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A BRIEF HISTORY OF DEVON & CORNWALL REFUGEE SUPPORT 
 
Devon & Cornwall Refugee Support Council was founded in 1999 by a small group of refugees 
and community members with the purpose of providing advice, support, and assistance to 
asylum seekers and refugees (ASR) in  Devon & Cornwall. 
 
It started from very humble surroundings in a room in an apartment where callers were made 
welcome with a light meal and a chat. The demand for their services was so great that rooms 
had to be found. A local church then offered rooms. The current location is in the City Centre 
and is now set up as a Registered Charity.   In January 2010 it dropped the word Council from its 
title and became a Private Company Limited by Guarantee:   DCRS. 
 
We currently have four paid, part-time Project Support Workers two full time coordinators and 
about forty Volunteers. 
 
DCRS was awarded a large sum of money from the Reaching Communities Fund of the Big 
Lottery and this enabled us to expand our services.   The Centre is managed by a Board of 
Trustees. 
 
What are we currently offering in our Services and Support? 
We are the only charity in the area providing practical support to ASR, in addition to advocacy 
and advice.      DCRS runs a Food Programme for those who are destitute and in long and short 
term need. DCRS also runs a Clothing Store, providing second hand clothes, household goods 
and bedding. There is also an Internet Suite which can be used by our Service Users for 
contacting their families and to research their individual cases. 
 
We also have a Sport and Fitness Coordinator,  who engages our Service Users in a variety of 
activities such as Swimming, football, cricket, sailing, orienteering etc, to give them a purpose 
of involvement and fitness. A Training and Outreach Coordinator to facilitate language classes 
and vocational skills and to assist them in undertaking some form of community work. Our aim 
is to help them in their self-development and to boost their self-esteem and confidence whilst 
keeping them usefully occupied… because the majority of asylum seekers are not permitted to 
work. 
 
Finally our Offices at DCRS are a Social Centre, where ASR can meet and mix with friends, have 
a cup of tea and a chat in a warm, welcoming and safe environment.  

   


