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FOREWORD BY THE  
CHAIR OF THE DCRS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Written by Lorna M. SEWELL 
 

Dear Friends & Supporters, 
 
Support and advice to Asylum Seekers and Refugees goes on at a pace in the Masiandae Centre in Whimple 
Street. The staff in all their different capacities are working at full stretch.  At one time, we had thought that the 
pressure would be less with the extra staff numbers and opening five days a week, but this has certainly not 
been the case.  The numbers do not decrease and so we shall have no difficulty in meeting our obligations to 
the Big Lottery! 
The DCRS Articles of Association have now been agreed and have been sent off to Companies House and to the 
Charity Commission, so all our legal requirements have now been met.  My Vice-chair & Company Secretary, 
Arnold MELHUISH, will I know, be greatly relieved that this onerous work has been completed.  We are very 
grateful to him. 
Our Annual Review for 2010 is currently being put together, and we’re hoping this will be finalised by the end of 
March 2011.   This target date will only be reached if contributions towards are received in good time, so please 
support us in this matter by submitting your articles to Geoff READ (contact details at the foot of the page).  
Our Financial Accounts for 2010 have already been completed and are available for any funder or other 
individual or organisation that wishes to have sight of it. 
DCRS will soon be advertising for new Trustees to join its Board.   We especially need individuals with particular 
expertise and skills. Details of Trustees’ obligations and an Application Pack is now  available from our Centre 
and also on our website.   Please see more information about this on Page 12.  
You will not be surprised to hear that DCRS, along with many other charities, are finding funding more and 
more difficult, especially at this particular time of governmental cuts.  A Letter of Appeal, asking for 
donations is in the process of being despatched, and a copy is reproduced below.   We are hoping that our 
previous supporters, and of course, any new ones, will respond as generously as they can. In the 
Consortium between START, Refugees First and 
DCRS, there are to be discussions with Plymouth City Council in respect to the funding we have received 
from them over the last three years. These discussions are still ongoing. 
The DCRS Board of Trustees are working hard to maintain the level of funding that is needed to continue 
its work. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Lorna M. SEWELL 
Chair 
DCRS Board of Trustees 

 

 

Providing  
Practical 
Support 
To  
Refugees 
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DCRS CHARITABLE APPEAL 
Written by Lorna M. SEWELL 

Chair, DCRS Board of Trustees 
 

Dear Friends & Supporters, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Board of Trustees of Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support, to explain the 
situation in which we find ourselves. 
As you know, we have recently been fortunate enough to be successful in obtaining some Big Lottery funds over 
the next four years, to enable us to employ four extra staff to implement new work with asylum seekers.  We 
are also committed to opening our Drop-in Centre from twice a week to five times a week.  As we are now the 
only organisation this side of Bristol who offers such a comprehensive service to such vulnerable people in 
Plymouth, these extra funds were most welcome. 
However, these Big Lottery funds do not cover the original work we were, and are still doing.  The remit was for 
New Work, so our costs for three staff, and all the usual overheads of rent, utilities, Council Tax, insurances, 
telephones, etc., are not covered.  This amounts to approximately £90,000 per annum.   For 2011 we need to 
raise a further £50,000 to cover the shortfall.  Our Fundraising Team have made a number of applications to 
other charities and if successful, our target from our own Friends and Supporters, is £20,000 for 2011.  
This letter, therefore, is in the hope that you will feel able to make us a donation to enable us to continue the 
worthwhile work we have been doing now for over ten years. 
If you are a UK Taxpayer, you may wish to use the Gift Aid form on our website at:  http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org   This 
will enable us to claim the tax back from HMRC. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs. Lorna M. Sewell 
Chair 
DCRS Board of Trustees 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to our homepage at 
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/ and click on 
Friends of DCRS Brochure.  
 
Alternatively click this following link and go 
there directly: 
http://dcrsc-archives.webs.com/friends.htm 
                                                         Ed       

http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/
http://dcrsc-archives.webs.com/friends.htm
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GENERAL DCRS INFORMATION 
Written and compiled by Geoffrey N. READ  

(except where stated) 

 
OARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETINGS.   A meeting of the DCRS 
Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 23

rd
 February 

2011.      The next meeting has been scheduled for 
Wednesday, 30

th
 March 2011 at 2 p.m.   Should anyone wish to 

have a particular matter discussed then please contact any 
DCRS Trustee. 
 

OLIDAYS.   Please note that our Centre will be closed on 
the following dates in April: 
 

Friday, 22nd April 2011:   Good Friday 
Monday, 25th April 2011: Easter Monday  
Friday, 29th April 2011: The Royal Wedding 
 
 

ISIT OF MR.OLIVER COLVILE, MP.  Mr. COLVILLE visited 
the Centre on Friday 11

th
 February 2011.   For more 

information on Mr. COLVILE, please visit:  
http://www.parliament.uk/biographies/oliver-
colvile/31698  

 
OLUNTEERS’ MEETINGS.   A meeting was held on 
Thursday, 24

th
 February  2011 and the minutes will be 

available at the Centre.  All volunteers are strongly 
encouraged to attend the next meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, 31

st 
March 2011 at 2 p.m.  Volunteers who find 

they’re unable to attend are requested, as a matter of 
courtesy, to inform our Volunteer Coordinator (Liz HARDING) 
prior to the meeting. 
 

THE DCRS INTERNET SUITE 
Written by Martyn TYRELL, 

DCRS Volunteer & Internet Suite Coordinator 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   Thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped this past month! We are delighted to have been 

able to open our Internet Suite service on every weekday 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.! 
 
There have been many people taking the opportunity to watch 
video clips from their home countries, most often in the form 
of music videos on YouTube. Some of our Service Users 
regularly access their email on sites such as Hotmail, Gmail 
and Yahoo! Others have been following the news on foreign 
language websites. Access to the internet at DCRS allows many 
people to bridge the gap between them and their home 
cultures, accessing web pages filled with news and comment 
in their own language. 
 
Many people who use the service have little English and often 
struggle to use an English keyboard... many get help from 
friends and from those who volunteer to supervise our Internet 
Suite. Helping a person find a music video of their favourite 
musician from back home can be of immense significance. 
Thank you to those of you who have been volunteering to 
supervise our Internet Suite and helping our Service Users 
brighten their day with contact from home! 

THE DCRS FOOD PROGRAMME 
Written by Christine REID,  

DCRS Trustee & Food Programme Coordinator 

 
ONTHLY UPDATE.   The Food Programme is still 
running very smoothly, which is largely due to the 

commitment of the Food Team who beaver away in the 
kitchen, mostly unseen, but playing a vital role. 
 We’re still able to maintain our demand within our allocated 
budget but only with the boost from the donations received. 
Requests for refreshments have certainly increased!   But 
we’re always only too pleased to dispense them as this shows 
the more caring and social side of our work. 
Toiletry packs are still being distributed,  and we are currently 
in urgent need of: 
  
Shaving Gel / Foam 
Deodorant / Body Spray for Men 

   

ATE LABELS.   Every year in the UK we throw away £12 
billion worth of good food, 

costing the average family £50 a 
month. The good news is that 
there are some quick and easy 
things we can all do to reduce the amount of in-date food we 
throw away. 
  
Use-by Date.   Food can be eaten or frozen right up to the end 
of the Use-by Date. Just follow the storage instructions on food 
packeting. The Use-by Dates are usually found on chilled 
products such as meat, soft cheeses, and dairy based  deserts. 
 
Source: 
http://www.recycleforgreatermanchester.com/clientfiles/File/Tip%20-
%20Date%20Labels.pdf 

 
NOTHER BLOW FOR FAMILIES: Fastest rise in prices of 
staple foods in five years.   By Sean Poulter 

 
The prices of a range of basic foods surged at the start of the 
year, showing the biggest monthly rise in more than five years. 
Bread, pasta, and packets and tins of food increased in cost by 
2.7% between December and January to reach an annual rate 
of 6.3%, according to the British Retail Consortium. 
Overall, the annual rate of food inflation jumped from 4% to 
4.6%, despite claims of supermarkets to be waging a new year 
price war. This was the largest monthly increase in two years. 
The BRC claims its supermarket members are protecting shoppers 
against the worst effects of global commodity price rises. However, 
the trade body warned of ‘severe pressure’ that is likely to bring  even 
bigger increases in the months ahead. 
Just last week, the UN Food & Agriculture Organisation said global 
food price rises were running at a record high. 
Research by price comparison website www.MySupermarket.co.uk 
shows a 35% annual rise in the price of own-label pasta and 25% on a 
baguette. 
A pack of McVitie’s milk chocolate digestives was up 16%, and a litre 
of vegetable oil by 14%.  
The commodity price of corn is up 92%, while wheat is 80% dearer 
and coffee 70% more expensive.  
Higher grain prices have a knock-on effect on the cost of meat and 
dairy products because large quantities are used as animal feed.  
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The shop price report said: ‘The rise in food inflation is being driven 
by surging food commodities in global markets. 
Increases: The research found that wheat is 80% more expensive, 
meaning the cost of bread and other products has risen. 
‘According to the United Nations, global food prices hit a record high 
last month, surpassing the levels seen in the 2007-08 food crisis.  
‘Pressure on vital food commodities has come on the back of 
continued strong demand from emerging economies and poor 
harvests from major exporting countries such as Russia, the US, 
Australia and Argentina. 
‘The surge in commodity prices is working its way through the supply 
chain to wholesalers and is now beginning to materialise in shop 
prices.’  
The BRC said the overall rate of shop price inflation, combining food 
and non-food items, rose from 2.% in December to 2.5% in January. 
It added that the increase in VAT last month had been offset by heavy 
discounting in the sales. 
BRC director general Stephen ROBERTSON warned: ‘Retailers 
generally took the VAT hit on behalf of customers.   
‘But, with a range of other cost pressures also squeezing margins, 
retailers will struggle to go on absorbing it.’  
 

 
 

Read more at:  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1355055/Food-
prices-fastest-rise-5-years-blow-
families.html#ixzz1DfbyG68N 
 
Contributed by Geoffrey N. READ, DCRS Trustee.    
 

 
 

THE DCRS WEBSITE 
Written by Kanda P.,  

DCRS Webmaster 

 
ID YOU KNOW that you can read our Newsletters on our 
website?  Go to our homepage at http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/, 

click the Latest Newsletter button and it’ll take you straight 
there! 
For the later versions of our DCRS Newsletters there are 
buttons of Download / Print / Full screen from Scribd.com on 
top left of the newsletter display box.  The Fullscreen button is 

worth clicking!  The bottom left of the box has  + and - buttons 

and a small dropdown menu.  Have you tested the "Book" 
mode in the dropdown menu? 
We’ve put another download buttons on these pages.  
They’re usually at the bottom of the page.  I hope you can 
find them!  If it’s difficult for you to locate the download 
buttons on any DCRS webpage do please let us know!  The 
download button will take us to the PDF or MS WORD 
version of  the DCRS Newsletter, Annual Review, or one of 
our latest Brochures at Mediafire.com.   From there we can 
download the document  -  without having to sign up or 
sign in to anything. 
All the cyberspace we use for the DCRS is FREE.  And since it’s 
absolutely free-of-charge, our viewers might see pop-ups of 
advertisement from mediafire.com., etc., that could be either 
interesting or distracting.  
 

OTHER NEWS & EVENTS 
Written by Geoffrey N. Read  

DCRS Newsletter Editor 

 
T'S TIME TO DANCE!, DANCE!, DANCE!   This article 
appeared in the Plymouth Herald on Saturday, 12

th
 

February 2011: 
  
THE Plymouth South Asian Society is to host a unique event in 
April.   This Integration Through Culture event will be held at 
the Roland Levinsky Building in Theatre 1 of the University of 
Plymouth.   The event will be staged on Saturday 2

nd
 April 2011 

from 6.30 p.m.   For further information please email:  
chairperson@southasiansociety.co.uk 
 

IAZZA PARTY PLANNED TO CELEBRATE ST GEORGE'S DAY.   
This article appeared in the Plymouth Herald on 

Thursday, 17
th

 February 2011: 
 
KNIGHT TIME: Chaz SINGH and a number of city business 
people who’re supporting him in his bid to organise a St. 
George's Day celebration.  A 
Sikh man is set to celebrate 
all things English as he 
embarks on a very special 
crusade. 
British born-and-bred Chaz 
SINGH is organising a host of 
fun events to celebrate St George's Day. 
The fiercely proud patriot is hoping that the scheme will help to unite 
city people from all backgrounds. 
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"Regardless of who you are and where you are from, we can all come 
together and celebrate St George's Day and our futures together," said 
the 37-year-old married father of two. 
"I am very proud to be living in Plymouth and this is a huge 
opportunity to bring a mutual understanding of the differences in our 
own community." 
The city centre Piazza will be transformed for the family-focused free 
event on Saturday, 23rd April 2011. 
Plymouth Morris Men will be performing in the streets alongside the 
City of Plymouth Pipe Band. 
And a number of local bands and singers will be taking to a stage 
under the big screen to keep the crowds entertained, including Quad 
Core, Poppy Mills and the Saggy Bottom Boys. 
It’s hoped a marquee will also be set up as a celebration tent 
complete with children's activities, beer stall, hog roast and food, 
provided by the Thistle Park Tavern. And there will be fancy dress 
competitions for children and adults including best dressed knight and 
great British icon. 
"We probably all do St Patrick's Day maybe without an ounce of 
Irishness in us," said Chaz who lives in Stoke. 
"This is a landmark day and we shouldn't be afraid to celebrate it. It is 
our day, it is everybody's." 
Chaz, who has lived in Plymouth with his family for almost a decade, 
said that many people he had spoken to about the national day were 
unsure of its date on the calendar. 
"I want to change that... this is a massive opportunity and it is not to 
be missed." 
Chaz, who is working with Town Crier David Saunders to bring the 
celebration together, has received a lot of support from local 
businesses and groups but he is hoping to encourage more to get 
involved and sponsor the event. 
Plymouth City Museum, Plymouth City Council, The Herald, Ivor 
Dewdney, Devonshire Tea, the Treasury Bar, InPlymouth.com, 
Plymouth Drake Sea Cadets, minority inclusion group Fata He and the 
Royal British Legion have all lent their support to the patriotic plans.  
"This is the event Plymouth has been crying out for," said Chaz.  

Anyone who would like to help sponsor the St. George's 
Day celebration is asked to call Chaz on 07950957909, 
email chazgoldie@googlemail.com or visit St. George's Day 
Plymouth on Facebook. 
 

LYMOUTH MULTILINGUAL FAMILIES, an association for 
parents of bilingual children, and 

the University of Plymouth are coming 
together to organise an event to 
celebrate all the languages spoken 
here in Plymouth.  
The event will be a mixture of celebration, information 
sharing, workshops, networking and entertainment, and will 
take place on Sunday afternoon 20

th
 March 2011, 2 - 5 p.m. 

We wish to include all the organisations involved in supporting 
and promoting languages and cultural diversity here in 
Plymouth and so we would like to invite you to participate.  
We will be in the iconic Roland Levinsky building, and will have 
use of a large airy central space, two side rooms and a lecture 
theatre.  We can offer you a stand in the central atrium, 
consisting of a table and display boards, and access to a power 
point should you wish to bring along a laptop or other 
equipment.  You would also be welcome to run an activity if 
you wished.  This is a wonderful opportunity to showcase the 
good work you do with communities in Plymouth. 
Apart from members of the public, in particular the ethnic 
communities here in Plymouth, we expect representatives of a 
variety of organisations and agencies involved supporting 
languages and culture to attend.  This celebration will be 
widely publicised in the local media, through the university 
and through various agencies in Plymouth. 

The event will be free of charge to all  (but if your organisation 
is able to contribute in any way to the running of the event, via 
a small donation or by providing helping hands, that would be 
much appreciated).  
Please contact me to let me know if you are able to participate 
and to discuss any arrangements or requirements you may 
have. 
  
Best wishes 
Ricky  
  
Ricky Lowes 
Chair, Plymouth Multilingual Families 
plymouthmultilingualfamilies@gmail.com  
http://www.multilingualfamilies.org.uk/aboutpmf.html  
 

 
THIS SPACE  

COULD HAVE BEEN USED  
TO PLACE  

YOUR NOTICE! 
 

Why not contact the Editor? 
 

 
NGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE. 
 

 
Click to download this flyer for printing. 
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NSIGHT GROW ZONE FUNDRAISING DAY 
 
 

Claire Paxton 
The Zone 
11 Union Street 
Plymouth 
PL1 2SR 
www.thezoneplymouth.co.uk 
Company Registration No: 3140076.  
Registered Office: Youth Enquiry Service (Plymouth) Ltd 

 

 
 
 

ULTI– CULTURAL GROUP AT GREEN ARK CHILDREN 
CENTRE. 

 
Click to download the above flyer for printing. 
 

 
 
 

EFUGEE WEEK 2011.   Faith COLLINGWOOD, the 
Community Projects Producer at the Theatre Royal in 

Plymouth has announced that as 
Plymouth City Council have provided 
funding for Refugee Week, the Theatre 
Royal is now able to go ahead with the 
coordination for the event. Exciting news! 
The delay in funding news means that the planning for this 
year will now have to be extremely streamlined. A smooth 
streamlined efficient structure of two main groups will help 
get a really exciting Refugee Week 2011 off the ground in 
the short time available. Faith is also putting in place:   
 

 The Steering Group:  A small core of six people which will be 
the driving machine behind everything. 

 

 The Partnership:  A network incorporating everyone involved 
in  Plymouth-based Refugee Week events. 
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HE 2011 CENSUS.   The next census of 
England and Wales will take place on 

Sunday, 27
th

 March and includes a number 
of new approaches designed to improve 
census return rates in all areas and with all 
population groups. This includes: 
 

 Wide engagement in the community with the help  of local 
 authorities, representatives of target population and 
 accessibility groups and a national publicity campaign. 

 

 Post-out of all household questionnaires (around 25  million), 
 based on a newly developed national address register. 

 

 On-line completion:   people will be able to complete and 
submit their answers online or fill in and return the paper 
 questionnaire. 

 

 Questionnaire tracking and targeted field follow-up: to                   
identify and follow up households which have not                  
returned a questionnaire. 

 

If you wish to know more about the 2011 Census please 
click on this link:  http://2011.census.gov.uk/  
 

HE UNIVERSITY OF PLYMOUTH is currently hosting a 
number of FdA Children’s Workforce Coffee Drop-In 

Sessions. Specifically for practitioners 
working within the children and young 
people’s workforce, these events offer an 
insight into this work-based programme. 
Our coffee mornings will provide 
individuals time with our staff to find out 
more about the programme, the support available and the 
progression opportunities. 
These events will be taking place in the Rolle Building from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon on the following dates: 
 
• Saturday, 26th March 2011 
• Saturday, 28th May 2011 

 

To book a place at one of the events please telephone: 
(01752) 585410, or email: becky.taylor@plymouth.ac.uk. 
 

RGENT ACTION REQUIRED:  
Don’t Let Cuts Devastate Refugee Services!    
This article has been submitted by Refugee Action: 

  
We need your help today to stop cuts to vital services for 
refugees. 
Refugees come to the UK 
looking for safety from 
war, torture and 
persecution.  Extremely 
vulnerable, often 
traumatised and in an 
unfamiliar country, they rely on organisations like the Refugee 
Council to help them begin to rebuild their lives. We provide 
free advice and support services for people who have nowhere 
else to turn but we rely on government funding to do this.  

The government is proposing to cut this funding by over 60% from 
Friday, 1st April 2011. Funding for the work we do to help refugees 
integrate into our society will end completely in September.   
You can help us today!  Tell your MP that the dramatic cuts to refugee 
advice services must be stopped and donate to continue projects and 
services that refugees rely on to rebuild their lives. 
The proposed scale of the cuts on refugee services will have a dramatic 
impact on our society. There’ll be no support to help refugees to 
integrate. Community cohesion will be put at risk. Many refugees could 
find themselves homeless, without any financial support. This situation 
would be exacerbated if increased instability internationally was to 
result in a sudden influx of a large number of people to the UK leaving 
refugee agencies struggling to cope and many refugees would be left 
with no support.  
While we understand government cuts are affecting all sorts of services, 
we’re gravely concerned that the scale and speed of the cuts are going 
to devastate the specialist organisations that are dedicated to providing 
refugees with a lifeline. If these organisations can’t help them, many 
vulnerable people will simply have nowhere else to turn.  
The Refugee Council, together with other refugee charities is calling on 
the government to ensure that refugees continue to receive the advice 
and support they need. We want to see the level of the cuts reduced 
and we want more time to make changes to our services so that we can 
focus on helping the people who need us most. We need your help to do 
this.  
Act now!  Tell your MP that the dramatic cuts to refugee advice services 
must be stopped and donate to continue projects and services that 
refugees rely on to rebuild their lives. 
 

2011 is the 60th Anniversary  
of the  

UN Refugee Convention1 
 
British lawyers played a leading role in drafting the Convention; it’s 
saved countless lives and it’s as necessary now as it was 60 years ago. 
The UK government must ensure that organisations which support 
today’s refugees can carry on with our vital work, supporting people 
seeking refuge in the UK today.  
Protect services for refugees!  Write to your MP and make a donation to 
the Refugee Council. 

We urgently need your support to continue the projects 
and services that refugees need to help them rebuild their 
lives. 
 
Thank you. 
Refugee Council  
 

If you know of any school, group 
or other organisation that would 
like to have a presentation... 
either short or longer... then do 
please get in touch with the 

Editor of the Newsletter.                 
 Thank you! 

 
 

                                                 
1
 http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html  
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HAT IS A CARER?   Many people would consider looking 
after an elderly, disabled or sick relative, spouse or 

friend to be what is expected of a loved one. Carers often do 
not recognise themselves as such and see their caring role as 
being a normal part of family life or good neighbourliness 
within their community.  
For many years the role of carer went unrecognised and 
unsupported and carers often felt isolated, frustrated and in 
many cases, suicidal. Increasingly however there is national 
recognition of the importance of carers and some support 
available through local councils, charities and support groups 
throughout the country.  
Carers Champions is funded by Plymouth City Council and our 
role is to provide support, information and advice to adult 
unpaid carers of other adults within Plymouth. We are based 
at Greenbank and the support we offer includes: 
 

 A quarterly newsletter with information relevant to cares in 
Plymouth. 

 

 A weekly drop in at our offices plus drop ins at other 
locations in Plymouth. 

 

 Emotional support to help carers new to caring or going 
through a difficult time in their caring role.  

 

 Benefits advice. 
 

 A resources library with information about support and 
services for carers in Plymouth. 

 

If you would like any information about Carers Champions 
including the services we offer,  participating in Carers 
Awareness Training or about volunteering opportunities please 
get in contact on (01752) 211348 or email us at: 
carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk 
 
Carers Awareness Training. 
Carers Champions also run Carers Awareness Training for 
professionals, whose work brings them into contact with those 
who care for others. 
The training takes the form of half day workshops at the East  
End Community Resource Centre in Cattedown. 
Professionals find this awareness training invaluable, and say 
that they are more aware of carers’ issues when they have 
completed the training. 
Places are available on Tuesday, 10

th
 May and Tuesday, 12

th
 

July, and run from 9.30 until 1 p.m. 
 

 Do you provide support to someone  
who is elderly, ill or has a disability? 

 
 

offers support and advice to help you keep well in your caring role. 
 

Call us on 01752 211 348, 
e-mail carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk or visit our website 

http://www.colebrookhousing.co.uk/  and click on ‘CARERS’ 

 

 
 

ORK SET TO START ON NEW ISLAMIC CULTURAL 
CENTRE.   This article appeared in the Plymouth Herald 

on Monday, 21st February 2011: 

 
BUILDING work to turn Plymouth's former Labour Party HQ 
into an Islamic cultural centre is set to begin. 
The Plymouth Islamic Education Trust (Piety) put in two 
applications during 2009, one to change the use from offices 
to a community centre and religious meeting place, and one to 
convert the building. 
Piety paid £410,000 for the three-storey 1960’s Beaumont Hall, on the 
corner of Beaumont Road and Greenbank Avenue, the previous year.  
Planning chiefs gave a green light to the improvements in October 
2009, but it has taken since then to finalise plans and costs.  
The centre's director, Mohamed EL-MHAMDI, said the renovation 
work will begin on Tuesday, 1st March 2011 and continue for between 
eight and ten months. 
He said: "We must quit the place while the work is being carried out. 
Thanks to the kindness of a local church, we will be able to hold Friday 
prayers at a hall in Peverell." 
Piety's Arabic schooling and office work will also continue at an 
address in Greenbank, while the renovation is carried out. 
Mohamed was keen to point out the building would "remain a 
community centre for the neighbourhood". 
He added: "We will offer more classes and community rooms for use 
by our neighbours and business people. We will be stronger for the 
benefit of the local area." 
He said the group hoped to house a Neighbourhood Watch scheme in 
the building, and is in communication with Plymouth's Scout 
Association about the centre being home to a new troop. 
He said: "This building will not be used exclusively by Muslim people. 
It is a community building, to be available for our entire community."  
To highlight the centre's dedication to localism, Mohamed said that 
"only local contractors will be used, because we want the money to 
be invested locally. 
"We intend to use local bricklayers, electricians, plumbers, carpet 
fitters, painters and decorators. Local people should be the ones who 
benefit from this work." 
He said he was keen to hear from any neighbours who encountered 
any disruption during the building work. 
He said: "We will be in constant communication with the contractors, 
and we want to minimise any disruption to our neighbours. That is a 
real priority for us." 
"He added: "We hope to have a big opening event and invite every 
one of our neighbours. We may even stretch the celebrations over 
two or three days, and allow people to visit the centre to see the 
changes inside." 

 

W 

W 

mailto:carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk
mailto:carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk
http://www.colebrookhousing.co.uk/
http://www.thisisplymouth.co.uk/topics/company/plymouthislamiceducationtrust
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OUNG PEOPLE SEEKING SAFETY:   
Awareness Week 2011:  Plymouth  

Monday, 28th March 2011  - Sunday, 3rd April 2011 
 

Plymouth Mini-Conference 
 
Date:   Thursday, 31st March 
 
Time: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Place: Sherwell Centre,  
 University of Plymouth 
  
Free Entry  
Lunch Provided 
Booking Required 
   

Plymouth is hosting an event to mark the first ever 
dedicated week of action across the UK to raise awareness 
of the experiences of unaccompanied young people in the 
asylum system.  
 
The week of action is organised by Young People Seeking 
Safety, a network of organisations and individuals who 
have joined forces to promote the rights and safety of 
unaccompanied young people seeking asylum in the UK. 
 
The Plymouth Mini-Conference, is being organised by the 
Speak Up for “Saif” campaign group, with support from the 
University of Plymouth, and will take place at the 
University’s Sherwell Centre (next door to where START's 
Cultural Kitchen is held) as part of Young People Seeking 
Safety Week. 
 
It is a chance to find out more about the asylum system 
and how the Government’s immigration policy impacts on 
the lives of young people. The event includes presentations 
from local service providers, a panel discussion on UK 
Border Agency policies, and a screening of ‘Hearing 
Unheard Voices’, a film put together by the City Council's 
Youth Service, documenting the experiences of 
unaccompanied asylum seekers here in Plymouth. A 
number of local and national organisations will also be 
there to showcase their services to delegates in the 
Sherwell Centre foyer exhibition space. 
 
To book your place on the Plymouth Mini-
Conference, please contact Dave WOODBRIDGE-JOHNS at:  
plymouth@youngpeopleseekingsafety.co.uk or visit: 
www.youngpeopleseekingsafety.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

 

DDOOEESS  YYOOUURR  OORRGGAANNIISSAATTIIOONN  

PPRROOVVIIDDEE    

FFRREEEE  MMEEAALLSS  OORR  FFOOOODD  PPAARRCCEELLSS??  
  

IIff  yyoouurr  oorrggaanniissaattiioonn  wwoouulldd  bbeenneeffiitt  ffrroomm  

rreecceeiivviinngg  ffrreeee  ffoooodd  pprroodduuccee  tthheenn  ggoo  oonn--

lliinnee  ttoo  DDCCFFAA  aatt  http://dcfa.webs.com,,  

ddoowwnnllooaadd  tthhee  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  FFoorrmm  &&  WWiisshh  

LLiisstt,,  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee  ddeettaaiillss  aanndd  ssuubbmmiitt  iitt  ttoo  

GGeeooffff  ((ddeettaaiillss  aatt  tthhee  ffoooott  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggee))..  
  

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

TTHHIISS  SSPPAACCEE    

CCOOUULLDD  HHAAVVEE  BBEEEENN  UUSSEEDD    

TTOO  PPLLAACCEE    

YYOOUURR  NNOOTTIICCEE!!  
 

WWWhhhyyy   nnnooottt   cccooonnntttaaacccttt   ttthhheee   EEEdddiiitttooorrr???   

 

Y 

 

mailto:plymouth@youngpeopleseekingsafety.co.uk
http://www.youngpeopleseekingsafety.co.uk/
http://dcfa.webs.com/
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DIARY DATES 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read 

 

All the dates are shown using the Gregorian (Western) calendar. The 
calendar is accurate, but some dates may vary regionally because they 
are determined by the lunar calendar. Jewish festivals usually begin at 
sundown on the previous day. 
 

If you have access to the internet, just click on the faith links for further 

information.    

 

 
 

Tuesday, 1
st

 March 2011 
 
St. DAVID'S DAY (Christian) 
Saint David, or Dewi Sant as he's called in the Welsh language, is the 
patron saint of Wales. 

 
Wednesday, 2

nd
 March 2011 

 
NINETEEN DAY FAST (start) (Bahai) 
Ends 20th March. During this period Baha'is go without food or drink from 
sunrise to sunset. 

 
Thursday, 3

rd 
March 2011 

 
HINA-MATSURI - FESTIVAL OF DOLLS (Shinto) 
Celebrates daughters in the family. 
 
MAHASHIVRATRI (Hindu) 
Mahashivratri is a Hindu festival dedicated to Shiva, one of the deities 
of the Hindu Trinity. 

 
Saturday, 5

th 
March 2011 

 
St. PIRAN'S DAY (Christian) 
Piran is regarded as the patron saint of Cornwall and tin miners.  He 
was born in Ireland. The Cornish flag may have been inspired by the 
legend that Piran discovered the process for smelting tin: black rock 
with a white cross of pure metal. 

 
Monday, 7

th
 March 2011 

 
CLEAN MONDAY - BEGINNING OF LENT (Orthodox) (Christian) 
The start of the Great Lent for Orthodox Christians. This day is called 
Clean Monday, and occurs seven weeks before the Orthodox Easter. 

 
Tuesday, 8

th
 March 2011 

 
SHROVE TUESDAY (Christian) 
Also called Pancake Day and Mardi Gras. The British name of Pancake 
Day comes from the tradition of making pancakes to use up all the 
food that could not be eaten during Lent. 

 
Wednesday, 9

th
 March 2011 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY (Christian) 
The first day of Lent for Western Christian churches. Lent is the season 
marking the time Jesus spent in the wilderness. 

 
 
 

Monday, 14
th

 March 2011 
 
COMMONWEALTH DAY 

 
Thursday, 17

th
 March 2011 

 
FAST OF ESTHER (Taanit Esther) (Jewish) 
A fast in commemoration of the fast of Mordechai and Esther. This is 
not a major Jewish fast. 
 
St. PATRICK'S DAY (Christian) 
St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. 

 
Saturday, 19

th
 March 2011 

 
St. JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (Christian). 
 
HOLI (Hindu) 
The Hindu spring festival. 

 
Sunday, 20

th
 March 2011 

 
PURIM (Jewish) 
Purim commemorates the time when the Jewish people living in Persia 
were saved from extermination by the courage of a young Jewish 
woman called Esther. 
 
HOLA MOHALLA (Lunar Calendar) (Sikh) 
Hola Mohalla is three day festival of military exercises and mock 
battles, together with religious discussions and devotional music, at 
Anandpur Sahib on the day after Holi. 
 
SPRING EQUINOX - EOSTER (Pagan) 
Spring Equinox celebrates the renewed life of the Earth that comes 
with the Spring. 

Monday, 21
st 

March 2011 

NAW-RUZ (Bahai) 
Baha'i New Year. 
 
JAMSHEDI NORUZ (Fasli) (Zoroastrian) 
Zoroastrian New Year's Day in the Fasli calendar. 
 
SHUBUN-SAI - EQUINOX DAY (Shinto) 
A day for visiting graves. Also associated with Buddhism in Japan. 
 
SHUSHAN PURIM (Jewish) 
In some places Purim is celebrated one day later. In this case it is 
called Shushan Purim. 

 
Friday, 25

th
 March 2011 

 
ANNUNCIATION (Christian) 
Marks the angel Gabriel's message to the Virgin Mary that she would 
give birth to the incarnation of Christ. It also celebrates the 
incarnation itself as the date falls nine months before Christmas. 

 
Saturday, 26

th
 March 2011 

 
KHORDAD SAL (Fasli) (Zoroastrian) 
The birthday of Zoroaster, celebrated on this date in the Fasli calendar. 
Also known as the Greater Noruz. 

 

Sunday, 27
th

 March 2011 

 
2011 CENSUS 
 
BRITISH SUMMER TIME BEGINS 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/david_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/customs/fasting.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/mahashivratri.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/lent_2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/lent_3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/patrick_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/holi_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/purim_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/holydays/holamahalla.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/springequinox.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/nawruz.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/holydays/noruz.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/annunciation.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/holydays/khordadsal.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/zoroastrian/
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Sunday, 3
rd

 April 2011 
 
MOTHERING SUNDAY (Christian) 
Mothering Sunday is the fourth Sunday of Lent.  
Not the same as Mothers' Day in the USA. 

 
Monday, 4

th
 April 2011 

 
UGADI (Yugadi) (Hindu) 
Ugadi (literally 'the start of an era') is the New Year festival for Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka in southern India.  
It occurs on the first day of the month of Chaitra. 

 
Tuesday, 12

th
 April 2011 

 
SWAMINARAYAN JAYANTI (Hindu) 
This day marks the birth of Lord Swaminarayan for followers of the 
Swaminarayan tradition. 
 
RAMA NAVAMI (Hindu) 
Birthday of Lord Rama, an incarnation of Vishnu and the hero of the 
Ramayana 

 
Wednesday, 13

th
 April 2011 

 
VAISAKHI (Sikh) 
The Sikh New Year Festival, which also commemorates the founding of the 
Khalsa by the tenth Guru (Guru Gobind Singh) in 1699.  
Also spelled Baisakhi. 

 
Thursday, 14

th
 April 2011 

 
BIRTHDAY OF GURU NANAK (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
The founder of the Sikh religion was born on 14th April 1469.  
This festival is also currently celebrated according to the Lunar Calendar, 
but this may change. 
 
HOLA MOHALLA (Nanakshahi Calendar) (Sikh) 
Hola Mohalla is currently celebrated according to the Lunar Calendar, but 
this may change. 

 
Saturday, 16

th
 April 2011 

 
MAHAVIRA JAYANTI (Jain) 
The birth anniversary of Lord Mahavira, the 24th Tirthankar and the 
"founder" of modern Jainism 

 
Sunday, 17

th
 April 2011 

 
PALM SUNDAY (Christian) 
The sixth and last Sunday of Lent. Marks the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem 
and the start of Holy Week. 

 

 
 
 
 

Monday, 18
th

 April 2011 
 
HANUMAN JAYANTI (Hindu) 
This festival marks the birth of Hanuman, the Monkey God. 
 
THERAVADA NEW YEAR (Buddhist) 
New Year festival for Theravada Buddhists, celebrated for three days from 
the first full moon day in April. 
 
FAST OF THE FIRSTBORN (Jewish) 
Observed only by firstborn males, on the day before Passover.  
This fast celebrates the survival of Jewish firtborn sons from the 10th 
Plague of Egypt. 
 
BIRTHDAY OF GURU TEGH BAHADUR (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Tegh Bahadur (1621 - 1675) was the ninth of the Sikh Gurus. 
 
BIRTHDAY OF GURU ANGAD DEV (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Angad Dev (1504 - 1552) was the second of the Sikh Gurus. 

 
Tuesday, 19

th
 April 2011 

 
PASSOVER (1st day) (Jewish) 
The start of the season of Passover when Jews commemorate the 
liberation of the Children of Israel who were led out of Egypt by Moses. 
Work is not permitted on the first two and the last two days of Passover. 

 
Thursday, 21

st
 April 2011 

 
BIRTHDAY OF HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY (Christian) 
Christians remember Maundy Thursday as the day of the Last Supper, 
when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and established the ceremony 
known as the Eucharist. 
 
RIDVAN (first day) (Bahai) 
The start of a 12-day festival when Baha'is celebrate the day when 
Baha'u'llah said that he was the prophet predicted by the Bab. 
The most important Baha'I festival. 
 
ANNIVERSARY OF HAILE SELASSIE'S VISIT TO JAMAICA (Rastafari) 
Marks the date Haile Selassie I visited Jamaica in 1966.  
Haile Selassie was the Emperor of Ethiopia.  
Rastas believe Haile Selassie is God, and that he will return to Africa 
members of the black community who are living in exile. 

 
Friday, 22

nd
 April 2011 

 
DCRS CLOSED TODAY 
 
GOOD FRIDAY (Christian) 
Good Friday is the Friday before Easter.  
It commemorates the execution of Jesus by crucifixion. 

 
Saturday, 23

rd
 April 2011 

 
ST. GEORGE'S DAY (Christian)  
Saint George is the patron saint of England. 

 
Sunday, 24

th
 April 2011 

 
EASTER (Orthodox) (Christian) 
Orthodox Christians celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ... his return 
from death after the Crucifixion.  
The most important Christian festival. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY (Western) (Christian) 
Christians celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ... his return from 
death after the Crucifixion.  
The most important Christian festival.  
Most years Orthodox Christians celebrate Easter on a different date. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/motheringsunday_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/swaminarayanjayanti.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/rama.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/holydays/vaisakhi.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/nanak.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/holydays/holamahalla.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/jainism/holydays/holydays.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/jainism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/holyweek_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/hanuman.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/teghbahadur.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/passover_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/holyweek_2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/ridvan.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/holydays/holydays.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/holyweek_3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/george_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/easter.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/easter.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
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Monday, 25
th

 April 2011 
 
DCRS CLOSED TODAY 
 
EASTER MONDAY BANK HOLIDAY 
 

 
Tuesday, 26

th
 April 2011 

 
PASSOVER (final day) (Jewish) 
The eighth and final day of Passover.  
Note that Passover lasts for seven days in Israel. 

 
Friday, 29

th
 April 

 
DCRS CLOSED TODAY 
 
THE ROYAL WEDDING 
 
RIDVAN (ninth day) (Bahai) 
Marks the arrival of Baha'u'llah's.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DCRS TRUSTEES 
 

evon & Cornwall Refugee 
Support (DCRS) has served the 
needs of the Asylum Seeker and 

Refugee community in Plymouth 
since 1999.  We are now seeking 
candidates who are interested in 
joining the Board of Trustees to 
support the next stage of our 
development. Further details can be 
found at: 
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/ 
 

If you feel you would be interested in 
this important and exciting team 
role, we would be delighted to hear 
from you. If you would like an 
information pack or have any queries 
please contact us by either 
telephoning the office or by emailing 
Christine Reid at: 
christine_dcrsc@btinternet.com  
 

To apply, please send your CV and a 
Covering Letter, each of no more 
than two pages, to the same email 
address, or by post to the office 
marked For the Personal Attention of 
the Chair of the DCRS Board of 
Trustees.  You should demonstrate 
how your skills and experience meet 
our requirements and in which areas 
you have in depth experience. 
 

All applications must be received by 
Monday, 21st  March 2011. All our 
Trustee roles are unpaid. 

D 

 

Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support  
(DCRS) 

 

 

 

 
 

7 Whimple Street,  Plymouth PL1 2DH  
Tel:  01752 265952 Fax: 0870 762 6228  

Email: dcrsc@btopenworld.com  
Website: http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org 

Our major funders: 

       
  

           
 

   

   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/passover_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/ridvan.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/
mailto:christine_dcrsc@btinternet.com
mailto:dcrsc@btopenworld.com
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/

