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FOREWORD 
Written by Lorna M. SEWELL 

  
 
Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 
As this will be the last Newsletter that our Editor, Geoff 
READ will be editing, I know that all of you will join with 
me in thanking him for the enormous amount of work 
and dedication he has put into this monthly task. It has 
been very professionally done along with his website 
helper. Anything done in the future will be a mere 
shadow of the past editions as it will need a person with 
the time, dedication and commitment, and people like 
Geoff are hard to find! 
 
2010 has been a memorable year with the success of our 
bid to the Big Lottery, and our four extra staff are all now 
in place.   Two extra Project Support Workers and two 
Coordinators, one for Sport & Fitness and one for 
Training & Development. Space in the Centre is at a 
premium and hot-desking will have to take place.   Not 
to mention at least 60 Service Users accessing the Centre 
each day for support and advice. This confirms the 
continued importance of our existence along with the 
support both financial and practical from our volunteers. 
 
To everyone, on behalf of our Board of Trustees, I hope 
you had a very happy Christmas and wish you all a 
peaceful New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Lorna M. Sewell 

Lorna M. SEWELL 
Chair, 
DCRS Board of Trustees  
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SWIMMING AGAINST THE TIDE 
Written Trish BAXTER, Lead Project Support Worker 

 
The amazing thing about nature is that it forces hidden life 
to come into the visual, often against the odds, wherever it 
is given a chance. Like salmon who swim up against the 
odds, despite the very force of an abundance of water 
rushing in torrents from over higher ground, surging down 
waterfalls all for the sake of laying eggs in the quiet 
streams beyond.  If it wasn’t for the determination and 
energy of those spawning fish, we would be bereft of a 
valuable source of nutrition and tasty cuisine. 
 
In this past year of 2010, we have seen only too clearly the 
very real obstacles set in the path of those seeking to find 
protection in the UK.   
 
The decrease of funding legal aid advice has brought 
increased restrictions that have been the cause of many 
honourable immigration lawyers ceasing their firm’s advice 
to those seeking sanctuary.  
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The closure of these advice sources has left our service 
users abandoned in a system where they feel doomed to 
failure because there is an increasing negative attitude to 
evidence, which seems to prejudice decisions from the very 
start of their legal process. 
 
Although national figures are supposed to be lower, the 
fact remains that individuals continue to face human rights 
abuses across the oceans where political and economic 
forces create harsh conditions, forcing good people to 
stand up against the injustices faced by many who become 
victims in countries where treacherous oppression rules. 
 
In this season, however, we have been given hidden 
resources in the way of talented and dedicated staff and a 
welcome source of income to help sustain development for 
the next four years.  Against the inevitable negative 
circumstances and national cutbacks to voluntary sector 
activities we are determined to ‘swim against the tide’ to 
spawn holistic activities and meaningful encounters for 
those integrating into our alien culture from many parts of 
our global society.   
 
I am confident that the new staff and volunteers that have 
joined our team see the hidden talent in the lives of our 
service users and are eager to develop opportunities for 
them to recover self-esteem, self-confidence and 
purposeful and healthy lifestyles. 
 
We have now two dedicated workers to encourage 
activities.  Our sports and fitness co-ordinator, Ellis, will be 
looking for volunteers who can come alongside his efforts 
to facilitate activities or accompanying those who will want 
to be introduced to such off premises.   
 
Our outreach and training co-ordinator, Joanne, will also 
need those with insight and expertise in ESOL or literacy to 
assist in the activities around learning English, for both the 
illiterate or academic who has no knowledge of our 
language. 
 
With your interest and encouragement, or involvement we 
can turn the tide of negativity and see some much longed-
for positive outcomes for those who remain vulnerable and 
isolated in our community.  If you are available to use 
personal skills that could achieve our goals, think about 
volunteering or mentoring in the future.  Any enquiries by 
phone or e-mail to the office are welcome. 

 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!   I should like to wish all our Readers a 
very happy and prosperous 2011!   
 

 

GREETINGS! 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. READ 

 
 

APPY BIRTHDAY!   We wish a very Happy Birthday to all 
those who have birthdays in December and January, 

especially: 
 
Saturday, 1st January : Ibrahim ALAJABNER 
 
Saturday, 1st January:  Rachel GREAVES 
 
Sunday, 2nd January:  Charlie TAYLOR 
 
Wednesday, 5th January: Jocelyn MAS 
 
Saturday, 8th January:  Melanie COYNE  
 
Monday, 10th January: Aferdita ALIMAHDI  
 
Monday, 10th January: Judith KURI 
 
Friday, 14th January:  Alex CUNLIFFE 
 
Sunday, 30th January:  Bill BUDGE 

 

 
 

DCRS GENERAL INFORMATION 
Written and compiled by Geoffrey N. READ  

(except where stated) 

 
OARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETINGS.   A meeting of the DCRS 
Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 24

th
 November 

2010.   There was no meeting in December 2010.   The next 
meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, 19

th
 January 

2011 at 2 p.m.   Should anyone wish to have a particular 
matter discussed then please contact any DCRS Trustee. 

 
EW YEAR OPENING TIMES.   Opening Times for the 
Centre over the New Year are as follows:  

 
Monday, 3rd January 2011 Closed 

Tuesday, 4th January 2011 Open 

 
Submitted by Pat JOYCE, DCRS Project Support Worker 

  
EFUGEE WEEK STEERING COMMITTEE 2011.   The next 
meeting of this Committee is scheduled to take place at 2 

p.m. on Wednesday, 12
th

 January 2011.   Further information 
can be obtained from the Editor (details at the top of Page 1). 
 

H 

B 

N 
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ALKS & PRESENTATIONS.   Christine and Geoff attended 
the Annual Toy Service at Hope Baptist Church, Peverell on 

Sunday 12
th 

December, were warmly received and made very 
welcome. 
Christine gave a short talk in the form of a Q & A Session to 
give a brief update on the work of DCRS, and to explain how 
the donated Christmas gifts of toys would make a real 
difference to the children of our Service Users. 
The young people of the Church performed a Nativity Play 
with a modern twist which put over the Christmas message in 
a most entertaining way.   Special offerings of prayer were 
given for those who make the work of DCRS possible and for 
all those using its services. 
The surplus gifts of toys were taken to About Time at Stoke 
Damerel on Christmas Eve by the Staff of DCRS. 
 
Written by Christine REID with input by Geoffrey N. READ. 

  

If you know of any school, group or other organisation 
that would like to have a presentation... either short 
or longer... then do please get in touch with the Editor 
of the Newsletter.                 

 Thank you! 

 
OLUNTEERS’ MEETINGS.   A meeting was held on 
Thursday, 25

th
 November 2010 and the minutes are 

available at the Centre.  All volunteers are strongly encouraged 
to attend the next meeting scheduled for Thursday, 27

th
 

January 2011 at 2 p.m. Volunteers who find they’re unable to 
attend are requested, as a matter of courtesy, to inform our 
Volunteer Coordinator (Liz HARDING) prior to the meeting. 
 

SPORTS & ACTIVITIES 
Written by Ellis RANSOM, DCRS Sports & Activities Coordinator 

 
PEN DAY.   There will be an Open Day to allow Service 
Users to sign up for various sports and activities on 

Monday, 24
th

 January 2011, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
In addition, with effect 
from Tuesday 4

th
 January 

2011,  I will be located 
downstairs in the Centre 
for anyone to approach 
me and to ask about the 
activities in Plymouth 
that DCRS hope to 
become involved with.  
 
For further information, 
please contact me at: 
  
Ellis RANSOM 
DCRS Sports & Activities Co-ordinator 
 
Email:  ellis_dcrsc@btinternet.com  
Office number:   (01752) 265952 
Mobile number:  07570089665  
 
 
 
 

THE FOOD PROGRAMME 
Written by Christine REID,  

DCRS Trustee & Food Programme Coordinator 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   I need to start this monthly report 
with a word of thanks... Thank you for the donation of 

goodies and Christmas Food Parcels that have been given for 
our Service Users. They’ve rec eived some lovely pieces of 
luxury! 
Our Food Team is still kept 
very busy and this recent cold 
snap has meant an extra 
demand for our warming cups 
of tea and coffee to keep out 
the chill. We’re also trying to 
persuade some to have a mug 
of hot soup... some are not used to it nor familiar with it!    It 
certainly brings home how much need there is amongst our 
Service Users. 
The level of food parcel distribution is still being maintained 
and certainly no major changes.   Thanks to the generosity of 
our Friends and Supporters we’re still able to keep the 
expenditure on our food purchases within budget. 
Toiletries are still needed... but please...no more ladies items! 
We’re urgently in need of  shaving foam / gel, and men’s body 
sprays and deodorants. 
Finally, I would like to thank the Members of the Food Team 
for their valuable support.   They have worked so very hard 
during the year.   Thank you all! 
  

NEWS, INFORMATION & 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

Written or submitted  by Geoffrey N. Read  
(except where stated) 

 

 
 

N THE FLESH FESTIVAL 2011.   Friday, 25
th

, Saturday, 26
th

 
and Sunday, 27

th
 February 2011.   In the Flesh is a unique 

opportunity for emerging, experienced and / or young 
practitioners to platform their new work. Now in its fifth year, 
it encourages experiments in live performance and showcases 
new artistic ideas. The festival programmes scratch work to 
fully polished pieces; from the bitter and twisted, to the heart-
stoppingly beautiful, in a multitude of spaces. 
In the Flesh is a rich tapestry of experiences, experiments and 
entertainment. A melting pot of ideas, innovation and 
creativity; bringing together scratch, emerging, high-risk and 
professional performances that challenge the perceptions of 
audiences new and old. 
 
Please visit:   www.barbicantheatre.co.uk/flesh_festival.php  for more 
information and email intheflesh@barbicantheatre.co.uk for an application 
form. 
 

 

T 

V 

O 

M 

I 

mailto:ellis_dcrsc@btinternet.com
http://www.barbicantheatre.co.uk/flesh_festival.php


 

 
Contact the DCRS Newsletter Editor at DCRS... details at the top of Page 1. 

4 

USTOMS OFFICERS MOVE OUT OF BARBICAN AFTER 
500 YEARS.   This article was published in The Herald on 

Saturday, 4
th 

December 2010: 
 
HISTORIC: Custom House 
CUSTOMS officers have left 
Plymouth's historic Barbican 
after maintaining a presence 
there for more than 500 
years. 
 
Officers from HM Revenue and Customs and the new UK 
Borders Agency moved out of Custom House on Sutton 
Harbour yesterday. 
Staff from the historic building are moving to another office in 
Ebrington Street. 
Jane FARLEIGH, UK Border Agency regional director in the 
South West, said: "The move from Custom House to West 
Point will bring together UK Border Agency staff who had 
previously been based in three separate locations in 
Plymouth." 
She added that the move had been a "priority" for the agency 
and provided considerable operational benefits. 
Staff would be housed under one roof, while the taxpayer 
would be saved "a considerable sum of money". 
 

 
 

EVON & CORNWALL FOOD ASSOCIATION LTD. (DCFA). 
The Plymouth-based Devon & Cornwall Food Association 

(DCFA) held a meeting in Catherine 
Street Baptist Church in Plymouth on 
Tuesday, 7

th 
December 2010.   Copies 

of the minutes can be obtained from 
Geoff – contact details at the top of 
Page 1.  The next meeting is scheduled 
to take place on Tuesday, 4

th
 January 

2011, again at the Catherine Street Baptist Church.  Everyone 
is welcome to become Friends of this charitable Association.  
We’ll soon be looking for specialised volunteers, such as 
Administrators, Fundraisers, Drivers, Helpers, etc.    
We’re planning a trip to Bristol soon to take a look at the set-
up there.   Interested?   Contact the Editor (details at the top of 
Page 1). 
 
If you wish to know more please visit: http://dcfa.webs.com/  

ON'T LOOK... THERE'S A SOLAR ECLIPSE COMING!   
This article was published in The Herald on Friday, 31

st
 

December 2010: 
 
SUN SPOTTING: Crowds 
gathered to safely watch 
the eclipse on a giant 
screen on Plymouth Hoe 
during the dramatic total 
eclipse in 1999. 
 
PLYMOUTH will be one of 
the best places in the country to witness next week's solar 
eclipse, experts say. 
The city is predicted to witness just under 70% of the sun 
being obscured early on the morning of Tuesday, 4th 
January 2011. 
But the country's top doctor has warned that anyone 
looking directly at the phenomenon will be risking 
blindness. 
Similar warnings were issued ahead of the total eclipse in 
1999... but five years ago a young boy lost his central vision 
by staring at the sun during a partial eclipse. 
Tuesday's will already be taking place when the sun rises at 
around 8 a.m., lasting until about 9.30 a.m. 
The Government's interim chief medical officer Dame Sally 
DAVIES said: "Under no circumstances should people look 
directly at the sun during a partial eclipse. 
"The risks of doing so are very real and could lead to 
irreversible damage to eyesight and even blindness." 
The safest way to watch is on television or webcasts. 
 
To find out more about Solar Eclipses please visit the NASA 
Website:  http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/OH/OH2011.html#SE2011Jan04P 

 

  

 
ACT, the housing charity celebrates its 50

th
 anniversary 

by announcing winning grass roots projects.   The 
results of a nationwide search to find the best new 
grassroots housing and neighbourhood projects are 
announced as part of HACT’s 50

th
 birthday celebrations. As 

part of the official celebration HACT is also launching its 
anniversary report.   Click on these links to... 
 
 

 Read how HACT is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
 

 Find out who the Golden project winners are 
 

 Read the ‘HACT past, present and future’ anniversary report 
 

For further information on hact, please visit this website: 
http://hact.org.uk/   

 

C 

D 

D 

H 
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UMAN RIGHTS DAY.   Sorry! 
 

 
It was Human Rights Day on Friday 10

th
 December 2010.   

There was a fascinating Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants (JCWI) 
seminar about 
human rights 
during which 
Professor Lydia 
MORRIS made us 
all reflect a bit 
more carefully 
about law, rights 
and society. 
Rights have what she referred to as both a formal and an 
informal dimension.  
The former straight forwardly refers to the relevant 
entitlement.  
The latter refers to the moral standing of an individual in 
society resulting from the possession of the particular right 
i.e. public perception.  
Professor MORRIS was speaking about this in the context 
of the regrettable reforms the previous Labour Government 
made to the scheme for asylum support. 
This had us thinking about how the both dimensions affect 
the people they concern, and what they actually think. As 
there's so little about this that directly uses the voice of 
migrants, we thought we'd share this (below) with you.  
It's one the most poignant bits of writing on this issue we've 
seen for a little while. It's actually written by a child who came 
to the UK as the dependent of an asylum seeker. We don't 
unfortunately have his name, age or know anything about 
him.  He's written about this thoughts through the medium of 
poetry. Please check it out... 
 

Sorry that we are here 
That we take your time 
Sorry 
Sorry that we breathe your air... 
That we walk on your ground 
That we stand in your view 
Sorry 
Yes, sorry 
Sorry that we look like we do 
Sorry that we disturb your rest 
You do enough for us already 
Sorry that we are not grateful and 
happy 
Not grateful enough 
And that my name is not David 
Or Catherine 
But Rasheed Holta and Ardita 
Sorry that we sit in your trains and 
buses 
And on your benches in the sun 
And that we brought nothing 
And the only thing we have is a story 
Not even a happy story 
Sorry 

EW COMPASSIONATE APPROACH TO FAMILY RETURNS.   
The Home Office issued this Press Release on 

Thursday, 16
th

 December 2010:  
 
Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre will close to 
children with immediate effect today, following a review 
of the detention of children, and family returns, by the 
Government working with key partners. 
Earlier this year the coalition government committed to end child detention 
for immigration purposes. Today, it unveils a new, compassionate approach 
to family removals, following a wide-reaching review and consultation. 
The UK Border Agency will now follow a new four stage process focused 
on engagement with families during the decision making process, giving 
parents the opportunity to engage in when and how they return, when 
they have been found to have no legal right to stay in the UK. The new 
measures will ensure a family’s return home is safe and dignified. 
Deputy Prime Minister Nick CLEGG said: 'Today marks an enormous 
culture shift within our immigration system. 
'The Coalition Government has always been clear that the detention of 
children for immigration purposes is unacceptable. 
'We are placing the welfare of children and families at the centre of a 
fairer and more compassionate system. 
'In recent years we have seen hundreds of children, who have committed 
no crime, locked up in detention centres. Today we show how we will 
ensure it never happens again.'  
Immigration minister Damian GREEN said: 'I am delighted to announce the 
immediate closure of Yarl’s Wood to children, as pledged by the new 
Government earlier this year. We also said we would end the detention of 
children for immigration purposes, and that’s what we’ve done. 
'There is a fine balance between taking a compassionate approach to 
family removals, and ensuring individuals with no legal right to be in the 
UK cannot prolong their stay and break the rules. 
'I believe our new measures are both humane and fair. We are providing 
assistance packages, and family conferences to ensure families 
understand their options, and will be trying to ensure that they can 
remain in the community prior to their departure home. We are also 
creating a new independent family returns panel to ensure that the 
welfare of children is considered and properly factored into return plans 
where enforcement action is necessary.' 
Specially trained family case workers will in future work with families 
throughout the asylum decision making process. Once a family’s appeals 
have been exhausted they will be offered support through a new process. 
It will include: 
 

 family conferences to discuss their return home, welfare and 
 medical concerns and offer families tailored assisted voluntary 
 return packages 

 

 assisted voluntary return packages to help them resettle upon 
 their return 

 

 required returns for families who fail to take up the assistance 
 package, allowing them to remain in the community, but giving 
 two weeks notice to board their flight home and allowing 
 families to self check-in without the need for enforcement 
 action 

 

 an ensured return, as a last resort. If they fail to depart the UK,  
we will consider a range of options to ensure the return of 
families which will be tailored to each family’s circumstances. 
Return plans will be agreed by a new independent panel.  New 
options being developed include a form of short notice 
 removal, the use of open accommodation, and – as a last 
 resort where families resolutely fail to comply – family friendly, 
 pre-departure accommodation, where we will allow children to 
 have the opportunity to leave the premises subject to a risk 
 and safeguarding assessment and suitable supervision 
 arrangements. 

 
Mr. GREEN added: 'Our aim is to support families throughout this process, 
helping them remain in the community, and giving them every chance to 
tie up their affairs, before their flight home. 

H N 

http://jcwi.wordpress.com/2010/12/10/sorry-for-human-rights-day/
http://jcwi.wordpress.com/2010/12/10/sorry-for-human-rights-day/
http://jcwi.wordpress.com/2010/12/10/sorry-for-human-rights-day/
http://jcwi.wordpress.com/2010/12/10/sorry-for-human-rights-day/
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'Sadly there are always going to be those who try to frustrate the process 
and refuse to comply with our requests to leave. For those families we have 
developed a range of options short of detention to ensure their return.' 
An Independent Family Returns Panel is being set up to ensure that child 
welfare and safeguarding issues are central to individual family return plans. 
The panel will be made up of an independent chair appointed by the 
Home Secretary and other independent experts. The UK Border Agency 
and Department for Education would each also appoint a representative. 
The role of the panel will be to ensure that safeguarding considerations 
are properly factored into family returns. Appointments will be made in 
consultation with relevant professional bodies. 
The UK Border Agency aims to have the new pre-departure accommodation 
in place in May 2011. In the meantime, if a family refuses to return home, 
Tinsley House, near Gatwick Airport, may be used as a last resort. 
Children's minister Sarah TEATHER said: 'This is a reassuring day for 
children and families in difficult and stressful circumstances in the 
immigration system. From today, Yarl’s Wood will shut its doors to 
families with children going through the immigration process. By doing 
this the Government has delivered on its commitment to ensure no 
families with children are in Yarl’s Wood over Christmas. 
'I have always passionately believed that the UK needs an immigration 
system which deals properly with people who have no right to remain in 
the country but is also humane, treats vulnerable families with respect 
and safeguards children’s welfare. Today’s announcement proposes 
radical improvements, which will require a significant culture change, but 
aim to deliver a fairer, more socially just, and balanced system.'  
Maggie ATKINSON, Children's Commissioner for England responding to the 
announcement said: 'This welcome news is the culmination of five years' 
work under two Children's Commissioners in which we have consistently 
reported the conditions in which children subject to immigration controls 
have been detained and the impact this has had on their welfare. 
Documentary evidence, visits and face to face interviews with children 
showed us the damaging impact it has on children's mental and physical 
health. 
'I was therefore one of the first to welcome the Government’s 
commitment to end detention. The other Children’s Commissioners in the 
UK and I constructively contributed to this consultation on alternatives. 
'I am enthused this review now lays out a clear path to end the detention 
of children for immigration purposes. The closure of the family unit at 
Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre is good news for children and 
young people. 
'Whilst this is a major step we will continue monitoring progress and 
working with the Government to ensure children are treated properly 
while in the asylum system.' 

 
Notes: 
 

1. The review into the detention of children for 
 immigration purposes began in June 2010. A 
 working group co-chaired by the UK Border 
 Agency and Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial 
 Fund and incorporating a wide range of Non-
 governmental organisations (NGO) and 
 interested parties met regularly throughout the 
 review. The review also received 342 written 
 submissions from the public and regular briefing 
 from safeguarding experts in the Department for 
 Education. 
 
2.  96 families have participated in ongoing pilot 
 schemes in the North West and London since June 
 2010. 
 
3.  Since June 2010, fewer than 50 families have been 
 detained (compared to 300 for the same period in 
 2009). The average stay in detention has been 
 reduced from 16 days to less than four days in that 
 time. 
 

4.  Please contact the Home Office Press Office on 
 0207 035 3535 if you require further information. 
 
Source:  homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/press-releases/family-returns  

 
LYMOUTH ARGYLE FOOTBALL CLUB FIXTURES.  
 

January 
Saturday, 1st  Yeovil   (H) 
Tuesday, 4th Bristol Rovers  (A) 
Saturday, 8th  Huddersfield  (A) 
Saturday, 15th Oldham   (H) 
Saturday, 22nd  Charlton   (A) 
Saturday, 29th  Bournemouth  (H) 
 

For further information, please visit: http://www.pafc.co.uk/ 

 

 
   

TEPHEN K AMOS AT PLYMOUTH PAVILIONS.  Comedian 
Stephen K Amos is to bring his latest show, The Best 

Medicine, to Plymouth Pavilions next year. 
Fresh from a busy year filming his 
own BBC2 comedy series, The 
Stephen K AMOS Show, Stephen is 
back on tour.   He’s appeared on 
Have I Got News For You (BBC1), 
The Royal Variety Show (ITV) and 
Live At The Apollo (BBC) and he made it to the finals of 
Paramount’s Last Comic Standing.   He’s also had 
phenomenal success at the Adelaide and Melbourne 
festivals selling out a 1,400 seat theatre for ten nights in a 
row and adding extra shows. Stephen K AMOS brings The 
Best Medicine to Plymouth Pavilions on Saturday, 29

th
 

January 2011. 
Tickets for the show (ages 16 and above) are on sale at cost 
£18.50 by telephoning 0845 146 1460.                 More Info 
 

 
 

LYMOUTH WINTER FESTIVAL.   Plans unveiled for 
Christmas ice rink attraction in Piazza.   This article was 

published in The Herald on Thursday, 21
st 

October 2010. 
 
PLANS for a fun festive ice rink which will be the focus of the 
city's Christmas and winter celebrations have been unveiled. 
The rink will once again be placed in the Piazza in Armada 
Way and open to the public from mid November through 
to January 2011. 
It will remain open every day until Sunday, 9

th
 January. 

The Plymouth Winter Festival will also include: 
 
 Christmas Markets from Thursday, 18th November to Saturday, 

2nd January,  
 

 Sleeping Beauty at the Theatre Royal from Friday, 17th 
December to Saturday, 22nd January,  

 

More info about the festival: www.plymouthcitycentre.co.uk  

P 

S 

P 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/press-releases/family-returns
http://www.pafc.co.uk/
http://www.plymouthpavilions.com/prod-productions_details.asp?pid=431
http://www.plymouthcitycentre.co.uk/
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ROMOTING   &  PREVENTING  COMMUNITY 
COHESION:   PREVENTING VIOLENT EXTREMISM.   

 It’s everyone’s business!   
Following the success of training days 
held in 2009 and earlier this year, 
further opportunities are now available in a new round of 
half-day sessions for front line staff. 
 
Aims of the Day: To provide opportunities to raise awareness and 

deepen understanding of: 
 

 The latest Government thinking on the ‘Prevent Strategy’ 

 Violent extremism and the far right 

 Myths and misunderstanding about Islam 

 The process of radicalisation 

 Our roles and responsibilities 
  
Half-day sessions planned (see dates below) and they will run from 9 a.m. - 
12.30 p.m. and will be interactive with opportunities for questions and 
discussion. 
 

The training is free and tea / coffee will be provided. 
 
Venue: Plymouth Centre for Faiths & Cultural Diversity, 

3a Watts Road, St. Judes, Plymouth, PL4 8SE 
 

Available Dates:  
Thursday 13th January,  
Monday 24th January,  
and Wednesday  9th February.  
 

Booking a Place: Please contact Gemma FOSTER by telephoning 

(01752) 254438 or by emailing:  gemma@pcfcd.co.uk  
 
AFTERNOTE:   Geoff READ (the Editor) attended this Workshop on 
  behalf of DCRS on Friday 15th October 2010 and found 
  it very worthwhile! Good instruction, good  
  information and time well spent! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Friday, 17

th
 December – Saturday, 22

nd
 January 2011 

Theatre Royal Pantomime Sleeping Beauty  
Starring Joe Pasquale 
Don't miss the chance to reserve the best seats in the house 
for our pantomime.  The South West's biggest Christmas show 
is pantomime at its absolute best!          Buy Tickets    Prices 
 

RY TO BE A PERSON THERE FOR OTHERS.   This article 
was written by the Right Rev Christopher BUDD, Roman 

Catholic Bishop of Plymouth and published in The Herald on 
Friday, 31

st
 December 2010: 

 
THE good spirit that generally accompanies Christmas 
celebrations each year may lead us to forget the more ugly 
side of life with its deprivation, both material and spiritual. 
For many people life can be incredibly difficult. I am sure 
there is an escapist element in what we do at Christmas, 
but at its best it can bring us back to the central importance 
of how we relate to each other. 
Often we become so lost in the detail of life that we forget 
what we do or how we live will always be about building up 
the human community and contributing to human 
flourishing. 
As we move from Christmas 2010, I reckon there are some 
very important matters to think about and act upon. I do 
not have in mind predominantly all those cuts in 
government spending, although they will cause hardship to 
many without doubt. I am not talking about the Big Society
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idea, because no one is very clear what it means. I am 
speaking about our responsibility for each other, the 
genuine concern for those among whom we live. Without 
effort or fuss this can lead to a good deed for the day, or 
can call on wider resources for someone else. That could be 
a young person at risk, a mother or father not coping with 
the family, or an elderly person getting a little confused. It 
could be a person who on the surface looks self-sufficient, 
but could do with a friendly neighbour because in a hidden 
way their life is difficult. 
It is terribly sad when someone comes to harm and yet 
many in the neighbourhood had been aware that all was 
not well and found it too difficult to help. It is not sufficient 
to wring hands in sadness. Perhaps we have not been the 
neighbour we could have been. Evil will flourish, when 
good people do nothing! 
We will be taken for a ride occasionally or suffer small 
thanks, but if we persevere in a gentle but friendly way we 
may be able to help someone's life for the better. Whether 
we call this the Big Society is unimportant. What matters is 
that someone held out the hand of friendship and meant it. 
This is not only about money, primarily, it is a matter of 
giving of oneself. It involves a deep sense of solidarity and 
concern for others, which is the cement of a healthy 
community. Perhaps we have had a little too much of 
individual autonomy and not enough of our responsibility 
to each other. 
It would be nice to think that our Christmas jollity moved 
into a happy New Year in which we picked up the challenge 
of becoming a person for others. 
 

 

                                                 
1
 http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-

transcripts/2010/07/big-society-speech-53572  
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mailto:gemma@pcfcd.co.uk
http://secure.theatreroyal.com/tickets/production.aspx?PID=301813
http://www.theatreroyal.com/prod-productions_prices.asp?pid=1650
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2010/07/big-society-speech-53572
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2010/07/big-society-speech-53572
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NITY PLYMOUTH.   The dates of meetings at the Council 
House can be found by visiting:  www.unityplymouth.co.uk   

 
Social Media Workshop.   BSWN, in partnership with Fata 
He, is hosting a one-day Social Media Workshop on Saturday, 
29

th
 January 2011 in Plymouth. A hands-on workshop where 

participants will be expected to work together to achieve 
solutions. The workshop will introduce you to the new 
marketing tools of bulletin boards, blogs, videos, photographs, 
social networks and other social media-related websites in 
your online communication and publicity efforts. You’ll learn 
how to integrate these into your communication and publicity 
efforts. You’ll learn how to integrate these into your 
communication plan. 
 
What is social media? In a jargon-free way, we explain how web 
technology is transforming how we communicate. Word-of-mouth 
networking creates interest and attraction beyond traditional advertising. 
By turning clients and co-campaigners into fans and friends, we can now 
have two-way conversations. 
The workshop looks at successful examples of social media in both 
marketing and campaigning. Focusing on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, 
the main social media networks, we examine the differences between the 
three, and how best to use them. 
Representatives / Councillors are invited from various organisations. If you 
have an issue and would like it to be addressed then please tell us. 
Please feel free to attend. Bring your family and friends. All meetings are 
free to all members of the Communities. 
Recreational facilities for children are provided. 
Cultural food is provided  free by volunteers. 
 
Venue:    Council House next to Civic centre,  
  Plymouth City Centre.  
 
Timings:   All Meetings are from 1 to 5 p.m. 
 
If  you need further information please call: 
Chaz:  07950957909   
Sarbaz:  07709875545    
Jacob:  07887545710  
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Submitted by Chaz SINGH on behalf of Unity Plymouth 
 
 
 
 

 

THIS SPACE  
COULD HAVE BEEN 

USED  
TO PLACE  

YOUR NOTICE! 
 

Why not contact the Editor? 
 

DIARY DATES 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read 

 

All the dates are shown using the Gregorian (Western) calendar. The 
calendar is accurate, but some dates may vary regionally because they 
are determined by the lunar calendar. Jewish festivals usually begin at 
sundown on the previous day. 
 

If you have access to the internet, just click on the faith links for further 

information.    

 

                                                                    

                                                     

Saturday, 1
st

 January 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:  Yeovil (H). 
 
Circumcision (Christian) 
Marks the day when Jesus was circumcised. 
 
New Year's Day (Secular) 
The start of the Western calendar year. 
 
Oshogatsu (or Shogatsu) (Shinto) 
Shinto New Year, one of the most popular occasions for shrine visits. 
 
Festival of St. Basil the Great (Christian) 
St Basil is one of the great fathers of the Orthodox Church. 
 

 
Monday, 3

rd
 January 

 
Bank Holiday in England. 
 
DCRS closed for business. 
 

 
Tuesday, 4

th
 January 

 
DCFA Meeting 
 
DCRS open for business. 
 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Bristol Rovers  (A) 
 

 
Wednesday, 5

th
 January 

 
Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708) was the tenth and last of the Sikh Gurus. 
He instituted the Five Ks and established the Order of the Khalsa. 
 
10th Tevet (Jewish) 
An important Jewish fast day. 
 

 

U 

http://www.unityplymouth.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/holydays/oshogatsu.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/gobindsingh.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
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Thursday, 6
th

 January 
 
Epiphany (Christian) 
Celebrates the visit of the wise men (the magi) to the infant Jesus.  
In the East, where it originated, the Epiphany celebrates the baptism of 
Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. 
Catholics and Episcopalians celebrate this separately: see Baptism of the 
Lord). 
Also known as Dia de los Reyes (Three Kings Day). 
 
Christmas Day (Armenian Orthodox) (Christian) 
Armenian Christians celebrate Christ's birth at Epiphany, except for 
Armenians in the Holy Land, who celebrate Christmas on Wednesday, 19th 
January. 
 
Theophany (Orthodox) (Christian) 
Orthodox churches mark the baptism of Jesus on this day. 
 

 
Friday, 7th January 
 
Christmas Day (Ethiopian) (Rastafari) 
Rastafarians believe Ethiopia to be their spiritual homeland, and a place to 
which they want to return. 
 
Christmas Day (Orthodox) (Christian) 
Most Orthodox churches use the Julian rather than the Gregorian version 
of the Western calendar.  
As a result, they celebrate Christmas 13 days later than other Christian 
churches. 
 

 
Saturday, 8

th
 January 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Huddersfield  (A) 
 

 
Sunday, 9

th
 January 

 
Baptism of the Lord (Christian) 
Commemorates the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan by John the 
Baptist.  
Occurs on the first Sunday after Epiphany. Catholics and Episcopalians 
celebrate this holy day, but Eastern Christianity celebrates the baptism of 
Jesus at Epiphany. 
 
First Sunday after Epiphany (Christian) 
Epiphany takes place on the Thursday, 6th of January, but most Christians 
celebrate it on the first Sunday after that date. 
 

 
Thursday, 13

th
 January 

 
St. Hilary's Day (Christian) 
According to tradition, "St. Hilary's is the coldest day of the year."  
St. Hilary was a fourth century Bishop of Poitiers. 
 

 
Friday, 14

th
 January 

 
Makar Sankranti (Hindu) 
Makar Sankranti is one of the most important festivals of the Hindu 
calendar and celebrates the sun's journey into the northern hemisphere. 
 

 
Saturday, 15

th
 January 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Oldham   (H) 
 
Seijin Shiki (Adults' Day) (Shinto) 
Japanese who have reached legal adulthood (20 in Japan) in the previous 
year attend a shrine to give thanks. 

 

Tuesday, 18
th

 January  
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (start) (Christian) 
First celebrated in 1908.  
The days of 18th – 25th January (regardless of the days of the week 
involved) were originally chosen because they covered the days between 
the feast of St. Peter and the feast of St. Paul.  
Some churches and regions use a different week. 
 

 
Thursday, 20

th
 January 

 
Tu B'Shevat (Jewish) 
The Jewish New Year for trees. 
For religious accounting purposes all trees have their anniversaries on this 
festival, regardless of when they were planted. 
 

 
Friday, 21

st
 January 

St Agnes (Christian) 
Patron saint of girls, martyred at the age of 13. 
 

 
Saturday, 22

nd
 January 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Charlton   (A) 
 

 
Monday, 24

th
 January 

 
DCRS Sports & Activities Open Day at the Centre. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, 25

th
 January 

 
St. Paul's Day (Christian) 
Anglicans and Catholics celebrate St. Paul's conversion on the road to 
Damascus. 
 

 
Thursday, 27

th
 January 

 
DCRS Volunteers’ Meeting at 2 p.m. 
 

 
Friday, 28

th
 January 

 
St. Thomas Aquinas (Christian) 
Doctor of the Church and patron saint of students and theologians. 
 

 
Saturday, 29

th
 January 

 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club Fixture:   Bournemouth  (H) 
 
Stephen K. Amos performing at Plymouth Pavilions. 
 
Unity Plymouth Meeting & Social Media Workshop. 
 

 
Monday, 31

st
 January 

 
Birthday of Guru Har Rai (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Har Rai (1630-1661) was the seventh of the Sikh Gurus. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/epiphany.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/holydays/holydays.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/epiphany.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/makar.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/holydays/seijinshiki.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/tubishvat.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/paul_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
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Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support 
(DCRS) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
7 Whimple Street,  Plymouth PL1 2DH         

Tel:  01752 265952        
Fax: 0870 762 6228      

Email: dcrsc@btopenworld.com      
Website: http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org 

Our major funders: 

                     
 

mailto:dcrsc@btopenworld.com
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/

