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FOREWORD  
BY THE  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 Geoffrey N. READ 

 

Dear Friends & Supporters, 
 
I should hope that everyone is well and truly rested after 
the long Easter Holidays and the Royal Wedding!   Didn’t 
she look stunning?   It’s time now to focus on our future 
and to do a little work!    
 
Refugee Week is looming upon us next month and we’ll be 
holding our Open Day, and issuing our Annual Review for 
2010.   Something to look forward to! 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

Geoff Read 
Geoffrey N. READ 
DCRS Trustee & Newsletter Editor 
 

 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ  

DCRS Newsletter Editor  

NTERNET Links.   If you’re reading this on-line and come 
across words with blue lettering that are underlined, 

then you can click on these links and be taken directly to 
another site for more information on that particular topic. 
Put your cursor over the link, hold down the Control (Ctrl) Key 
and click!   Ed. 
 

DCRS BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Written and compiled by Geoffrey N. READ  

DCRS Newsletter Editor 

OARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETINGS.   A meeting of the DCRS 
Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, 27

th
 April.      

The next meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, 25
th

 
May 2011 at 2 p.m.   Should anyone wish to have a particular 
matter discussed then please contact any DCRS Trustee. 

DCRS FOOD PROGRAMME 
Written by Christine REID,  

DCRS Trustee & Food Programme Coordinator 

OOD parcels continue to be issued on a regular basis to 
our destitute Service Users. The programme includes 

some families whilst waiting for their benefits to be set up. 
We’re still managing to keep within the budget provision 
and this is largely due to donations of food  that we receive 
on a fairly regular basis. And of course we are always very 
pleased to receive them! 
Over the  past few months, the closure of some other 
agencies in Plymouth has meant more Drop-in callers to 
our Centre.   This has had a knock-on effect with an extra 
demand on refreshments. And this has had a marked affect 
on our tea and coffee supplies so 
we recently had to appeal for 
donations! Providing refreshments 
shows the caring and social side of 
our Centre. A big Thank You to those 
who responded to that appeal. 
Some of our Service Users are now 
getting the benefit of fresh milk.   This is provided by the  
Devon & Cornwall Food Association each and every week.   
This is just a small start to what DCFA intend to do as soon 
as they have managed to acquire some premises preferably 
in the City Centre.   Can anyone help or advise on this?  
Two other organisations have also donated bread and 
bread rolls to us. And this is an added bonus for our weekly  
Food Parcels. 

 

DCRS INFORMATION 
Written and compiled by Geoffrey N. READ  

OLIDAYS.   Please note that our Centre will be closed on 
the following dates in May: 

 

 Monday, 2
nd

 May 2011:   Early Spring Bank Holiday  

 Monday, 30
th

 May 2011: Spring Bank Holiday  
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DCRS INTERNET SUITE 
Written by Liz HARDINGE 

DCRS Volunteer Coordinator  

E WOULD like to express our sincere thanks to 
Martyn TYRELL for all the time and effort he’s put 

into DCRS over the past year, and to wish him well as he 
moves back into fulltime employment.  Martyn has been 
our IT Suite Coordinator and his invaluable input has 
enabled everything to run much more smoothly for our IT 
Supervisors. As well as coordinating our IT programme he’s 
helped to sort out all the computers, telephones, etc., in 
the centre and has advised over the purchase of new 
equipment. We shall all miss him popping in and out, and 
being available to sort our IT problems.   We’ve appreciated 
it so very much. Many, many thanks Martyn! 
 

EW Coordinator.   Ronan O’CEALLAIGH has kindly 
agreed to take over as the Internet Suite Coordinator 

in place of Martyn.   Thank you Ronan! 
 

FOLLOW DCRS ON FACEBOOK! 
Written by Kanda P.,  

DCRS Webmaster 

OLLOW DCRS on FACEBOOK!  
 

 
 

 
 
 

RIGHT: 

MR. Gary  

STREETER, MP 

visited DCRS. 

  

Photograph  

courtesy of  

Christine REID. 

 

DCRS VISITORS 
Written by our very own DCRS Correspondent 

INSTER CHURCH of St. Andrews, Plymouth.   On 
Wednesday, 13

th
 April we were visited by a team 

from the Minster Church of St Andrews, the mother church 
of Plymouth. It was headed by the Reverend Nick 
MCKINNEL, Rector of St Andrews, accompanied by The 
Reverend Dr.  Steve NICHOLS (Curate),  Professor David 
HUNTLEY (Churchwarden), and the Reverend John MONEY, 
(Team Vicar of St Pauls Church,  Stonehouse).   

They were given a com-
prehensive tour of our 
Centre and expressed 
great interest in our 
activities, and were 
photographed with a 
number of our service 
users.   
At the end of the visit 
they discussed various 
ways in which St. An-
drews could become 
more involved with 
asylum seekers and 

refugees and we look forward to a flourishing liaison with the 
Church.  

 
 Photographs courtesy of Christine REID 

 
r. Gary STREETER, MP.  On Friday, 15

th
 April we were 

privileged by receiving a visit from Mr. Gary STREETER, 
MP.  Mr. STREETER is the MP for South West Devon, which 
doesn’t in fact include our Centre in Whimple Street nor the 
addresses of the majority of our Service Users (SU). (Our MP 
is Mr. Oliver COLVILE). He was elected to Parliament at the 
general election in April 1992, and was a junior minister in 
the last Conservative government. He is the Chair of the all-
party Westminster Foundation for Democracy, which assists 
countries emerging from years of dictatorial rule in their 
transition to democracy, a cause about which he is 
passionate, and which has particular relevance in the current 
political upheavals amongst Arab nations. 
He was extremely interested in all our activities and met 
our staff, several volunteers and a number of our SU. He 
was understanding and sympathetic to the problems 
experienced by DCRS, particularly the increased work-load 
following the closure of the Plymouth office of Refugee 
Action and Devon Law Centre, and of course the plight of 
many of our SU. 
It is vitally important that we continue to make people in 
the public eye fully aware of what we do and the situation 
of our SU. 
Mr. STREETER writes a weekly article in the Plympton, 
Plymstock & Ivybridge News. 
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Devon-and-Cornwall-Refugee-Support/121282471276485
http://www.standrewschurch.org.uk/
http://www.stpauls-stonehouse.org.uk/history.html
http://www.garystreeter.co.uk/
http://www.garystreeter.co.uk/
http://www.olivercolvile.org/
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/global-issues/human-rights/democracy/westminster-foundation/
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/plymouth/default.aspx
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/plymouth/default.aspx
http://www.devonlawcentre.org.uk/


 

 
 

3 To contact Geoff READ, the Newsletter Editor, please call 07745819828 (text only) or (01752) 563800.    
Alternatively email:  saudigeoff@yahoo.co.uk. For the contact details of DCRS, please see the top of Page 1. 

DCRS VOLUNTEERS 
Written by Geoffrey N. READ  

DCRS Newsletter Editor 

OLUNTEERS’ MEETINGS.   A meeting was held on 
Thursday, 28

th
 April and the minutes will be available at 

the Centre.  All volunteers are strongly encouraged to attend 
the next meeting scheduled for Thursday, 26

th
 May at 2 p.m.  

Volunteers who find they’re unable to attend are requested, as 
a matter of courtesy, to inform our Volunteer Coordinator (Liz 
HARDING) prior to the meeting. 
 

APPY BIRTHDAY! After the Volunteers’ Meeting there 
was a surprise birthday celebration for two of our 

volunteers:  Paul RICKARD's 60
th

 and Jahn KARIMI’s 21
st

.   
Unfortunately Jahn wasn’t around to enjoy it.  

 
Photograph courtesy of Sheila BODDINGTON 
 

OTHER NEWS & EVENTS 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read  

DCRS Newsletter Editor 

 LAND Called Paradise.   In December 2007, over 2,000 
American Muslims were asked what they would wish 

to say to the rest of the world. Submitted to us by Hayley 
who says she can take no credit for it but is merely passing 
it on!   Please click on this link to take a peek!     
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbcmPe0z3Sc 
Submitted by Hayley KEMP at PDREC  
 

 SPECIAL Event for Carers at Plymouth Guildhall.    
 If you provide care or support to 

someone on a regular basis because 
they are frail or ill or have a disability 
this event is for you. You will be able to 
pick up lots of information about 
services to support you, as well as a chance to try a 
massage, find out about fun ways to exercise, take away 
some freebies and taste some food. 
This Carers’ Awareness Day at Plymouth Guildhall on 
Friday, 17

th
 June 2011 starts at 10 a.m. and is part of a 

week of events around the city for Carers’ Week from 
Monday, 13

th
 to Friday, 17

th
 June 2011. 

Various organisations will be joining Plymouth City Council, 
including the Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service, 
disability specialists, the JobCentre Plus, and befriending 
and support groups who can offer lots of advice and 
information, will be there on the day.  

The Awareness Day is also going to be used to find out 
what carers want from future carer support services 
funded by Plymouth City Council and there will be a formal 
consultation session from 11 a.m. to 12 noon on the day. 
Everyone is welcome to come to this or you can drop-in at 
any time between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to give us your views. 
 

ROAN! 

 
An Englishman, a Scotsman, an Irishman, a Latvian, a Chinese, 
a Japanese, a Kiwi, a Canuck, an Eskimo, a Fijian, a Turk, an 
Aussie, a Yank, an Egyptian, a Spaniard, a Mongolian, a 
Tibetan, a Pole, a Japanese, a Mexican, a Spaniard, a Greek, a 
Russian, an Estonian, a German, an Indian, an Italian, a 
Brazilian, a Kenyan, a South African, a Filipino, a Pakistani, a 
Korean, a Argentinean, a Lithuanian, a Dane, a Finn, a Swede, 
an Israeli, a Romanian, a Bulgarian, a Serb, a Czech, and a Swiss 
man go to a nightclub in Plymouth. 
The bouncer says, "Sorry.  I can't let you in without a Thai." 
 
Submitted by GNR  

 
 

VYBRIDGE Comings and Goings.  
 

Barn Dance at EST Ivybridge, Saturday, 14
th

 May at 7.30 p.m. 
to 11.30 p.m.  Live Band and Caller, Bar and Hog Roast.  Tickets 
priced at £6 and must be purchased in advance.   Please 
telephone EST Ivybridge on (01752) 690 200 for further 
information.  
 
Donkey Summer Fair at EST Ivybridge, Saturday, 18

th
 June from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Demonstrations, Games & Stalls, Inflatables, 
BBQ, Donkey Carriage rides and much, much more!  Fun Family 
Dog Show from 2 p.m.  Free entry and parking.  For more 
information, please call EST Ivybridge on (01752) 690 200. 
 
Car Boot Sales at EST Ivybridge on: 
 

 Sunday, 26th June,  

 Sunday, 24th July,  

 Sunday, 21st August, and 

 Sunday, 25th September.   
 

The timings have yet to be confirmed! 
 

WANDA... The Land of A Thousand Hills.   Please take 
a look at the attached poster from the All Nations 

Ministries at the end of this Newsletter. 
 

Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support  (DCRS) 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbcmPe0z3Sc
http://carersweek.org/
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UPPORTING Asylum Seekers in the South West.  
A FREE Event on Thursday, 19

th
 May 2011 at: 

 
The Pierian Centre,  
27 Portland Square,  
St Pauls,  Bristol, BS2 8SA 
 
From 9.30 a.m. to 3 p.m.   A Draft Programme is  attached at 
the back of this Newsletter.   This free event will bring together 
a wide range of community and voluntary sector groups 
involved in supporting asylum seekers and refugees across the 
South West.   The past six months have seen many changes to 
organisations supporting asylum seekers and refugees in the 
South West. This event offers a timely opportunity for 
organisations to come together and take stock of where we 
are now and how we can best work together to ensure that 
people’s needs continue to be met. 
 
Submitted by John PRICE 
South West Partnership Manager, Migration 
South West Councils 
(01823) 270101 

 
HE UNIVERSITY OF PLYMOUTH is currently hosting a 
number of FdA Children’s Workforce Coffee Drop-In 

Sessions. Specifically for practitioners 
working within the children and young 
people’s workforce, these events offer an 
insight into this work-based programme. 
Our coffee mornings will provide 
individuals time with our staff to find out 
more about the programme, the support available and the 
progression opportunities. 
The next event will take place in the Rolle Building from 10 
a.m. to 12 noon on Saturday, 28

th
 May 2011. 

To book a place at one of the events please telephone: 
(01752) 585410, or email: becky.taylor@plymouth.ac.uk. 
 

 

THIS SPACE  
COULD HAVE BEEN USED  

TO PLACE  
YOUR NOTICE! 

 

Why not contact the Editor? 
 

 

 
Do you provide support to someone  
who is elderly, ill or has a disability? 

 
 

offers support and advice to help you keep well in your caring role.  
 

Call us on 01752 211 348, 
e-mail carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk or visit our website 

http://www.colebrookhousing.co.uk/  and click on ‘CARERS’ 
 

 

HAT IS A CARER?   Many people would consider looking 
after an elderly, disabled or sick relative, spouse or 

friend to be what is expected of a loved one. Carers often do 
not recognise themselves as such and see their caring role as 
being a normal part of family life or good neighbourliness 
within their community.  
For many years the role of carer went unrecognised and 
unsupported and carers often felt isolated, frustrated and in 
many cases, suicidal. Increasingly however there is national 
recognition of the importance of carers and some support 
available through local councils, charities and support groups 
throughout the country.  
Carers Champions is funded by Plymouth City Council and our 
role is to provide support, information and advice to adult 
unpaid carers of other adults within Plymouth. We are based 
at Greenbank and the support we offer includes: 
 

 A quarterly newsletter with information relevant to cares in 
Plymouth. 

 

 A weekly drop in at our offices plus drop ins at other 
locations in Plymouth. 

 

 Emotional support to help carers new to caring or going 
through a difficult time in their caring role.  

 

 Benefits advice. 
 

Carers Awareness Training. 
Carers Champions also run Carers Awareness Training for 
professionals, whose work brings them into contact with those 
who care for others. 
The training takes the form of half day workshops at the East  
End Community Resource Centre in Cattedown. 
Professionals find this awareness training invaluable, and say 
that they are more aware of carers’ issues when they have 
completed the training. 
Places are available on Tuesday, 10

th
 May and Tuesday, 12

th
 

July, and run from 9.30 until 1 p.m. 

 

If you know of any school, group or other 
organisation that would like to have a 
presentation about the work of the DCRS ... 
either short or longer... then do please get in 
touch with the Editor of the Newsletter. 

Thank you! 

S 

T 

W 

Our major funders: 

      

   

 

  

mailto:becky.taylor@plymouth.ac.uk
mailto:carers@colebrookhousing.co.uk
http://www.colebrookhousing.co.uk/
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DIARY DATES 
Compiled by Geoffrey N. Read 

 

All the dates are shown using the Gregorian (Western) calendar. The 
calendar is accurate, but some dates may vary regionally because they 
are determined by the lunar calendar. Jewish festivals usually begin at 
sundown on the previous day. 
 

If you have access to the internet, just click on the faith links for further 

information.    

 

 
 
Sunday, 1

st
 May 

 
Beltane (Pagan) 
Pagans celebrate Beltane with maypole dances, symbolising 
the mystery of the Sacred Marriage of Goddess and God. 
 
Yom Hashoah (Jewish) 
The Jewish Holocaust Memorial Day.  
The date is chosen as the closest date (in the Jewish calendar) 
to the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. 

 
Monday, 2

nd
 May 

 
Ridvan - twelfth day (Bahai) 
Marks Baha'u'llah's departure from the Ridvan garden. 
 
Birthday of Guru Arjan Dev (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Arjan Dev (1563-1606) was the fifth of the Sikh Gurus. 

 
Sunday, 8

th 
May 

 
Yom Hazikaron (Jewish) 
A day of remembrance on the day preceding Israel's 
Independence Day. 

 
Monday, 9

th
 May 

 
Yom Ha'atzmaut (Jewish) 
Israel's Independence Day. 

 
Tuesday, 17

th 
May 

 
Wesak or Buddha day (Buddhist) 
The most important of the Buddhist festivals.  
It celebrates the Buddha's birthday, and, for some Buddhists, 
also marks his enlightenment and death.  

 
 
 
 

Sunday, 22
nd 

May 
 
Lag B'Omer (Jewish) 
A minor holiday on the 33

rd
 day of the Omer commemorating 

a break in the plague during the lifetime of Rabbi Akiva. 

 
Monday, 23

rd
 May 

 
Declaration of the Bab (Bahai) 
The Bab was the Forerunner of Baha'u'llah, founder of the 
Baha'i faith.  
His mission was to prepare the world for the coming of 
Baha'u'llah and he declared it in the evening of 22

nd
 May 1844. 

 
Birthday of Guru Amar Das (Nanakshahi calendar) (Sikh) 
Guru Amar Das (1479-1574) was the third of the Sikh Gurus. 

 
Sunday, 29

th
 May 

 
Ascension of Baha'u'llah (Bahai) 
Anniversary of Baha'u'llah's death in in 1892 near Akka, Israel. 

 
 

2011 is the 60th Anniversary  
of the  

UN Refugee Convention 
 

 
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html 

 

 
 

DOES YOUR ORGANISATION PROVIDE  
FREE MEALS OR FOOD PARCELS? 

 

If your organisation would benefit from 
receiving free food produce then please go on-
line to DCFA at  http://dcfa.webs.com, 
download the Application Form & Wish List, 
complete the details and submit it to Geoff 
(details at the foot of the page).  

  

 

 
 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/holydays/beltane_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/paganism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/yomhashoa.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/ridvan.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/people/arjandev.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/holydays/wesak.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/declarationbab.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/holydays/ascension.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/bahai/
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html
http://dcfa.webs.com/
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SUPPORTING ASYLUM SEEKERS IN THE SOUTH WEST 
 

Thursday, 19
th

 May 2011  
The Pierian Centre, 27 Portland Square, St Pauls, Bristol, BS2 8SA 

9.30 – 15.00 
 

Draft Programme 

 

9.30 – 10.00 Registration.   Tea / coffee. 

10.00 – 10.05 Welcome.   Canon Adrian SLADE, Chair of South West Forum for Asylum Seekers & Refugees. 

10.05 - 10.15 Introduction to the Day.   John PRICE, South West Migration Partnership Manager. 

10.15 – 11.15 Overview of Asylum Support; Client Needs & Funding.   Elinor HARRIS, Area Manager, Refugee Action. 

11.15 – 11.30 Refreshment Break. 

11.30 – 12.30 Issues that Arise During the Asylum Process: 

 Adele OWEN, Director, Gloucestershire Action for Refugees & Asylum Seekers. 

 Theresa CLEMENS, Asylum Support Team Manager, UK Borders Agency. 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch (provided). 

13.30 – 14.00       Workshop 1: Mapping existing support for asylum seekers in the South West. 

14.00 – 14.30       Workshop 2: Filling the Gaps: How can we work together, share resources and support each other? 

14.30 – 15.00 Agreed Actions and Next Steps. 

15.00  Refreshments & Close. 

 
Please Note:  Standard Class train fares can be reclaimed for community and voluntary sector organisations. 
 
Aims of the day: 

 To identify opportunities for working together and agree how organisations can best support each other 
in providing the most effective service possible. 

 To map existing support resources and identify what the gaps are, both locally and across the South West. 

 To update participants on the asylum process and asylum support.  

 To explore some common issues for asylum seekers and share how support agencies are responding. 

 To discuss the role of the UK Borders Agency in asylum support. 
 
Who is it aimed at? 
Any organisation which is involved in supporting asylum seekers and refugees in the South West.  
 
Who to contact? 
As there are a limited number of spaces available please complete the booking form and return to Carmen Bryant at 
Carmen.bryant@swcouncils.gov.uk or via fax on (01823) 270101 by Friday, 13

th
 May 2011.  We will be in touch to confirm 

your place and provide further details.  

 

Booking Form 
 
Name: 

Position: 

Organisation: 

Email: 

Address: 

Phone No: 

Special dietary requirements: 

Access or mobility requirements: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Carmen.bryant@swcouncils.gov.uk
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