the last few weeks. On Monday, 18

th
 

October, the Immigration Minister, Damian Green provided a 
written response to a question about the safety and wellbeing 
of children in detention: 
 
‘The Government have made clear their commitment to ending the 
detention of children for immigration purposes. We are currently 
conducting a review to consider how this can be done in a way which 
protects the welfare of children while ensuring the return of families 
who have no right to be in the UK.’  
 

Thank you for your support. We’ll continue to update you 
when we know more. 
 
The OutCry! Campaign Team 
  
P.S. Keep updated on the Outcry! website or follow us on Facebook 
or Twitter.    

 

 
 

LYMOUTH ARGYLE FOOTBALL CLUB FIXTURES.  
 

December 
Saturday, 4th  Milton Keynes Dons  (A) 
Saturday, 11th  Exeter   (H) 
Saturday, 18th  Leyton Orient  (A) 
Sunday, 26th Bournemouth  (A) 
Tuesday, 28th Notts County  (H) 
 
January 
Saturday, 1st  Yeovil   (H) 
Tuesday, 4th Bristol Rovers  (A) 
Saturday, 8th  Huddersfield  (A) 
Saturday, 15th Oldham   (H) 
Saturday, 22nd  Charlton   (A) 
Saturday, 29th  Bournemouth  (H) 
 

For further information, please visit: http://www.pafc.co.uk/ 

 
LYMOUTH LIBRARY & INFORMATION SERVICES.   
We’ve received some brochures in our Centre from the 

Central Library.   These leaflets explain the Library’s new 
Self-Service System which is due to be rolled out to the 
seven larger libraries in Plymouth: 
 

Central, 
Crownhill, 
Devonport, 
Plympton, 
Plymstock, 
Southway, and 
St. Budeaux 
 

If you would like to know more about these services please log 
on to: http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/libraries  

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

ET READY PLYMOUTH PIXIE LOTT IS HEADING OUR WAY!   
Last seen in the city supporting The Saturdays, Pixie LOTT 

has now announced her very own headline tour of the UK.   
You can catch her at the Pavilions this December... 
 
Date:      Friday, 3rd December 2010 
Price:     £23.50* 

Time:      7.30 p.m.                                                 More PIXIE info! 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11670884
http://communicatoremail.com/In/9186834/0/SByn3p3nTwvmZVZ7JOxV_j-kL5yf3D14/
http://communicatoremail.com/In/9186835/0/SByn3p3nTwvmZVZ7JOxV_j-kL5yf3D14/
http://communicatoremail.com/In/9186836/0/SByn3p3nTwvmZVZ7JOxV_j-kL5yf3D14/
http://communicatoremail.com/In/9186837/0/SByn3p3nTwvmZVZ7JOxV_j-kL5yf3D14/
http://communicatoremail.com/In/9186838/0/SByn3p3nTwvmZVZ7JOxV_j-kL5yf3D14/
http://communicatoremail.com/In/9186839/0/SByn3p3nTwvmZVZ7JOxV_j-kL5yf3D14/
http://www.pafc.co.uk/
http://www.plymouth.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.plymouthpavilions.com/prod-productions_details.asp?pid=428
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AVILIONS DATE 'SQUEEZED' INTO 2010 TOUR!   In 
1977 Squeeze shot to fame with the album Packet of 

Three thank s to the pithy 'kitchen-sink' lyrics and new 
wave guitar music that have since become their trademark.  
Despite tentatively reforming in 2007, Squeeze have so far 
refused to tread the well-
worn reunion path by trading 
on their past glories, which 
have included hit singles on 
both sides of the Atlantic such 
as Cool for Cats, Tempted, 
Hourglass and Up The 
Junction. 
Over 30 years after Packet of Three, will Squeeze fans be 
able to spot the difference? Certainly not if the infectious 
enthusiasm that the band still bring to their live shows is 
anything to go by! 
Squeeze will be joined by special guests The Lightning Seeds. 
 
Date:   Saturday, 4th December 2010 
Time:  Doors at 7 p.m. 

Price:  £33.50*                                                                           More Info 
  

 
IVERSITY  RETURN  TO  PLYMOUTH THIS DECEMBER!  
Following the massive success of their critically acclaimed 

'Diversitoys' tour, the group will be heading back on the road 
this Winter for a new 13 date tour!  
 
Date:        Wednesday, 8th December 2010 
Tickets:     £29.50, £21.50* 

Time:        7.30 p.m.                                                        More Info! 
 

 
 

OCKSTAR TASTE OF CHAOS.   For all you metal fans, not 
one, not two, but four bands 

will be heading your way this 
December!   
Disturbed,  Papa Roach,  Buckcherry 
and Halestorm will all be taking to 
the Pavilions stage in what promises 
to be a night not to be missed! 
 
Date:  Thursday, 9th December 2010 
Time:   6.40 p.m. 

Price:  £25*                                                                            Buy Tickets 
 
 

OYAL MARINES CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR.   The Royal 
Marines band return to the Pavilions for their annual 

Christmas Spectacular.   Proceeds 
from the event will go to the 
maritime charity Seafarers UK, 
formerly known as King George's 
Fund for Sailors, which supports 
the Royal Navy and Royal Marines, 
the Merchant Navy and Britain's 
fishing fleets. 
To book, contact the box office on 0845 146 1460. 
    
Date: Saturday, 11th December 2010 
Time:  7.30 p.m. 

Prices:  £17, £16, £15*                                                         Book Tickets 
 

HE AUSTRALIAN CLASSIC ROCK SHOW.  This unforgettable 
evening of guitar rocking, air punching, chorus singing, 

foot stomping fun presents two 
and a half hours of classic rock's 
best moments! With tracks by 
Supertramp, Dire Straits, Led 
Zeppelin, Jimmy Hendrix, The Who 
and more, topped with a sprinkle 
of Aussie humour! 
  
Date:  Monday, 20th December 
Time:   8 p.m. 

Price:  £27.50*                                                                        Buy Tickets 
 

TEPHEN K AMOS AT PLYMOUTH PAVILIONS.  Comedian 
Stephen K Amos is to bring his latest show, The Best 

Medicine, to Plymouth Pavilions 
next year. 
Fresh from a busy year filming his 
own BBC2 comedy series, The 
Stephen K AMOS Show, Stephen is 
back on tour.   He’s appeared on 
Have I Got News For You (BBC1), 
The Royal Variety Show (ITV) and Live At The Apollo (BBC) 
and he made it to the finals of Paramount’s Last Comic 
Standing.   He’s also had phenomenal success at the 
Adelaide and Melbourne festivals selling out a 1,400 seat 
theatre for ten nights in a row and adding extra shows. 
Stephen K AMOS brings The Best Medicine to Plymouth 
Pavilions on Saturday, 29

th
 January 2011. 

Tickets for the show (ages 16 and above) are on sale at cost 
£18.50 by telephoning 0845 146 1460.                 More Info 
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http://www.plymouthpavilions.com/prod-productions_details.asp?pid=393
http://www.plymouthpavilions.com/prod-productions_details.asp?pid=426
http://www.plymouthpavilions.com/prod-productions_details.asp?pid=445
http://www.plymouthpavilions.com/prod-productions_details.asp?pid=381
http://www.plymouthpavilions.com/prod-productions_details.asp?pid=448
http://www.plymouthpavilions.com/prod-productions_details.asp?pid=431
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LYMOUTH WINTER FESTIVAL.   Plans unveiled for 
Christmas ice rink attraction in Piazza.   This article was 

published in The Herald on Thursday, 21st October 2010. 
 
PLANS for a fun festive ice rink which will be the focus of the 
city's Christmas and winter celebrations have been unveiled. 
The rink will once again be placed in the Piazza in Armada 
Way and open to the public from mid November through 
to January 2011. 
It will be opened by a performance from the Plymouth 
Pavilions figure skaters on Thursday, 18th November, to 
coincide with the city's Christmas lights switch-on. 
It will remain open every day – except Christmas Day – until 
Sunday, 9th January. 
The Plymouth Winter Festival will also include: 
 
 Christmas Markets from Thursday, 18th November to 

Saturday, 2nd January,  
 

 Sleeping Beauty at the Theatre Royal from Friday, 17th 
December 17 to Saturday, 22nd January, and the 

 

 Christmas Carnival on Sunday, 5th December,  
 

along with late-night shopping, street entertainment and a 
special Santa fun run. 

More info about the festival: www.plymouthcitycentre.co.uk  

 
RIDE AND PREJUDICE...   is an exciting recovery-based 
project for any person experiencing mental distress / ill 

health. Co-ordinated by Colebrook Housing Society and 
PIPS (Plymouth Involvement & Participation Service), we 
encourage people to enjoy green spaces via a range of 
environmental activities. Through active participation at 
our project participants can improve their mental and 
physical wellbeing, and also the local environment.   We’ll 
support each volunteer’s involvement in activities such as: 
  
 designing garden spaces; 
 helping with promotion and publicity or fundraising 
 digging, planting, choosing materials 
 taking photographs 
 helping manage the budget 
  
Our project also aims to reduce stigma and discrimination, 
overcoming prejudice and enabling people to take pride in 
their local communities. 
So come on, get involved, make a positive contribution to 
your local area and show your local community what can 
be achieved by working together in partnership. 
  
For more information or to get involved, please contact: 
Pricilla McCarthy on (01752) 202407. 
 

 

ROMOTING   &  PREVENTING  COMMUNITY 
COHESION:   PREVENTING VIOLENT EXTREMISM.   

 It’s everyone’s business!   
Following the success of training days 
held in 2009 and earlier this year, 
further opportunities are now available in a new round of 
half-day sessions for front line staff. 
 
Aims of the Day: To provide opportunities to raise awareness and 

deepen understanding of: 
 

 The latest Government thinking on the ‘Prevent Strategy’ 

 Violent extremism and the far right 

 Myths and misunderstanding about Islam 

 The process of radicalisation 

 Our roles and responsibilities 
  
Half-day sessions planned (see dates below) and they will run from 9 a.m. - 
12.30 p.m. and will be interactive with opportunities for questions and 
discussion. 
 

The training is free and tea / coffee will be provided. 
 
Venue: Plymouth Centre for Faiths & Cultural Diversity, 

3a Watts Road, St. Judes, Plymouth, PL4 8SE 
 

Available Dates: Wednesday  1st December,  Thursday 13th January,  

Monday 24th January, and Wednesday  9th February.  
 

Booking a Place: Please contact Gemma FOSTER by telephoning 

(01752) 254438 or by emailing:  gemma@pcfcd.co.uk 
 

AFTERNOTE:  Geoff READ (the Editor) attended this 
Workshop on behalf of DCRS on Friday 15

th
 October 2010 

and found it very worthwhile! Good instruction, good 
information and time well spent! 
 

 
 

UT ON YOUR SANTA SUIT FOR FUN RUN.   The following 
article was published in The Herald on Thursday, 4th 

November 2010: 
 
FESTIVE fundraisers across Plymouth are urged to pull on 
their Santa suits for a fun run. 
The Santa Fun Run is being held on Sunday, 5

th
 December 

in support of Diabetes UK. 
It will take place in Plymouth City Centre from 11 a.m. and 
is split into two distances: a main 4 km route and a smaller 
2.5 km route for families and children. 
The event is being organised by the Rotary Club of Saltram, 
with help from Plymouth City Centre Company as part of its 
West End Carnival. 
Other beneficiary charities include Children's Hospice South 
West and the local Rotary Children's Charities. 
All registered runners are encouraged to raise a minimum 
sponsorship of £20 and will receive a free Santa suit. 
Entry is limited to the first 600 Santas.  
To register call 01823 324 007, e-mail: south.west@diabetes.org.uk 
or download a form at www.plymouthsantafunrun.co.uk. 
Diabetes UK is also looking for volunteer marshals. 
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http://www.plymouthcitycentre.co.uk/
mailto:gemma@pcfcd.co.uk
mailto:south.west@diabetes.org.uk
http://www.pl/
http://mouthsantafunrun.co.uk/
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EFUGEE WEEK 2011.   The organisers have recently heard 
from Plymouth City Council that they have no funding to 

support the planning of Refugee 
Week this year, and that the 
organisers should work on the 
assumption that there’ll be no 
funding to support the Week itself 
in June 2011.  As we all know, Local 
Authorities are facing very tough 
times and the organisers would like to thank the Council Staff 
for advocating for Refugee Week so strongly... but it looks like 
this is a battle they can’t win! 
Discussions are now under way to decide what can be done in 
the absence of any funding.  Everyone is stretched in terms of 
capacity and resources, and there’s a real possibility that 
without the City Council’s support the Week may not go ahead 
in Plymouth. If anyone has any ideas, would they please send 
them to the Editor (details at the foot of the page) and he’ll 
pass them on to the organisers. 
 

UN FOR SANTAS WILL BE AT CENTRAL PARK.   This 
article was published in the Herald on Wednesday, 6th 

October 2010:  
  
HUNDREDS of runners are expected to get into the Christmas 
spirit when they don festive costumes to take part in an annual 
event. 
The fifth Santa's Christmas Pudding 
Run is being held in December. 
But unlike previous years it will take 
place at Central Park, allowing up to 400 people to take part. 
Entry is £12 per person, which includes Santa's famous red and 
white suit, complete with beard. 
Another new addition for this year's eye-catching run will be 
the chance for Plymouth Argyle fans to dress in a green version 
of the Christmas outfit. Money raised at the running event will 
be donated to local charities. 
Participants will tackle a 5km route although there could be a 
reduced course if large numbers of younger athletes would like 
to take part. The run will take place on Sunday, 12th December 
from 10 a.m. 
Entry forms can be found at www.plymouthcoasters.co.uk or 
by visiting Frank Elford Sports, Mayflower Street. 
 

 
 
 

 
Friday, 17

th
 December – Saturday, 22

nd
 January 2011 

Theatre Royal Pantomime Sleeping Beauty  
Starring Joe Pasquale 
Don't miss the chance to reserve the best seats in the house 
for our pantomime.  The South West's biggest Christmas show 
is pantomime at its absolute best!          Buy Tickets    Prices 

OY SERVICE AT HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH.    Christine REID 
and Geoffrey READ have accepted an invitation to 

attend the Toy Service at Hope Baptist Church on Sunday, 
12

th
 December.  It is always a most delightful occasion with 

the young people of the Church performing the Nativity Story 
in words and music, with the very young providing a tableau 
of the main characters of the story. Always very  entertaining! 
The purpose of our invitation is to give a brief introduction 
about the work of DCRS and to accept the donation of the 
gift of toys.  
 

NITY PLYMOUTH is an organisation that’s being 
supported by Fata-He and hopes to become the blueprint 

for Black & Minority Ethnic (B&ME) groups striving to be 
recognised at a local level just like Unity Cornwall. Through 
support, advice and guidance from Fata-He this has been 
made possible. Through Fata-He Unity Plymouth is now 
constituted, has honorary officers and is open to membership 
from B&ME people who live in the city of Plymouth. 
Unity Plymouth has the aim of such purposes of benefitting 
the B&ME community living within the city of Plymouth.  
Through Fata-He the group aims to: 
 

 Unlock funds for B&ME people in Plymouth.  
 

 To advocate effectively at a city level to ensure that B&ME people 
within the area are consulted and recognised. 

 

 Increase the effectiveness of information for B&ME people in the 
local area. 

 

 Provide a city wide channel of information and representation for 
the benefit of B&ME people in order that statutory authorities and 
other agencies identify the funding and policy needs of local B&ME 
people.  

 

Meeting Dates:  
Saturday, 18th December 2010,   
 Saturday, 29th January 2011 
Saturday, 26th February 2011,     
Saturday, 26th March 2011 
 

Representatives/ Councillors are invited from various 
organisations. If you have an issue and would like it to be 
addressed then please tell us! Please feel free to attend. Bring 
your family and friends. All meetings are free to all members 
of the Communities.   Recreational facilities for children are 
provided.   Cultural food is provided  free by volunteers. 
 
Venue:   
Council House - next to the Plymouth Civic Centre.  
 
All Meetings are scheduled to take place from 1 – 5 p.m. 
 
If  you need further information please visit:  

www.unityplymouth.co.uk   

or telephone: 
Ikenna:  07868834898,   
Chaz: 07950957909 
 

Submitted by Chaz SINGH on behalf of Unity Plymouth 
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http://www.plymouthcoasters.co.uk/
http://secure.theatreroyal.com/tickets/production.aspx?PID=301813
http://www.theatreroyal.com/prod-productions_prices.asp?pid=1650
http://www.unityplymouth.co.uk/
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NIVERSITY OF PLYMOUTH Community Research Awards 
2010.   The Community Research Awards are designed to 

connect the University's world class researchers with our local 
community, and enable research into questions of importance 
to community groups. Since their launch in 2008 the Awards 
have enabled research expertise at the University of Plymouth 
to make a real difference to our community, whilst generating 
valuable research opportunities.   We are pleased to note that 
Refugees First were amongst the winning entries for 2010: 
 
Community Group: Refugees First. 
 
Academic team: Led by Eleanor BUTLAND, working with 
Hilary DUCKETT, Graham CLAYTON, and Beryl BADGER. 
Description: The aim of this project is to 
enable Refugees First to make the transition 
from a voluntary organisation to an effective 
and sustainable social enterprise; and to 
model the process of transition for use by 
other organisations. It will also explore metrics for evaluating 

the impact of Refugees First 
whose mission is to engage 
with the Plymouth community 
and dispel myths surrounding 
refugees. The School of 
Management will utilise 
student placements in social 
enterprise from its pilot 

scheme, coached mentored and supported by the academic 
staff team.  
 
For further information please visit: http://goo.gl/JoKCt 
 

ALUE OF CITY'S FAITH GROUPS HIGHLIGHTED.   This 
article was published in The Herald on Tuesday, 9

th 

November 2010: 
  
RELIGIOUS bodies contribute voluntary work worth millions of 
pounds to the welfare of the city, a new survey has found. 
Faith groups carry out thousands of hours of volunteer work to 
help everyone from street workers to ordinary mums and 
toddlers, the research shows. 
Experts from the University of Plymouth found that volunteers 
give just over 450,000 hours of their time in Plymouth every 
year. 
And if all those volunteers, mostly Christians, were paid just 
the minimum wage their efforts would be worth £2,781,056 
annually. 
But the Social & Public Policy Research Group said that even 
this was a massive underestimation because just 45% of the 
dozens of faith groups in the city responded to the survey. 
The findings also do not take into account the value of church 
buildings used by the community and the value of goods 
ranging from loans of cash to soup for the homeless.    
 
For the full article please visit:  http://goo.gl/SPrxy 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read 

 

All the dates are shown using the Gregorian (Western) calendar. The 
calendar is accurate, but some dates may vary regionally because they 
are determined by the lunar calendar. Jewish festivals usually begin at 
sundown on the previous day. 
 

If you have access to the internet, just click on the faith links for further 

information.    

 

 
 

Friday, 1
st 

December  
 
Christmas Card Sale at Plymouth Guildhall (now – 18th December) . 
 
Christmas Markets open  (now until Saturday 2nd January). 
 
Plymouth Pan Equality Network Meeting. 

 
Plymouth Winter Festival (18th January – 9th January). 
 
Promoting   &  Preventing  Community Cohesion:    
Preventing Violent Extremism. 
 

 
Thursday, 2

nd
 December  

 
Hanukkah (Jewish) . 
Hanukkah is the Festival of Lights and marks the restoration of the temple 
by the Maccabees in 164 BCE.  
Hanukkah is celebrated at roughly the same time as Christmas, but there 
is no connection at all between the festivals. 
 

 
Friday, 3

rd
 December  

 
Pixie LOTT at the Plymouth Pavilions. 
 

 
Saturday, 4

th
 December  

 
Plymouth Farmers’ Market. 
 
Pavilions Date “Squeezed” into 2010 Tour. 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Milton Keynes Dons (A). 
 

 
Sunday, 5

th
 December  

 
The Charity Santa Fun Run at Plymouth city centre. 
 

 
Tuesday, 7

th
 December  

 
DCFA Meeting. 
 
Al-Hijira (Muslim) . 
Islamic New Year (1432).  
Marks the migration of the Prophet Mohammad and his followers from 
Mecca to Medina. 
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http://goo.gl/JoKCt
http://goo.gl/SPrxy
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/hanukkah.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/alhijra.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
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Wednesday, 8
th

 December  
 
Alice Through the Looking Glass at the Barbican Theatre (8th- 16th). 
 
Diversity performing at Plymouth Pavilions. 
 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Christian) . 
Celebrated by Roman Catholics who remember Mary's conception as 
being without sin, therefore, immaculate. 
 
Bodhi Day (Buddhist) . 
On Bodhi day some Buddhists celebrate Gautama's attainment of 
enlightenment under the Bodhi tree at Bodhgaya, India. 

 
Thursday, 9

th
 December  

 
Rockstar Taste of Chaos at Plymouth Pavilions. 
 

 
Friday, 10

th
 December  

 
Human Rights Day. 
 

 
Saturday, 11

th
 December  

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Exeter (H). 
 
Plymouth Farmers’ Market. 
 
The Band of the RM Corps of Drums perform at the Plymouth Pavilions.  
 

 
Sunday, 12

th
 December  

 
Toy Service at Hope Baptist Church. 
 
Run for Santas at Central Park. 
 

 
Monday, 13

th
 December  

 
Closing date of submissions for "In the Flesh Festival 2011" at the 
Barbican Theatre (25th - 27th February 2011) 
 
St. Lucy's Day (Christian).  
St. Lucy's Day or the Feast of St. Lucy is marked by Catholics and Orthodox 
Christians and also celebrated by members of the Lutheran Church. 
 

 
Wednesday, 15

th
 December  

 
BME (DV) Christmas Party at Exeter 
 

 
Thursday, 16

th
 December  

 
Ashura (Muslim).  
Islamic holy day observed on the 10th of the Islamic month of Muharram. 
Shi'ite Muslims regard it as a major festival marking the martydom of the 
Prophet's grandson, Hussein. 
 

 
Friday, 17

th
 December  

 
Beauty and the Beast at the Barbican Theatre (17th – 18th) 
 
Sleeping Beauty Pantomime at Theatre Royal (Opening Night).  
(running until Saturday, 22nd January). 
 

 
 

Saturday, 18
th

 December  
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Layton Orient (A). 
 
Plymouth Farmers’ Market. 
 
Unity Plymouth Meeting. 
 

 
Monday, 20

th
 December  

 
The Australian Classic Rock Show at Plymouth Pavilions. 
 

 
Tuesday, 21

st
 December  

 
Winter Solstice - Yule (Pagan) . 
Yule is the time of the winter solstice, when the sun child is reborn, an 
image of the return of all new life born through the love of the Gods. 
Within the Northern Tradition Yule is regarded as the New Year. 
 

 
Friday, 24

th
 December  

 
DCRS closed for business. 
 
Christmas Eve (Christian) . 
The day before Christmas Day. 
 

 
Saturday, 25

th
 December  

 
Christmas Luncheon at the Stoke Damerel Parish Hall. 
 
Christmas Day (Christian) . 
The day when Western Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Sunday, 26

th
 December  

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Bournemouth (A). 
 
Boxing Day (Secular)  
The day after Christmas Day.  
A secular festival. 
 
St. Stephen's Day (Christian)  
St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr, is celebrated on this day by Roman 
Catholics.  
The day is also called the Feast of Stephen. 
 

 
Monday, 27

th
 December  

 
Christmas Bank Holiday. 
 
DCRS closed for business. 
 

 
Tuesday, 28

th
 December  

 
DCRS closed for business. 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Notts County (H). 
 

 
Wednesday, 29

th
 December  

 
DCRS open for business. 

 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/beliefs/immaculateconception.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/catholic/catholic_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/lucy.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/ashura.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/wintersolstice.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/education/betsie/parser.pl/0005/www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
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Thursday, 30
th

 December  
 
DCRS open for business. 
 

 
Friday, 31

st
 December  

 
DCRS closed for business. 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                         

Saturday, 1
st

 January 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Yeovil (H). 
 
Circumcision (Christian) 
Marks the day when Jesus was circumcised. 
 
New Year's Day (Secular) 
The start of the Western calendar year. 
 
Oshogatsu (or Shogatsu) (Shinto) 
Shinto New Year, one of the most popular occasions for shrine visits. 
 
Festival of St. Basil the Great (Christian) 
St Basil is one of the great fathers of the Orthodox Church. 
 

 
Monday, 3

rd
 January 

 
Bank Holiday in England. 
 
DCRS closed for business. 
 

 
Tuesday, 4

th
 January 

 
DCFA Meeting 
 
DCRS open for business. 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Bristol Rovers  (A) 
 

 
Wednesday, 5

th
 January 

 
Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708) was the tenth and last of the Sikh Gurus. 
He instituted the Five Ks and established the Order of the Khalsa. 
 
10th Tevet (Jewish) 
An important Jewish fast day. 
 

 
 
 

Thursday, 6
th

 January 
 
Epiphany (Christian) 
Celebrates the visit of the wise men (the magi) to the infant Jesus.  
In the East, where it originated, the Epiphany celebrates the baptism of 
Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. 
Catholics and Episcopalians celebrate this separately: see Baptism of the 
Lord). 
Also known as Dia de los Reyes (Three Kings Day). 
 
Christmas Day (Armenian Orthodox) (Christian) 
Armenian Christians celebrate Christ's birth at Epiphany, except for 
Armenians in the Holy Land, who celebrate Christmas on Wednesday, 19th 
January. 
 
Theophany (Orthodox) (Christian) 
Orthodox churches mark the baptism of Jesus on this day. 
 

 
Friday, 7th January 
 
Christmas Day (Ethiopian) (Rastafari) 
Rastafarians believe Ethiopia to be their spiritual homeland, and a place to 
which they want to return. 
 
Christmas Day (Orthodox) (Christian) 
Most Orthodox churches use the Julian rather than the Gregorian version 
of the Western calendar.  
As a result, they celebrate Christmas 13 days later than other Christian 
churches. 
 

 
Saturday, 8

th
 January 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Huddersfield  (A) 
 

 
Sunday, 9

th
 January 

 
Baptism of the Lord (Christian) 
Commemorates the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan by John the 
Baptist.  
Occurs on the first Sunday after Epiphany. Catholics and Episcopalians 
celebrate this holy day, but Eastern Christianity celebrates the baptism of 
Jesus at Epiphany. 
 
First Sunday after Epiphany (Christian) 
Epiphany takes place on the Thursday, 6th of January, but most Christians 
celebrate it on the first Sunday after that date. 
 

 
Thursday, 13

th
 January 

 
St. Hilary's Day (Christian) 
According to tradition, "St. Hilary's is the coldest day of the year."  
St. Hilary was a fourth century Bishop of Poitiers. 
 

 
Friday, 14

th
 January 

 
Makar Sankranti (Hindu) 
Makar Sankranti is one of the most important festivals of the Hindu 
calendar and celebrates the sun's journey into the northern hemisphere. 
 

 
Saturday, 15

th
 January 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Oldham   (H) 
 
Seijin Shiki (Adults' Day) (Shinto) 
Japanese who have reached legal adulthood (20 in Japan) in the previous 
year attend a shrine to give thanks. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/holydays/oshogatsu.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/gobindsingh.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/epiphany.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/holydays/holydays.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/epiphany.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/makar.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/holydays/seijinshiki.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
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Tuesday, 18
th

 January  
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (start) (Christian) 
First celebrated in 1908.  
The days of 18th – 25th January (regardless of the days of the week 
involved) were originally chosen because they covered the days between 
the feast of St. Peter and the feast of St. Paul.  
Some churches and regions use a different week. 
 

 
Thursday, 20

th
 January 

 
Tu B'Shevat (Jewish) 
The Jewish New Year for trees. 
For religious accounting purposes all trees have their anniversaries on this 
festival, regardless of when they were planted. 
 

 
Friday, 21

st
 January 

St Agnes (Christian) 
Patron saint of girls, martyred at the age of 13. 
 

 
Saturday, 22

nd
 January 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Charlton   (A) 
 

 
Tuesday, 25

th
 January 

 
St. Paul's Day (Christian) 
Anglicans and Catholics celebrate St. Paul's conversion on the road to 
Damascus. 
 

 
Thursday, 27

th
 January 

 
DCRS Volunteers’ Meeting at 2 p.m. 
 

 
Friday, 28

th
 January 

 
St. Thomas Aquinas (Christian) 
Doctor of the Church and patron saint of students and theologians. 
 

 
Saturday, 29

th
 January 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Bournemouth  (H) 
 
Stephen K. Amos performing at Plymouth Pavilions. 
 
Unity Plymouth Meeting. 
 

 
Monday, 31

st
 January 

 
Birthday of Guru Har Rai (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Har Rai (1630-1661) was the seventh of the Sikh Gurus. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
FOR CALENDAR DATES  

LATER IN THE YEAR  
AND FOR MORE INFORMATION,  

PLEASE VISIT  
OUR WEBSITE CALENDAR AT:  

 
 http://dcrsc-archives.webs.com/Calendar.htm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THIS SPACE  
COULD HAVE BEEN 

USED  
TO PLACE  

YOUR NOTICE! 
 

Why not contact the Editor? 
 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/tubishvat.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/paul_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://dcrsc-archives.webs.com/Calendar.htm
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Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support 
(DCRS) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
7 Whimple Street,  Plymouth PL1 2DH         

Tel:  01752 265952        
Fax: 0870 762 6228      

Email: dcrsc@btopenworld.com      
Website: http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org 

Our major funders: 

                     
 

mailto:dcrsc@btopenworld.com
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/

