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FOREWORD  
BY THE  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 Geoffrey N. READ 

 

Dear Friends & Supporters, 
 
It’s good to read in this edition that our two new 
Coordinators are making some headway in their respective 
roles!   This will make a significant difference to the 
services DCRS can offer our Service Users. 
 
We’ve also included an article from Trish BAXTER, our Lead 
Project Support Worker.   Her article about the Challenges 
of Our Time highlights the uphill dilemma some of our 
Service Users will be facing not just today but in the coming 
months ahead. 
 
On behalf of all at DCRS may I take this opportunity to wish 
you all a Happy Easter.   I hope that some of you may get 
the time to watch the Royal Wedding too! 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

Geoff Read 
Geoffrey N. READ 
DCRS Trustee & Newsletter Editor 
 

 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ  

DCRS Newsletter Editor  

NTERNET Links.   If you’re reading this on-line and come 
across words with blue lettering that are underlined, 

then you can click on these links and be taken directly to 
another site for more information on that particular topic. 
Put your cursor over the link, hold down the Control (Ctrl) Key 
and click!   Ed. 
 
 
 

DCRS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Written and compiled by Geoffrey N. READ  

DCRS Newsletter Editor 

OARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETINGS.   A meeting of the DCRS 
Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 30

th
 March.      

The next meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, 27
th

 
April 2011 at 2 p.m.   Should anyone wish to have a particular 
matter discussed then please contact any DCRS Trustee. 
 

DCRS FOOD PROGRAMME 
Written by Christine REID,  

DCRS Trustee & Food Programme Coordinator 

N URGENT Appeal!   We usually have plenty of loose tea 
and / or tea-bags in stock but for some unexplained 

reason we are right down on our supplies and are even having 
to buy some!   Did you know we ration 
our Service Users to 21 tea-bags per 
week?   They get more of course if we 
have stocks to provide them with more.   
We also use quite an amount on a daily 
basis to serve our Drop-in Clients with 
never-ending cuppas throughout the 
day.   So... can you please help us by donating a box of tea-
bags?   Thank you so very much! 
 

DCRS ACTIVITIES & SPORTS  
Written by Ellis RANSOM, 

DCRS Activities & Sports Coordinator 

ELP Needed!   Great news! DCRS has been awarded 
almost £10,000 by Awards for All to refurbish our 

downstairs facility. We’ll be installing new and additional 
computers, a projector and screen, partitioned rooms with 
chairs and tables. We now need your help to prepare and 
paint the room and we plan to undertake this on Saturday, 
16

th
 and Sunday, 17

th
 April 2011.  There’s a 

lot to do so we would be starting at 8.30 a.m. 
and plan to finish both days at 5.30 p.m.  If 
you would like to help, please contact Ellis 
RANSOM at the Centre.   Alternatively, contact Ellis: 
   
Telephone: (01752) 265 952 
Email:    ellis_dcrsc@btinternet.com 
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DCRS INFORMATION 
Written and compiled by Geoffrey N. READ  

OLIDAYS.   Please note that our Centre will be closed on 
the following dates in April: 

 

 Friday, 22
nd

 April 2011:   Good Friday 

 Monday, 25
th

 April 2011: Easter Monday  

 Friday, 29
th

 April 2011: The Royal Wedding 
 

TART (Students & Refugees Together) Annual Report for 
2009 – 10.   START presented their Annual Report at an 

open access event on Friday, 18
th

 
March at Sherwell United Church Hall 
at North Hill in Plymouth.   This 
included displays, refreshments and 
general networking.   That event was followed by the Cultural 
Kitchen.   Geoff and Christine REID went along from DCRS.   
Copies of their Annual Report will no doubt be available on 
their website soon: 
http://www.studentsandrefugeestogether.com/  
 

DCRS TALKS & PRESENTATIONS 
Written by Christine REID,  

DCRS Trustee & Food Programme Coordinator 

ORNWALL College, Saltash.   On Wednesday 9
th

 March 
2011, Christine REID, assisted by Geoff READ, gave a 

Talk & PowerPoint Presentation to the 
Cornwall College, Saltash about the work 

of  DCRS.    This was part of the College’s 

Diversity Week. Our talk was very well 
received and resulted in a  Donations Box 
being placed in the Reception Area of the College for the 
donation of goods from Students and Staff. 
 

DCRS TRAINING & OUTREACH 
Written by Jo HIGSON, 

DCRS Training & Outreach Coordinator 

OW Do You Fancy a Day Out By the Sea?   Now’s your 
chance to do just that, as well as protect the marine 

environment and meet some new people. 
 

 
 
Ellis RANSOM and Jo HIGSON are taking part in a beach-
clean at Jennycliff Beach on Saturday, 30

th
 April 2011.   We 

need to get there by 11 a.m. so it is suggested that everyone 
meets up on the Viaduct above the Plymouth City Bus 
Station at 10 a.m. so as to catch the No. 2 bus out to Hooe. 
If you’re interested in taking part, please sign up on the 
poster in the Centre or contact Jo at: 
 
Telephone: (01752) 265 983 
Email: jo_dcrsc@btinternet.com  
 
 
 

DCRS VOLUNTEERS 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ  

DCRS Newsletter Editor 

OLUNTEERS’ MEETINGS.   A meeting was held on 
Thursday, 31

st
 March and the minutes will be available at 

the Centre.  All volunteers are strongly encouraged to attend 
the next meeting scheduled for Thursday, 28

th
 April at 2 p.m.  

Volunteers who find they’re unable to attend are requested, as 
a matter of courtesy, to inform our Volunteer Coordinator (Liz 
HARDING) prior to the meeting. 
 

THE CHALLENGES OF OUR TIME 
An article by Trish BAXTER  

DCRS Lead Project Support Worker 

WITH All the Upsurge Of Peaceful Demonstrations and the 
ripple effect of united stands against injustice, we live in 
days that challenge the values and 
political institutions of our modern 
world. 
It is with determination and proud 
resolve that many are laying down their 
lives across the nations in the hope of 
bringing an end to oppression and cruel 
inhumane treatment.  In our Masiandae Centre we already 
have a representation of the many nations that remain 
gripped by entrenched systems that have denied the rights 
of individuals the democracy they crave. 
I remember the early days when young Sudanese from 
Darfur fled the atrocities of marauding groups and 
government shelling to seek a place of sanctuary, finding 
themselves in the “land of hope and glory” only to be told 
“We don’t believe your testimony – you are only fabricating 
what to us is too unbelievable it is preposterous”. 
In the next months, how many of those who witnessing the 
atrocities of a dictatorship bent on crushing every attempt 
to gain freedom, will enter our doors and claim sanctuary 
here in our land?  Will they be believed?  Will they recover 
from the trauma sufficiently to remember the details? Will 
the relating of those memories allow them, unaffected, to 
be so unfaltering in the exact timing, place and personal 
experience that it is without discrepancies? 
This is what Caseowner & Immigration Judges require on 
cross-examination.  This is the expectation of the legal 
standard placed in front of anyone fleeing persecution.  
What I understand about genuine posttraumatic stress 
disorder is it includes exactly that – stress – and – disorder.  
Without time to de-stress from all emotional turmoil, in the 
safety of a new environment, healing of the memories and 
calm reflection of the past events is delayed. 
Why is it that as many as 75% of new claimants are 
refused?  Is it that the need to rapidly escape life-
threatening circumstances has caused them to be robbed 
of the time to gather the evidence that could make their 
testimony more believable?  Will they be expected to 
describe such traumatic events, indelibly scarring their 
soul, retelling them with such clarity to be undoubtedly 
obvious to the hearer, or is the time scale so speedy as to 
deny them the time to gather reason and details required? 
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Trish BAXTER 
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In our present system it would seem that you are guilty 
unless proven innocent, and even though it is a crime to 
mislead the justice system by fraudulently claiming asylum, 
I don’t know of any charged with such offence.  The reality 
is that many of those seeking sanctuary have nothing at all 
to offer in the way of proof of fleeing inhumane treatment.  
No film crew available to catch the moment! No CTTV to 
rewind and verify the truth.   
Just the memoires that rewind with each closing of the 
eyes and the deep wounding of the heart that cries out for 
us to recognise the genuineness of their need of protection 
until such times as the regimes are overturned by 
democratic means and new governments restore justice 
and peaceful lifestyles across their nations again. 
Refugees long to go back home – to the land they love, and 
trust will find change one day.  Will these challenging days 
offer them the opportunity when change does not come 
quickly? 
 

OTHER NEWS & EVENTS 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read  

DCRS Newsletter Editor 

T A CROSSROADS:  Why Europe is Still Without a 
Common Asylum Policy.   Published by the Joint 

Council for the Welfare of Immigrants on Wednesday, 30
th

 
March 2011. 
 
Claude MORAES  is the former Director of 
JCWI and is now Labour MEP for London and 
Socialists & Democrats spokesperson on Civil 
Liberties, Justice & Home Affairs in the 
European Parliament.  
Recent events in North Africa and the Middle 
East have thrown into sharp relief the issue 
of asylum policy in the European Union. Tunisian asylum 
seekers arriving in Italy (Lampedusa) and Malta, and many 
more attempting the brutal and treacherous journey across 
the Mediterranean have, in EU institutions, raised the question 
of why Europe remains without a comprehensive asylum and 
refugee policy despite many years of talk dating back to the 
Amsterdam Treaty... this provided the legal basis and the 1999 
Tampere Programme which set out in detail the way Member 
States would create a common asylum and immigration blue 
print. 
 
A variable policy 
From a peak in 1993, the past few years have seen asylum 
numbers falling. The political imperative for a common policy 
was weak and fell prey to domestic pressures within individual 
EU countries. 
A complex set of pressures from national media, right wing 
politicians, and right wing agenda setting for centre and 
centre-left parties in the EU have tended to paint an EU 
Asylum Policy as a “liberal option” creating more opportunities 
for potential refugees rather than greater restriction. The 
reality is that a Common Asylum policy can move in a more 
just and fair direction or in a more restrictive one. 
 
 

Since 1999, most Member States have delayed or opposed 
movement on the key building blocks of a new system. Both 
the European Commission and European Parliament have 
demonstrated a real willingness to move ahead. Crucially, 
following the Lisbon Treaty, EU asylum and immigration law is 
now adopted jointly by the Council (Member States) and the 
Parliament. 
 
Common asylum policy today 
So where are we today? While some elements of a common 
system since Tampere have been attempted, a ‘first phase’ of 
instruments have left decisions on granting protection varying 
considerably throughout the EU, with asylum seekers 
concentrated in a limited number of countries, leading to 
serious concerns over their detention and other conditions of 
entry and stay. 
With new powers under Lisbon, the Parliament in particular is 
pushing hard to adopt an “asylum package” in the knowledge 
that the EU must play its part in a world where the over-
whelming majority of asylum seekers are ”pushed” into 
neighbouring developing countries rather than reaching 
Europe. 
Today the political and legal battle is on to adopt such an 
“asylum package” whose core elements are firstly the Dublin II 
Regulation which lays down the criteria to determine which 
Member State is responsible for examining an application, the 
Qualification Directive of 2004 ‘recast’ lays down minimum 
standards for qualifying third country nationals or stateless 
persons eligible for subsidiary protection and the Asylum 
Procedures Directive, which sets down minimum standards on 
procedures for granting and withdrawing refugee status 
including the definitions of ‘safe country of origin’, ‘safe third 
country’ and procedural guarantees (legal circumstance and 
representation standards). 
With the Reception Conditions Directive and European 
Refugee Fund, the political aim of the progressive parties in 
the European Parliament is to push these elements in a just 
and fair direction. The centre-right and right in the European 
Parliament are more concerned with restrictive policies and 
often collude with Member State delays in the European 
Council. 
As spokesperson for the second largest group in the European 
Parliament... the Socialists & Democrats... I’m determined to 
see a progressive and common asylum policy. 
 
The effects of bilateralism 
It was Europe’s Member States who, in 1999, called for 
common standards. Instead we have seen often unfair and 
inconsistent national policies implemented often bilaterally. 
Meanwhile, trafficking becomes more organised, with asylum 
seekers and their families suffering greatly in a chaotic and 
restrictive system... public opinion remains hostile and largely 
unsympathetic even to their exploitation and plight particularly 
in Southern Europe with its hazardous detention and reception 
policies including outrageous “readmission deals” such as the 
one nearly implemented between the EU and Libya. 
Those who care about this issue need to maintain the political 
pressure, particularly now that the European Parliament has 
equal legislative power with the Member States of the 
European Union.  
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HEERS OF JOY AS GROUP GETS £3K ASYLUM GRANT.  
This article was published in the Plymouth Herald on 

Saturday, 26
th

 February 2011:  
 
A DEVON theatre company has received a grant enabling 
them to continue community work with women refugees and 
asylum seekers in Plymouth. 
A grant of more than £3,000 was 
given to Tarte Noire, (pictured), a 
women's only Playback Theatre 
group formed in 2007 who meet in 
Totnes and Exeter, and perform in 
Plymouth and Crediton.  
The performances are a chance for 
women to talk about their lives in Plymouth which could 
include overcoming trauma, missing home, culture and their 
families, their futures and trying to rebuild their lives. 
Amanda BROWN, Artistic Director, said: "This work brings 
people together across language and cultural barriers. It 
promotes understanding and empathy and builds community. 
"The performances help them learn and understand English. 
We work with Student and Refugees Together (START) whose 
mission is to work with partnerships and families to help with 
their needs." 
Tarte Noire's next public performance in Plymouth takes place 
on Friday, 29

th
 March at 8 p.m. at The Plymouth Centre for 

Faith & Cultural Diversity (PCFCD) in Watts Road, St. Judes. 
For further information about the group please visit their 
website:  www.tartenoire.co.uk 
 

ARTY Plans In Motion for St George's Day.   This article 
was published in the Plymouth Herald on Saturday, 19

th
 

March 2011. 

 
THE line-up for a patriotic celebration of all things English has 
been announced. 
The inaugural St. George's Day celebrations will take over 
Plymouth city centre next month with music, food, poetry and 
fancy dress. 
Sikh Chaz SINGH has spearheaded moves to celebrate 
England's patron saint at a special event on Saturday, 23

rd
 April 

2011. 
"It’s going to be a great day for the whole family," said fiercely 
proud British man Chaz. 
"Just to be able to hear people say that they know when St. 
George's Day actually is and celebrate the day is great." 
Red and white flags are set to fly at the city centre piazza for 
the day of free fun activities. 
Kicking off the event in musical fashion will be the Plymouth 
Pipe Band, followed by the Plymouth Morris Men and city's 
Sea Cadets. 
Performing for the crowds will be a number of top city bands 
from Quadcore and the Saggy Bottom Boy to Taylor Roper and 
Poppy Mills. 
Children will be entertained with activities provided by the 
Plymouth Play Association and can also take part in fancy dress 
competitions to be in with a chance of being crowned the 
city's best knight, dragon, princess and English icon. 
And local poet Sullivan will also be revealing his specially 
written verse for Plymouth's St. George's Day celebrations. 

Chaz will be hosting the event alongside Plymouth Town Crier 
Jack. 
"I think this will be a real hit with people," said the Crier who 
added that a special Facebook page set up online to promote 
the day has been besieged with hits. 
"The buzz going round with people talking about this on 
Facebook has been fantastic. More than 3,500 people have 
viewed the page already." 
The day is sponsored by minority inclusion group Fata He, Ivor 
Dewdney Pasties, Working Links, Westcountry Housing, Devon 
& Somerset Fire & Rescue Service and the Wolseley Trust. 
Positively Plymouth, which aims to raise the profile of the city, 
is also backing the scheme. 
 
For more information please visit: 
www.facebook.com/stgeorgesdayplymouth. 
 

LYMOUTH Heroes Are Honoured at Glittering Gold Star 
Awards.   This article was published in the Plymouth 

Herald on Wednesday, 9
th

 March 2010: 
 
PLYMOUTH’S unsung heroes and heroines have been 
recognised and celebrated at an emotional awards ceremony. 
Winners of The Herald & First Devon and Cornwall’s Gold Star 
awards enjoyed the limelight as they were honoured at a 
dinner at The Duke of Cornwall Hotel recently. 
 

 
Photograph courtesy of Christine REID, enhanced by Kanda P. 
 

Geoffrey N. READ and the Gold Star Award! 
Tuesday, 8th March 2011 

 

"I work as part of a Team (DCRS )  
and so I’ll accept it on behalf of that Team." 

 

The ceremony, attended by the Lord Mayor Councillor Mary 
ASPINALL and Lady Mayoress Kate ASPINALL, highlighted the 
actions of a range of individuals who were presented with an 
engraved glass trophy. 
These included a brave ambulance worker, an 81-year-old 
fundraiser who helped form the Plymouth branch of RNLI, 
three carers and a woman who rallied around to ensure a 
mother-and-son had the trip of a lifetime after a tragic year. 
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Others included a volunteer who dedicated his free time to 
Welcome Hall, a man who strives to help refugees despite 
suffering illness himself and a dynamic duo of women who 
bought the community together to aid a family devastated by 
a fire. Bill MARTIN, editor of The Plymouth Herald, said: “We 
take great pride in recognising those who go the extra mile for 
others; those who cope admirably with adversity and those 
who set an example to their peers through their selfless 
actions. 
 
For the fuller version of this article, please visit: 
http://www.thisisplymouth.co.uk/news/Plymouth-heroes-honoured-
glittering-Gold-Star-awards/article-3309470-detail/article.html 

 
LYMOUTH Hope FC:  Free Community Sessions. 
 
 

 

Dear All, 
 
Community Sessions for yourself, your services users, 
students, clients, volunteers, friends etc.,. 
We are resuming our Community Sessions at Central Park 
every Saturday from April: 
 
Date:   Saturday, 2nd April 2011 
Time: 11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Place:  Central Park (Map on our website)  
 

We will soon resume our  mid-week sessions and more 
information will be sent once the venue has been confirmed. If 
you have not received our latest poster, please have a look. 
 

For further information, please contact us on: 
info@plymouthhopefc.org.uk  
 

and visit us on: www.plymouthhopefc.org.uk. 

   

Best Wishes, 
David FEINDOUNO 
Founder / Secretary 
 Plymouth Hope FC 
07588137412 
david.f@plymouthhopefc.org.uk  
www.plymouthhopefc.org.uk  
 

  
EFUGEE WEEK:  60 Years of Contribution.   Our 
celebrations for Refugee Week 2011 will be based 

around the theme 60 Years of 
Contribution. To provide a more 
unified approach for our diverse 
activities we have developed 
core media messages that you 
might find useful. 
  

 Refugees have made an enormous contribution to the social, 
 cultural, economic and political life of the UK in last 60 years, 
 and this should be celebrated. 
  

 Since 1951, the UK has provided protection to those fleeing 
 war and persecution. Refugee Week highlights the importance 
 of upholding and further building on this proud tradition.  
 

 In escaping war and building a new life in a strange country, 
 refugees acquire a great amount of courage, resilience and 
 creativity. With these invaluable skills, refugees can play a vital 
 part in shaping our new Britain.  
 

 It is through simple, everyday actions that we can make a big 
 change to the way British (young) people and refugees see and 
 interact with each other.  
 

 www.simpleacts.org.uk  
 
One of our partner agencies... Refugee 
Council... is inviting people to sign a 
pledge that relates directly to our core 
messages. Hopefully, many of you will 
want to support this. 
Do please sign the Refugee Council’s 60

th
 Anniversary 

Protection Pledge: 
 
This year marks the 60

th
 Anniversary of the United Nation’s 

Refugee Convention as well as the 60
th

 Birthday of the 
Refugee Council. The Refugee Convention is as important 
today as it was 60 years ago. Refugees are ordinary people 
in extraordinary circumstances, forced to leave their homes 
and their families to escape from war, torture and 
persecution.  
 
The Convention exists to make sure that these people can 
get the protection they need. This year we are asking 
people to show their support for refugee protection by 
signing our 60

th
 Anniversary Protection Pledge. 

We are trying to get as many signatures as possible! Please 
show your support by signing the pledge here. 

 
WANDA... The Land of A Thousand Hills.   Please take 
a look at the attached poster from the All Nations 

Ministries at the end of this Newsletter. 
 

HE UNIVERSITY OF PLYMOUTH is currently hosting a 
number of FdA Children’s Workforce Coffee Drop-In 

Sessions. Specifically for practitioners 
working within the children and young 
people’s workforce, these events offer an 
insight into this work-based programme. 
Our coffee mornings will provide 
individuals time with our staff to find out 
more about the programme, the support available and the 
progression opportunities. 
The next event will take place in the Rolle Building from 10 
a.m. to 12 noon on Saturday, 28

th
 May 2011. 

To book a place at one of the events please telephone: 
(01752) 585410, or email: becky.taylor@plymouth.ac.uk. 
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ODAY, Monday, 7
th

 March 2011, we have learnt that we 
will no longer receive vital funding from the Office for Civil 

Society (OCS). 
Our latest funding application to the OCS, which covers our 
core running costs, has been rejected at the first stage. 
This is a devastating blow for TimeBank which has been living 
and breathing the government’s vision for 
a Big Society for the past ten years. Since 
our inception in 2000, we have helped and 
encouraged 300,000 people into 
volunteering... that fills Wembley Stadium 
three times. 
We are mystified at the government’s decision to no longer 
support our work. As well as offering help and advice to 
volunteers, we have 
also been responsible 
for some ground 
breaking volunteering 
projects which have 
addressed key social issues such as refugee integration, 
mental health and social exclusion. 
We are urging all our supporters to  save our charity which we 
will present to Number 10. If we receive 100,000 signatures 
our case will be debated in parliament. Please help today and 
tell anyone else who might want to support us. Your signature 
could help to reverse this funding decision from the 
government. Support us by: 
 

 Emailing saveus@timebank.org.uk  ...just put your full name 
in the subject box... we'll collect all your names and take 
them to Number 10. 

 

 Tweet your support through TimeBank. 
 

 Show your support through Facebook. 
 

 Donate to help us make volunteering part of the fabric of 
everyday life. 

 

 Tell your friends... get them to support us too. 
 

Thanks for your support... we really do appreciate it, now 
more than ever. 
 
Helen WALKER, 
Chief Executive 
 

 

THIS SPACE  
COULD HAVE BEEN USED  

TO PLACE  
YOUR NOTICE! 

 

Why not contact the Editor? 
 

 

HAT IS A CARER?   Many people would consider looking 
after an elderly, disabled or sick relative, spouse or 

friend to be what is expected of a loved one. Carers often do 
not recognise themselves as such and see their caring role as 
being a normal part of family life or good neighbourliness 
within their community.  
For many years the role of carer went unrecognised and 
unsupported and carers often felt isolated, frustrated and in 
many cases, suicidal. Increasingly however there is national 
recognition of the importance of carers and some support 
available through local councils, charities and support groups 
throughout the country.  
Carers Champions is funded by Plymouth City Council and our 
role is to provide support, information and advice to adult 
unpaid carers of other adults within Plymouth. We are based 
at Greenbank and the support we offer includes: 
 

 A quarterly newsletter with information relevant to cares in 
Plymouth. 

 

 A weekly drop in at our offices plus drop ins at other 
locations in Plymouth. 

 

 Emotional support to help carers new to caring or going 
through a difficult time in their caring role.  

 

 Benefits advice. 
 

 A resources library with information about support and 
services for carers in Plymouth. 

 

If you would like any information about Carers Champions 
including the services we offer,  participating in Carers 
Awareness Training or about volunteering opportunities please 
get in contact on (01752) 211348 or email us at: 
carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk 
Carers Awareness Training. 
Carers Champions also run Carers Awareness Training for 
professionals, whose work brings them into contact with those 
who care for others. 
The training takes the form of half day workshops at the East  
End Community Resource Centre in Cattedown. 
Professionals find this awareness training invaluable, and say 
that they are more aware of carers’ issues when they have 
completed the training. 
Places are available on Tuesday, 10

th
 May and Tuesday, 12

th
 

July, and run from 9.30 until 1 p.m. 
 

  
Do you provide support to someone  
who is elderly, ill or has a disability? 

 
 

offers support and advice to help you keep well in your caring role. 
 

Call us on 01752 211 348, 
e-mail carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk or visit our website 
http://www.colebrookhousing.co.uk/  and click on ‘CARERS’ 

 

 

T W 

http://www.civilsociety.co.uk/
http://www.civilsociety.co.uk/
http://thebigsociety.co.uk/
mailto:saveus@timebank.org.uk
http://twitter.com/timebank
http://www.facebook.com/volunteeruk
http://timebank.org.uk/donate
mailto:carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk
mailto:carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk
http://www.colebrookhousing.co.uk/
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DIARY DATES 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read 

 

All the dates are shown using the Gregorian (Western) calendar. The 
calendar is accurate, but some dates may vary regionally because they 
are determined by the lunar calendar. Jewish festivals usually begin at 
sundown on the previous day. 
 

If you have access to the internet, just click on the faith links for further 

information.    

 

 
 

Sunday, 3
rd

 April 2011 
 
MOTHERING SUNDAY (Christian) 
Mothering Sunday is the fourth Sunday of Lent.  
Not the same as Mothers' Day in the USA. 

 
Monday, 4

th
 April 2011 

 
UGADI (Yugadi) (Hindu) 
Ugadi (literally 'the start of an era') is the New Year festival for Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka in southern India.  
It occurs on the first day of the month of Chaitra. 

 
Tuesday, 12

th
 April 2011 

 
SWAMINARAYAN JAYANTI (Hindu) 
This day marks the birth of Lord Swaminarayan for followers of the 
Swaminarayan tradition. 
 
RAMA NAVAMI (Hindu) 
Birthday of Lord Rama, an incarnation of Vishnu and the hero of the 
Ramayana. 

 
Wednesday, 13

th
 April 2011 

 
VAISAKHI (Sikh) 
The Sikh New Year Festival, which also commemorates the founding of 
the Khalsa by the tenth Guru (Guru Gobind Singh) in 1699.  
Also spelled Baisakhi. 

 
Thursday, 14

th
 April 2011 

 
BIRTHDAY OF GURU NANAK (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
The founder of the Sikh religion was born on 14th April 1469.  
This festival is also currently celebrated according to the Lunar Calendar, 
but this may change. 
 
HOLA MOHALLA (Nanakshahi Calendar) (Sikh) 
Hola Mohalla is currently celebrated according to the Lunar Calendar, 
but this may change. 

 
Saturday, 16

th
 April 2011 

 
MAHAVIRA JAYANTI (Jain) 
The birth anniversary of Lord Mahavira, the 24th Tirthankar and the 
"founder" of modern Jainism. 

 
 

      

Sunday, 17
th

 April 2011 
 
PALM SUNDAY (Christian) 
The sixth and last Sunday of Lent. Marks the entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem and the start of Holy Week. 

 
Monday, 18

th
 April 2011 

 
HANUMAN JAYANTI (Hindu) 
This festival marks the birth of Hanuman, the Monkey God. 
 
THERAVADA NEW YEAR (Buddhist) 
New Year festival for Theravada Buddhists, celebrated for three days 
from the first full moon day in April. 
 
FAST OF THE FIRSTBORN (Jewish) 
Observed only by firstborn males, on the day before Passover.  
This fast celebrates the survival of Jewish firtborn sons from the 10th 
Plague of Egypt. 
 
BIRTHDAY OF GURU TEGH BAHADUR (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Tegh Bahadur (1621 - 1675) was the ninth of the Sikh Gurus. 
 
BIRTHDAY OF GURU ANGAD DEV (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Angad Dev (1504 - 1552) was the second of the Sikh Gurus. 

 
Tuesday, 19

th
 April 2011 

 
PASSOVER (1st day) (Jewish) 
The start of the season of Passover when Jews commemorate the 
liberation of the Children of Israel who were led out of Egypt by Moses. 
Work is not permitted on the first two and the last two days of Passover. 

 
Thursday, 21

st
 April 2011 

 
BIRTHDAY OF HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY (Christian) 
Christians remember Maundy Thursday as the day of the Last Supper, 
when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and established the 
ceremony known as the Eucharist. 
 
RIDVAN (first day) (Bahai) 
The start of a 12-day festival when Baha'is celebrate the day when 
Baha'u'llah said that he was the prophet predicted by the Bab. 
The most important Baha'I festival. 
 
ANNIVERSARY OF HAILE SELASSIE'S VISIT TO JAMAICA (Rastafari) 
Marks the date Haile Selassie I visited Jamaica in 1966.  
Haile Selassie was the Emperor of Ethiopia.  
Rastas believe Haile Selassie is God, and that he will return to Africa 
members of the black community who are living in exile. 

 
Friday, 22

nd
 April 2011 

 
DCRS CLOSED TODAY 
 
GOOD FRIDAY (Christian) 
Good Friday is the Friday before Easter.  
It commemorates the execution of Jesus by crucifixion.

 
Saturday, 23

rd
 April 2011 

 
ST. GEORGE'S DAY (Christian)  
Saint George is the patron saint of England. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/motheringsunday_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/swaminarayanjayanti.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/rama.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/holydays/vaisakhi.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/nanak.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/holydays/holamahalla.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/jainism/holydays/holydays.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/jainism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/holyweek_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/hanuman.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/teghbahadur.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/passover_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/holyweek_2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/ridvan.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/holydays/holydays.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/holyweek_3.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/george_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
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Sunday, 24
th

 April 2011 
 
EASTER (Orthodox) (Christian) 
Orthodox Christians celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ... his return 
from death after the Crucifixion.  
The most important Christian festival. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY (Western) (Christian) 
Christians celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ... his return from 
death after the Crucifixion.  
The most important Christian festival.  
Most years Orthodox Christians celebrate Easter on a different date. 

 
Monday, 25

th
 April 2011 

 
DCRS CLOSED TODAY 
 
EASTER MONDAY BANK HOLIDAY 

 
Tuesday, 26

th
 April 2011 

 
PASSOVER (final day) (Jewish) 
The eighth and final day of Passover.  
Note that Passover lasts for seven days in Israel. 

 
Friday, 29

th
 April 

 
DCRS CLOSED TODAY 
 
THE ROYAL WEDDING 
 
RIDVAN (ninth day) (Bahai) 
Marks the arrival of Baha'u'llah's.  
 
 

 
 

2011 is the 60th Anniversary  
of the  

UN Refugee Convention 
 

 
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html 

 

 

 

DOES YOUR ORGANISATION 
PROVIDE  

FREE MEALS OR FOOD PARCELS? 
 

If your organisation would benefit from 
receiving free food produce then please go 
on-line to DCFA at  http://dcfa.webs.com, 
download the Application Form & Wish List, 
complete the details and submit it to Geoff 
(details at the foot of the page).  

  

 

If you know of any school, group or other 
organisation that would like to have a 
presentation about the work of the DCRS 
... either short or longer... then do please 
get in touch with the Editor of the 
Newsletter.                 

 Thank you! 
 

 

 

Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support  
(DCRS) 

 

 

 

 
7 Whimple Street,  Plymouth PL1 2DH  

Tel:  01752 265952 Fax: 0870 762 6228  
Email: dcrsc@btopenworld.com  

Website: http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org 

Our major funders: 
 

             

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/easter.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/easternorthodox_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/easter.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/passover_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/ridvan.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html
http://dcfa.webs.com/
mailto:dcrsc@btopenworld.com
http://dcrsc1.cfsites.org/
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