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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ 

 
Lorna, the Chair of the DCRS Board of Trustees, announced 
in the January 2011 edition of our Newsletter that I would 
be standing down as the Editor.   Indeed, it was my full 
intention to do so because it was assumed that this 
responsibility could now be handed over to the newly- 
strengthened Staff Team.    
However, I should have known that life just isn’t quite that 
simple and it was quickly realised that this Newsletter, and 
its accompanying website, would quickly die a death if not 
properly nurtured. 
I just couldn’t see something that has taken over five years 
to build up just simply fade away.   I’ve therefore agreed to 
continue with the following proviso: 
 
 That a Trustee submits an article each month. 

 That a Staff Member submits an article each month, and 

 That a Volunteer submits an article each month. 
 

You may find that our monthly Newsletter will become a 
little shorter than those previously issued. However, I 
intend to make them as interesting, as informative and as 
newsworthy as I can.     So do please support me in this 
endeavour by sending me your articles, photographs, 
stories, jokes, notices or whatever... so I can include them! 
 

 

THIS SPACE  
COULD HAVE BEEN USED  

TO PLACE  
YOUR NOTICE! 

 
Why not contact the Editor? 

 

 

GENERAL DCRS INFORMATION 
Written and compiled by Geoffrey N. READ  

(except where stated) 

 
OARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETINGS.   A meeting of the DCRS 
Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 19

th
 January 

2011.      The next meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, 
23

rd
 February 2011 at 2 p.m.   Should anyone wish to have a 

particular matter discussed then please contact any DCRS 
Trustee. 
 

EFUGEE WEEK STEERING COMMITTEE 2011.   The next 
meeting of this Committee is scheduled to take place at 2 

p.m. on Wednesday, 23
rd

 February 2011.   Further information 
can be obtained from the Editor (details at the top of Page 1). 
 

ALKS & PRESENTATIONS.   Early in January Christine REID, 
accompanied by Geoff READ,  gave a presentation about 

the work of DCRS to the Plymouth Laryngectomy  Club at The 
Mustard Tree Cancer Support Centre at Derriford Hospital. 
There were about a dozen of the club members present and 
the talk was well received. 
Written by Christine REID  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 If you know of any school, 
group or other organisation 
that would like to have a 
presentation... either short or 
longer... then do please get in 
touch with the Editor of the 
Newsletter.                 

 Thank you! 
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Providing  
Practical 
Support 
To  
Refugees 
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HANK YOU!   These photographs show some of the gifts 
received from Nutkins Nursery prior to the Christmas 

festivities.   We should like to say a big Thank You to all 
concerned.  
 
 

 
 

 
Such gifts have a very positive impact on our Service Users 
as can be seen below of a Mum and Child receiving their 
gift at our Centre. 

 

 
 

 

OLUNTEERS’ MEETINGS.   A meeting was held on 
Thursday, 31

st 
 January  2011 and the minutes will be 

available at the Centre.  All volunteers are strongly encouraged 
to attend the next meeting scheduled for Thursday, 24

th
 

February 2011 at 2 p.m.  Volunteers who find they’re unable 
to attend are requested, as a matter of courtesy, to inform our 
Volunteer Coordinator (Liz HARDING) prior to the meeting. 
 

 
 

DCRS SPORTS & ACTIVITIES 
Written by Ellis RANSOM,  

DCRS Sports & Activities Coordinator 

 
 HAVE been in post for two months now.  Having now 
managed to get my feet under the table I would like to say a 

few words about what’s been happening behind the scenes 
and what we hope to provide as a service to all our Service 
Users.   It’s been a period of familiarising myself with the 
different agencies outside of DCRS and understanding how we 
can provide a holistic service, ensuring that we cater for all 
levels of fitness and interests.  After distributing questionnaires 
and holding an Open Day, I'm confident that I’ve a good 
picture of what is wanted and needed.  Obviously we can’t 
provide everything but I’ll try my best to either run activities or 
signpost activities across the field.  
I see the key challenges of this post as being the effective 
communication of the physical and mental benefits of sports 
and activities, and maintaining good motivation so that Service 
Users come back time and time again.  It gives me great 
pleasure in stating that we’ll shortly be starting a football five-
a-side tournament every other Sunday for almost a whole 
year, with the hope of continuing indefinitely after this.  We’ll 
also be starting orienteering in the Moors, with the vision of 
weekend camping during the summer.   Other activities we’ll 
be running directly include a jogging club, a music club 
and fishing.  There’s been a high demand for swimming and 
gym activities too... on which I’m working hard now  in 
finalising the arrangements.  
Don't forget that I’m able to signpost other sports and 
activities too and volunteers are welcome to come forward 
and express their interest.  I'm also available at the Centre 
where I can take details of Service Users’ interests and open a 
file for them.  I hope this year is a success and I’m sure it will 
be! 
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ITEMS WANTED URGENTLY 
Written by Ellis RANSOM, DCRS Sports & Activities Coordinator 

 
HE FOLLOWING items are wanted as a matter of 
urgency by our Service Users so that they can 

participate in our planned events. 
 

 Fishing Tackle: 
 Fishing tackle, rods and reels. 

 Orienteering & Camping Equipment: 
 Walking boots of all sizes. 
 Wet-weather gear and clothing. 
 Camping equipment. 
 Dartmoor maps. 
 Compasses. 

 Football & Sports Gear: 
 Shin pads. 
 Trainers. 
 Moulded football boots for Astroturf. 
 Tracksuits. 

 Pastimes: 
 Chess boards. 
 

Can you help?   
Please contact Ellis at 
the Centre or contact 
the Editor (details at 
the foot of the page). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DCRS TRAINING & OUTREACH 
Written by Jo HIGSON, DCRS Training & Outreach Coordinator 

 
N INTRODUCTION BY JO.   I just thought I’d take this 
opportunity of introducing myself... my name is Jo 

HIGSON and I joined DCRS in December 2010 as the 
Training & Outreach Coordinator. My role includes helping 
our Service Users to access English classes either through 
the providers in the City, through the classes we’re hoping 
to run at our Centre, or even through some one-to-one to 
support with some of our Volunteers. I can also help people 
looking for volunteering opportunities... those looking to 
move into work, and where people need help accessing 
services. 
So far, most of my time has been taken up making links 
with other organisations we work with, getting to know the 
Trustees, Staff, Volunteers and, most importantly, the 
people using the service... all of which has been a real 
pleasure for me!  
If you need any support then do please come along and 
talk to me... my office is just outside the clothes store in the 
basement. If you think you might be able to offer support 
to those using our Centre in any way, then do please e-mail 
me at:  jo_dcrsc@btinternet.com, or telephone the Centre 
and ask to speak to me directly. 

THE DCRS FOOD PROGRAMME 
Written by Christine REID,  

DCRS Trustee & Food Programme Coordinator 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   Life in the kitchen at the Centre is 
still a hive of activity with the ever-increasing 

demands for a warming cups of tea with coffee and 
biscuits! This is all part of the social aspect of our work 
which includes talking to our Service Users, socialising and 
generally being friendly. This runs parallel with our core 
function of distributing food parcels to our needy Service 
Users who are registered on our Food Programme. 
We received some lovely donations over the Christmas 
period including, chocolates and sweets.   Some were 
shared up and put into the food parcels, and some were 
put into dishes and placed around the DCRS Reception 
Area.   A treat undoubtedly enjoyed! 
Our distribution of food parcels has been at a steady paced 
and there was no real change in January.   However, we can 
never  foretell the demand from month to month.  
We’re still supplying Toiletry Packs on a monthly basis to 
those of our Service Users who are destitute we are still 
seeking donations towards this... particularly for Toiletry 
Items for men. 
A car and trailer recently pulled up outside the Centre and 
our team of helpers unloaded the contents.   Yes... we were 
given a large donation of food all the way from Exeter! 
Due to our limited storage capacity, some of this was 
passed to another organisation who also provide food for 
Service Users. Gifts like this do not come along too often 
and we are so very thankful to the donors. 
 

 
 

THE DCRS WEBSITE 
Written by Kanda P.,  

DCRS Webmaster 

 
EBSITE CALENDAR.   You will all be aware that a 
Calendar of Events is included at the end of each of our 

Monthly Newsletters but I wonder how many of you know 
that there’s a very useful one on our website too?  
Go on-line to the DCRS website and then click on CALENDAR in 
the left hand column of the page. 
Alternatively click THIS to get there directly. 
Once you’ve opened the Calendar you’re encouraged to find 
out what’s available by clicking on each of the buttons in turn.    
It’s well worth clicking on an item on any day and you’ll be 
surprised at the extra information displayed...  
Go ahead and try it!  The embedded DCRS Calendar at 
http://dcrsc-archives.webs.com/Calendar.htm will not be 
intimidated by clicking on them!  
Nothing will change or disappear so don't worry! 
We really do value your feedback. If you have any suggestions 
or corrections about the descriptions of any of the events, do 
please inform the Newsletter Editor so that he can pass that 
information to me. 
Happy clicking! 
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PROMISES, PROMISES 
Written by Trish BAXTER,  

DCRS Lead Project Support Worker 

 
ROMISES, PROMISES. 
To a child the importance of keeping your word is vital to 

their trust of you. 
To an adult, your ability to keep the promises you make define 
your character and give credence to all you seek to do in your 
daily life. 
In these days when the nations are challenging the promises of 
elected leaders or political dictators, we look at our own 
national heritage where the phrase is set: “A gentleman’s word 
is his bond!” 
Law and policy are those rules and procedures that are set to 
guard the lives of citizens by putting into place the promise of 
just outcomes to actions  taken by one individual or many 
others.  
When the New Asylum Model

1
 (NAM) was agreed to be a 

better way to process the claims of those seeking sanctuary in 
the UK, those of us who are on the front line of services in this 
field wondered if it would be just another promise or a needful 
remedy to the prevention of years of mental anguish for those 
who wait for the closure of their claims. 
The deadline for dealing with Legacy Cases

2
 (those who arrived 

before March 2007, have still a fear of return to their country 
of origin, and have not been given the right to remain) is July 
2011.   
We have therefore, been happy to serve those who have been 
issued the documents that have offered them peace of mind 
and an opportunity to leave the past traumas behind.  
For many it will be the first time since they arrived that they 
can make some personal decisions for their future.   
The NO CHOICE state of the immigration system takes its toll 
on the dignity and well-being of so many that after seven or 
eight years one forgets how to make choices that are part of 
being independent. 
There are still so many in our region who are within this legacy 
category, so we are waiting to see if the promise of closing 
these cases by July will come to fruition or not.  At the same 
time, we watch with concern the increasing number of those 
who have already been within the NAM system and have been 
two years without their substantive interview.  Will we see the 
same backlog in the next few years be superseded by yet 
another new asylum model to come? 
What can we promise these individuals who are trapped by a 
system that is again under resourced and seemingly missing 
the mark it set on its inception?   
Do consider the pain and suffering of those who come to our 
centre, seeking to alleviate the anxiety of the unknown and 
bearing the grief of leaving loved ones behind or coping with 
the nightmare of memories that won’t go away however many 
promises are made or broken. 
Your interest, donation, or time can assist us in helping them 
find  dignity in the waiting. 
 

                                                 
1http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/Resources/Refugee%20Council/dow
nloads/briefings/Newasylummodel.pdf  
2 See paragraph 9 of Footnote 1. 

DCRS AWARENESS RAISING TRAINING 
Written by Pat JOYCE,  

DCRS Project Support Worker 

 
HE AIM of the training, held on Friday, 28

th
 January 2011 

and facilitated by David FEINDOUNO, Jo HIGSON, Ellis 
RANSOM and Pat JOYCE... was to increase understanding and 
awareness of the issues facing those seeking sanctuary in the 
UK today.  21 individuals, mainly Volunteers, attended the 
session which gave an overview of  the following:  
  
• The historical background to the Refugee Convention and the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
• A brief outline of the Asylum Process as experienced by our Service 

Users today. 
 
• The vulnerability of our Service Users as they go through this 

process... highlighting best practice in their protection. 
 
• An awareness of the needs of our Service Users which included the 

roles and work of our new Outreach Workers, Ellis and Jo.  
 
• And finally, dealing with difficult situations in the DCRS Centre.  
  

A huge amount of information had to be crammed into three 
hours but those attending were extremely patient in to 
listening and absorbing information.   Ellis gave the 
opportunity to analyse two case studies so as to practice their 
knowledge of two of the International Instruments used to 
determine asylum applications.  
 David also involved volunteers in an activity that highlighted 
the plight of those fleeing persecution and their increased 
vulnerability as they deal, not just with the loss of all that they 
hold dear in their lives, but with a process that effectively 
takes away any dignity they may have remaining.   
A discussion followed on Best Practice in protecting our 
vulnerable clients, whilst setting out some changes to future 
policies and procedures.  The session ended with Ellis and Jo 
outlining their separate roles as Outreach Workers and Jo 
finishing with the Do’s & Don’ts when dealing with difficult 
situations in the DCRS Centre.  
The feedback from those that stayed back for a few minutes at 
the end of the session was very positive and several felt that 
their understanding of the situation had increased 
considerably.  Others felt that training sessions like this should 
be held at least at six-monthly intervals.   So... watch this 
space!  
I should like to take this opportunity of thanking all those that 
did attend, for their contribution and time on this occasion.   
But I should also like to thank our Volunteers that offer their 
support and skills throughout the year; it really is a privilege to 
work with you all and we certainly couldn’t do it without you!  
 

 
 

P T 
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OTHER NEWS & EVENTS 
Written by Geoffrey N. Read  

DCRS Newsletter Editor 

 
SYLUM-SEEKERS REVIEW.   This article was published 
in The Herald on Monday, 31

st 
January 2011: 

 
A REVIEW is to be set up into how asylum-seeking children 
who arrive in Plymouth on their own are cared for. 
There are about 500 asylum seekers in the city, and nine of 
those are boys of 17 and under who arrived without their 
parents. 
The nine are the responsibility of Plymouth City Council. 
The council's Children & Young People Scrutiny Panel is 
expected to set up a review of the care and education 
given to the children, who are described as Middle Eastern, 
African and Arabic. 
Six of the children are aged 17, two are 15 and one is 13. 
Another 12, including one girl, are aged 18 to 20 but are 
still the council's responsibility. 
According to a report to the scrutiny panel, which meets on 
Thursday, some of the children arrive at the ferry port, 
either legally by requesting asylum on entry or illegally, 
through being smuggled in on lorries. They can also arrive 
at different ports and travel to Plymouth, or be sent here 
by the UK Border Agency. 
The report says: "In addition to the reasons for which they 
left their country of origin, they usually face a period of 
transition to the UK, crossing over many continents and 
countries. 
"On arrival their ordeal is not over as they have to learn a 
new language and adjust to different cultural demands." 
 

APACITY BUILDERS IMPROVING REACH PROGRAMME. 
 

F R E E   T R A I N I N G ! 
 
Understanding the Asylum System 
Date: Wednesday, 9

th
 February 2011  

Time:  10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 
The course will increase 
your awareness and 
understanding of the 
needs and experiences 
of asylum seekers and 
refugees in the UK. 
 
 
Working with Interpreters – Good Practice 
Date: Wednesday, 23rd February 2011 
Time:  10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 
 
The course offers guidance on good practice to ensure you 
feel confident when using interpreters and act in the best 
interest of your client. 
 
 

Cross-cultural Communication 
Date: Wednesday, 9

th
 March 2011 

Time:  10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 
Cross cultural differences can 
impede upon communication and 
interpersonal relationships. This 
training aims to develop awareness 
between people in order to 
promote clear lines of 
communication and improve 
relationships. 
 
For further information or to book your place, please email 
Lisa Martins on lisam@plymouthguild.org.uk  
 

HINESE NEW YEAR OPEN EVENT COMES TO 
PLYMOUTH.   Sunday, 6

th
 February 2011, 11 a.m. – 4 

p.m.  A family event. Kung hei fat choy! (An expression used 
in greetings during this festival). This February, the Devon 
& Cornwall Chinese Association is working with the city's 
Chinese community to create a colourful and joyous 
celebration to mark the beginning of the Chinese year of 
the Rabbit. 
On Sunday, 6

th
 February the Plymouth Guildhall will be 

filled with stalls and activities for all the family including: 
 

 Paper craft and drawing workshops,  

 Traditional Chinese dance,  

 Tai Chi,  

 Authentic Chinese food and snacks,  

 Chinese tea,  

 Chinese Calligraphy,  

 School competition,  

 Chinese medicine know-how,  

 Chinese merchandise,  
 and of course the much-anticipated highlight of the day... the  

 Chinese Fashion Show.  
 

The performing competition between schools will also take 
place.   This is the result of a partnership between schools 
across the city and the Devon & Cornwall Chinese 
Association.  
"Chinese New Year is one of our most important 
celebrations” says Chair of the Devon & Cornwall Chinese 
Association, Martin LAI. "Our open Chinese New Year event 
is always full of exciting performances and lots of lively 
activities, for all the family to enjoy. It attracts a really 
diverse range of people, whether they’re celebrating their 
own New Year or learning about a different culture, and we 
hope that 2011 will see our biggest and most popular event 
yet.”  
The packed programme of events starts at 11 a.m. on 
Sunday, 6

th
 February, with stalls, activities and 

performances running throughout the day.  
The cost of admission is: £2 per person and £6 for a family 
of four.  Tickets will be sold on the day at the door.  
The Devon & Cornwall Chinese Association is a charity 
established over 35 years ago. For further information 
about this event or any other projects organised by the 
DCCA, please contact (01752) 266866 or email 
office@dcca.info 

A 

C 
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UTS TO HIT MOST VULNERABLE.   This article was 
published in The Herald on Monday, 10

th
 January 2011: 

 
VOLUNTARY sector funding cuts could have a disproportionate 
impact on the city's most vulnerable people, Plymouth's top 
cop has warned. 
Victims of domestic abuse, sexual assaults and anti-social 
behaviour risk losing vital support as Government grants dry 
up, said Chief Superintendent Andy BICKLEY. 
Prime Minister David CAMERON wants voluntary and 
community groups to take on more work as part of his Big 
Society drive. 
But the coalition Government is also taking away large chunks 
of funding, triggering concerns among many Plymouth-based 
organisations. 
Chief Supt Andy BICKLEY, in a letter to city councillors, said the 
loss of grants worth hundreds of thousands of pounds would 
be keenly felt across the city. 
The decision to axe performance reward grants, announced in 
last year's comprehensive spending review (CSR), was a huge 
concern, he said. 
Chief Supt BICKLEY said: "The CSR cuts represent a potential 
disproportionate impact on the vulnerable and community 
organisations that support hard-to-reach groups. 
"The withdrawal of this funding and the absence of readily 
identifiable funding post CSR will potentially hamper the 
development of third sector capacity to support changes 
across the city." 
He added: "The loss of grant funding in areas which support 
violence, domestic abuse and sexual assault is a concern. 
"The loss of grant funding for family intervention and anti 
social behaviour over the next three years will be keenly felt 
within the city given the community facing work and relief that 
their work contributes to." 
Speaking at the council's outline budget scrutiny meeting last 
week, Plymouth Third Sector Consortium chairman George 
PLENDERLEITH said the most vulnerable should remain 
protected. 
Plymouth City Council has to save £10.5million in 2011 / 12... 
and is hoping voluntary and community groups will take on 
some of its services. 
Mr. PLENDERLEITH, who is also Chief Executive of Plymouth 
Guild, said there was a Catch-22 situation developing. 
"There is a general understanding that there is a need for 
effective savings," he said. 
"But if we're going to deliver more, we need more funding. 
"If we see a reduction in community and voluntary 
organisations because of a lack of funding there will be less 
organisations to achieve that." 
Mr. PLENDERLEITH said the Guild's Volunteer Centre had been 
able to place 3,000 people in over 300 organisations during 
2010. 
But he added: "At the moment, all that funding is as risk." 
 

 

REEN PAPER ON GIVING.   The following information 
was received from the Cornwall Voluntary Sector Forum: 

The Cabinet Office has published a new Giving Green 
Paper, proposing new ways 
to encourage people to give 
their time and money to 
build a stronger society. 
Much has been made in the 
media about plans to give 
people the option of making 
charitable donations when 
they withdraw money from a 
cash machine. 
However, the Green Paper 
includes a number of further 
developed and potentially 
important proposals including: 
 

 Community First Fund:  A £50 million programme 
match-funding contributions from local donors to 
support neighbourhood groups, particularly those 
operating in areas of significant deprivation. 

 

 An £42.5 million Volunteering infrastructure 
programme providing brokerage and support to 
volunteers and the organisations managing them. 

 

 Proposals to develop time banking using internet 
technology. 

 

The Green Paper is a public consultation to which anyone 
with an interest may respond. Responses should be sent to 
giving@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk by Wednesday, 9

th
 March.  

A white paper with firm policy proposals is expected in 
Spring 2011. 
 

 
 

 

THIS SPACE  
COULD HAVE BEEN USED  

TO PLACE  
YOUR NOTICE! 

 
Why not contact the Editor? 

 

C G 
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EPORT ON WORK OF UKBA REVEALS MUCH TO 
WORRY ABOUT.   Comments by  jcwi.  

 
The Home Affairs Committee has published its report 
The Work of the UK Border Agency.  
In a nutshell the report: 
 

 Expresses in the context of ‘austerity’ concerns about the 
 £208,000 salary (exclusive of bonuses) paid to the outgoing 
 head of the UK Border Agency. The evidence also draws out 
 that there has been a significant increase in the extent to which 
 UKBA costs are met by immigrants... a third of the costs are 
 now met by immigrants primarily through increased 
 immigration fees. This contrasts to one tenth in the past; 
 

 Notes that the UKBA would not meet its target for completing 
 90% of asylum cases within six months... the rate was 50% in 
 September 2009 and peaked to 59% in January 2010; 
 

 Reiterates that quality of decision making should not be 
 sacrificed for speed given that poor decision making in relation 
 to asylum and immigration cases was accountable for much of 
 the delay; 
 

 Expresses disappointment with the lack of publication of the 
 audit being undertaken in relation to Rule 35 of the Detention 
 Centre Rules... i.e. the rule for dealing with those with special 
 illnesses, torture and other medical conditions; 
 

 Calls for the tightening up of the registration and  inspection of 
 colleges in order to close fraudulent institutions;  
 

 Raises concerns that the legacy cases programme would end in 
 July 2011 with the Agency having lost track of some cases; 
 

 Notes that the UK Border Agency  is unlikely to trace 70 of the 
 1,013 Foreign National Prisoners whose release without 
 deportation led to Mr. Charles CLARKE’s resignation as Home 
 Secretary in 2005; 
 

 Raises concerns about the adequacy of the training and 
 supervision of those involved in the enforced removal of 
 unsuccessful asylum claimants.  
 

The full report can be seen at:   
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cm
select/cmhaff/587/587.pdf  
 

EVON & CORNWALL FOOD ASSOCIATION LTD. 
This new charity, DCFA, is developing at an amazing 

rate.   A Press Release was issued (see further below) and 
interviews were given on Radio Devon and Atlantic FM in 
January. Offers of help are already pouring in. DCRS will of 
course be one of the beneficiaries of this charity. For 
further information, please read the Press Release that 
follows... 
 

 
 

PARE FOOD IS SHARE FOOD!   Project to Launch in 
Devon and Cornwall.   An exciting new initiative will 

soon be launched in the South West to try to save waste 
and to reduce food poverty in communities. 
 
The Devon & Cornwall Food Association (DCFA) has recently 
been formed to provide good quality food to organisations 
working with disadvantaged people 
within our communities.   Every year 
millions of tonnes of first class food 
ends up in landfill sites.  At the same 
time, even in this modern day and age, 
there are thousands of people - 
including many children - living in 
poverty in the UK. 
Our plan is that DCFA will eventually become a franchise of 
FareShare UK.  FareShare UK is a nation-wide charity which 
supports communities to relieve food poverty.   FareShare 
is at the centre of two most urgent issues that face the UK 
– Food Poverty and Waste.   FareShare was voted UK’s 
Most Admired Charity in March 2010.  
Food which is still in-date will be collected from the 
FareShare Depot in Bristol and directly from other local 
outlets in Devon and Cornwall on a regular basis and then 
distributed to those organisations serving vulnerable and 
needy people in our two counties. 
A spokesperson for DCFA said... 
“FareShare is operated nationally throughout the UK and 
our nearest set-up is located at Bristol. Our Group aims to 
extend the area of this operation into Devon and Cornwall. 
We’ve already held preliminary meetings, formed a Private 
Company Limited by Guarantee and have a properly elected 
Board of Trustees.   We are currently in the process of 
registering with the Charity Commission. 
Initially we intend to travel to Bristol to collect a supply of 
food to distribute weekly, but the longer term aim is to 
obtain storage facilities in Plymouth and make Plymouth 
the main hub of our operation.  At this stage, cold hard cash 
is the main stumbling block!”    
The Company is urgently seeking funds to hire a transit van 
on a weekly basis to make the journey to Bristol and back.   
Perhaps there is a commercial company in Plymouth that 
could help us out with this? Additionally we need a small 
warehouse or storage and distribution facility – initially for 
just one day per week. 
The Company is run by volunteers and is now looking for 
more people to join our team for driving, food handling and 
food distribution, fundraising and various administrative 
tasks.   Can you possibly help us in any way?   If you can, 
please get in touch with our Company Secretary, Geoff 
READ, by telephoning 07745819828, or by emailing: 
saudigeoff@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
If anyone is interested in finding out more about our 
charitable organisation and its aims, then please visit our 
brand new website at:   http://dcfa.webs.com/     
 
To find out more about FareShare UK, please visit 
http://www.fareshare.org.uk 

R 

D 

S 

http://jcwi.wordpress.com/author/jcwi/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmhaff/587/587.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmhaff/587/587.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmhaff/587/587.pdf
mailto:saudigeoff@yahoo.co.uk
http://dcfa.webs.com/
http://www.fareshare.org.uk/
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DIARY DATES 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read 

 

All the dates are shown using the Gregorian (Western) calendar. The 
calendar is accurate, but some dates may vary regionally because they 
are determined by the lunar calendar. Jewish festivals usually begin at 
sundown on the previous day. 
 

If you have access to the internet, just click on the faith links for further 

information.    

 

 
 

  Wednesday, 2
nd

 February 2011 
  
CANDLEMAS (Christian) 
This is often called The Presentation of Christ in the Temple and 
commemorates the day Mary took Jesus to the Temple at Jerusalem to 
present him to God. Coincides with Groundhog Day (USA) 
 
IMBOLC (Pagan) 
Also called Oimelc and Candlemas, Imbolc celebrates the awakening of 
the land and the growing power of the Sun. 

 
Thursday, 3

rd
 February 2011 

 
RISSUN (Setsubun) (Shinto) 
A spring festival that marks the division between Winter and Spring 
and is celebrated with beans. 
 
CHINESE NEW YEAR  (Chinese) 
The year of the rabbit. 

 
Sunday, 6

th
 February 2011 

 
ACESSSION of HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

 
Tuesday, 8

th 
February 2011 

 
VASANT PANCHAMI (Hindu) 
Dedicated to Saraswati, the goddess of learning and Brahma's wife. 
The festival marks the beginning of Spring. 
 
PARINIRVANA - NIRVANA DAY (Buddhist) 
Mahayana Buddhist festival marking the anniversary of Buddha's 
death. Pure Land Buddhists call the festival "Nirvana Day". Parinirvana 
is celebrated by some Buddhists on 8th February. 

 
Friday, 11

th 
February 2011 

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES (Christian) 
Marks the day in 1858 when St. Bernadette had her first vision of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

 
Monday, 14

th
 February 2011 

 
ST. VALENTINE'S DAY (Christian) 
Now more a secular festival than a religious one. There are at least 
three different saints named Valentine. 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday, 15
th

 February 2011 
 
NIRVANA DAY (alternative date) (Buddhist) 
Nirvana Day is also known as Parinirvana and is celebrated by some 
Buddhists on 8th February. Nirvana Day is the celebration of Buddha's 
death when he reached total Nirvana, at the age of 80. 
 
MILAD UN NABI (Birthday of the Prophet Muhammad) (Muslim) 
Shia Muslims celebrate this five days later. Some Muslims do not approve 
of celebrating the birthday, and regard doing so as a religious innovation. 

 
Friday, 18

th
 February 2011 

 
MAGHA PUJA (Buddhist) 
Fourfold Assembly or Sangha Day.  

 
Sunday, 20

th
 February 2011 

 
MILAD UN NABI (Shia) (Muslim) 
Birthday of the Prophet Muhammad. Sunni Muslims celebrate this five 
days earlier. Some Muslims do not approve of celebrating the 
birthday, and regard doing so as a religious innovation. 

 

 
 

Tuesday, 1
st

 March 2011 
 
St. DAVID'S DAY (Christian) 
Saint David, or Dewi Sant as he's called in the Welsh language, is the 
patron saint of Wales. 

 
Wednesday, 2

nd
 March 2011 

 
NINETEEN DAY FAST (start) (Bahai) 
Ends 20th March. During this period Baha'is go without food or drink from 
sunrise to sunset. 

 
Thursday, 3

rd 
March 2011 

 
HINA-MATSURI - FESTIVAL OF DOLLS (Shinto) 
Celebrates daughters in the family. 
 
MAHASHIVRATRI (Hindu) 
Mahashivratri is a Hindu festival dedicated to Shiva, one of the deities 
of the Hindu Trinity. 

 
Saturday, 5

th 
March 2011 

 
St. PIRAN'S DAY (Christian) 
Piran is regarded as the patron saint of Cornwall and tin miners.  He 
was born in Ireland. The Cornish flag may have been inspired by the 
legend that Piran discovered the process for smelting tin: black rock 
with a white cross of pure metal. 

 
Monday, 7

th
 March 2011 

 
CLEAN MONDAY - BEGINNING OF LENT (Orthodox) (Christian) 
The start of the Great Lent for Orthodox Christians. This day is called 
Clean Monday, and occurs seven weeks before the Orthodox Easter. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/candlemas.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/imbolc.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/holydays/harumatsuri.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/holydays/parinirvana.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/catholic/catholic_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/valentine.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/holydays/parinirvana.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/miladunnabi.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/holydays/miladunnabi.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/david_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/customs/fasting.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/mahashivratri.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
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Tuesday, 8
th

 March 2011 
 
SHROVE TUESDAY (Christian) 
Also called Pancake Day and Mardi Gras. The British name of Pancake 
Day comes from the tradition of making pancakes to use up all the 
food that could not be eaten during Lent. 

 
Wednesday, 9

th
 March 2011 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY (Christian) 
The first day of Lent for Western Christian churches. Lent is the season 
marking the time Jesus spent in the wilderness. 

 
Monday, 14th March 2011 
 
COMMONWEALTH DAY 

 
Thursday, 17

th
 March 2011 

 
FAST OF ESTHER (Taanit Esther) (Jewish) 
A fast in commemoration of the fast of Mordechai and Esther. This is 
not a major Jewish fast. 
 
St. PATRICK'S DAY (Christian) 
St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. 

 
Saturday, 19

th
 March 2011 

 
St. JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (Christian). 
 
HOLI (Hindu) 
The Hindu spring festival. 

 
Sunday, 20

th
 March 2011 

 
PURIM (Jewish) 
Purim commemorates the time when the Jewish people living in Persia 
were saved from extermination by the courage of a young Jewish 
woman called Esther. 
 
HOLA MOHALLA (Lunar Calendar) (Sikh) 
Hola Mohalla is three day festival of military exercises and mock 
battles, together with religious discussions and devotional music, at 
Anandpur Sahib on the day after Holi. 
 
SPRING EQUINOX - EOSTER (Pagan) 
Spring Equinox celebrates the renewed life of the Earth that comes 
with the Spring. 

Monday, 21
st 

March 2011 

NAW-RUZ (Bahai) 
Baha'i New Year. 
 
JAMSHEDI NORUZ (Fasli) (Zoroastrian) 
Zoroastrian New Year's Day in the Fasli calendar. 
 
SHUBUN-SAI - EQUINOX DAY (Shinto) 
A day for visiting graves. Also associated with Buddhism in Japan. 
 
SHUSHAN PURIM (Jewish) 
In some places Purim is celebrated one day later. In this case it is 
called Shushan Purim. 

 
Friday, 25

th
 March 2011 

 
ANNUNCIATION (Christian) 
Marks the angel Gabriel's message to the Virgin Mary that she would 
give birth to the incarnation of Christ. It also celebrates the 
incarnation itself as the date falls nine months before Christmas. 

 

Saturday, 26
th

 March 2011 
 
KHORDAD SAL (Fasli) (Zoroastrian) 
The birthday of Zoroaster, celebrated on this date in the Fasli calendar. 
Also known as the Greater Noruz. 

 

Sunday, 27
th

 March 2011 
 
BRITISH SUMMER TIME BEGINS 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Our major funders: 

 

       
  

           
 

   

   
 

Devon & Cornwall  
Refugee Support  

(DCRS) 

 

 

 
 

7 Whimple Street,  Plymouth PL1 2DH  
Tel:  01752 265952 Fax: 0870 762 6228  

Email: dcrsc@btopenworld.com  
Website: http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/lent_2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/lent_3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/patrick_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/holi_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/purim_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/holydays/holamahalla.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/springequinox.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/nawruz.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/holydays/noruz.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/annunciation.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/holydays/khordadsal.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/
mailto:dcrsc@btopenworld.com
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/
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